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Now you can make 


Here is the long-awaited Filmosound 202, the 16mm 
Bell & Howell recording projector that lets you make 
sound movies without professional experience or costly 
equipment, project any 16mm film, silent or sound. 

Now you can make your own sound movies... add 
sound to old silent films... or a second sound track to 


low-cost sound movies 


old sound movies. And in each case, you can change the 
sound as often as you like! 

If you aren’t already using sound films, the Filmo- 
sound 202 will give you an entirely new concept of 
their value to your church organization. For full infor- 
mation, mail the coupon today. 


the sensational, new l6mm 


Filmosound 
“ong” 


RECORDING PROJECTOR 


Guaranteed for life. During the life of the prod- 
uct, any defect in material or workmanship 
will be remedied free (except transportation). 


Record your message right on the film 
as it is being projected onto the screen 
through your Filmosound 202. Simple con- 
trols, fool-proof mechanisms. Play-back lets 
you correct recording errors immediately. 


You buy for life 


when you buy 


Your own interpretation of religious 
films to conform with the teachings of your 
church is made possible by the Filmosound 
202. You can reach every age level simply 
by changing the sound message as desired. 


Bell ¢ Howell 
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Bell & Howell Company, 

: 7169 McCormick Road, Chicago 45, Illinois 

1 Please send me without cost or obligation 
§ full information on making low-cost sound 
: movies with the new Filmosound 202. 

; Name... ee ee ee 
: Organization... .. 2 eee me 
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GREATEST BIBLE NEWS 


IN S41 YEARS 


Announcing a new authorized 


version—more accurate and easier 
to read—that preserves the 
timeless beauty of the beloved 
King James translation 


Read the story behind the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible 
—and how it can change your life 


Your present Bible, most likely, is the King 
James Version . . . written 341 years ago, 
and filled with expressions that are confus- 
ing today. loc often, therefore, it may lie in 
your home respecied, but neglected. 


Now you can own a Bible in living lan- 
guage, so clear and powerful you will turn 
to it regularly . . . yet an authorized Bible, 
faithful to the earliest known manuscripts. 


Ninety-one Bible scholars cooperated in 
ine fourteen-year-long labor to recover the 
full meaning of the Bible. They preserved 
the beauty of the King James Version, but 
freed the Bible from outdated expressions 
that make it hard to understand. (Did you 
know, for instance, that in the King James 
Bible “by and by” means immediately? That 
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a man’s “‘conyersation”’ means his conduct?) 


In the 341 years since the King James 
Version, dramatic discoveries of ancient 
manuscripts have shed new light on the 
Scriptures. (In a long-forgotten cave near the 
Dead Sea, for example, shepherds chanced 


on the Isaiah Scroll—a nearly complete text 
dating from about the time of Christ.) We 
now know that the King James Version is 
at times erroneous and misleading. 

The Revised Standard Version is based 
on the most authoritative manuscripts— 
some earlier than any previously known. 


A Bible for the Family 
That Already Has a Bible 


if you have too seldom opened your Bible 
because the way it is written makes it hard 
to understand, the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion can bring an exciting new experience. 

Here is a Bible so enjoyable you'll find 
you pick it up twice as often. Its clear, simple 
language makes Bible-reading a rewarding 
pleasure your whole family will want to 
share. And as it strengthens your under- 
standing of God’s Word, it will bring re- 
newed inspiration to you and to those you 
love. Indeed, this new Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible can literally change 
your life, bring you greater peace of mind. 


See How Modern Language Makes The Meaning Clear 


King James Version 


4 Cor. Let no man seek his own, but every 
10:24 man another’s wealth. 

Psalms & prevented the dawning of the 
119:147 


word. 


THOMAS 


October, 1932 
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morning, and cried: I hoped in thy 


Revised Standard Version 


Let no one seek his own good, but 
the good of his neighbor. 


I rise before dawn and cry for help; 
I hope in thy words. 


ELSON & SONS 


Authorized by the 
National Council 
of the Churches 
of Christ 

in the U.S.A. 


WHY RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS PREFER 
THE RSV 


“For everyone seeking peace of mind, 
victory over fear, and a solution of per- 
sonal and social problems, this version 
will be of great practical help.” 
—Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. 


“In the light of new knowledge ... clari- 
fies the eternal message of the Word of 
God in modern language.” 

—Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill. 


“The Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible is now in a real sense the 
authorized translation for our Protes- 
tant churches. It combines dignity and 
elevation of style with scrupulous ac- 
curacy ... Clear, understandable, true 
to the original text. Every Christian 
should possess this translation.” 
—Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


Even the way it’s printed makes the 
Revised Standard Version easier to 
read! The large legible type has plenty 
of white space between the lines. 
Chapter numbers are large, for con- 
venient reference; verse numbers are 
small and light, so they do not in- 
terrupt the flow of reading. Punctua- 
tion is modern, logical. Poetry is print- 
ed in verse form—as poetry should be. 


Choose from three handsome edi- 


tions . . . Rich maroon buckram 
stamped in 23-karat gold, $6.00. 


Magnificent black genuine leather 


stamped in 23-karat gold, with red 


under gold edges and ribbon marker; 
individually boxed, $10.00. 


Two-volume Old Testament in rich 
blue cloth, $5.00 the set. One-volume 
New Testament to match, $2.50. 


GET YOUR FIRST EDITION 
1 


Faithfully Adhering to the 
BIBLE TEXT 


18 


Produced at 


Bible the demand 
Teaching of Protestant 
Films Church Leaders 


FOR THE First TIME! 


© Especially prepared in 15-minute lesson units to fit 
ideally into your Christian teaching schedule. 


®@ The modern understandable English of the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament used 


throughout. 
BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER 
CHILDHOOD OF JESUS THE UPPER ROOM 


BETRAYAL IN GETHSEMANE 
JESUS BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST 
TRIAL BEFORE PILATE 

THE LORD IS RISEN 

JESUS AND THE LEPERS THE LORD’S ASCENSION 


FIRST DISCIPLES 


WOMAN AT THE WELL 
JESUS AT NAZARETH AND CAPER- 
NAUM 


Finest quality production with dramatic live dialogue, descriptive narration, and harmonious 
music to make the Bible live. 


Illustrated two-color catalog with utilization suggestions and full descriptions of all 13 Living 
Bible films available. Ask for yours at your film library or denominational publishing house. 


Family bel Ey a es 
DAILY RENTAL RATE: 


Color $8.00 8840 West Olympic Boulevard 
Black and White $5.00 Beverly Hills, California 
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The More You Have 
The More You Want 


O NE OF THE FRIENDLY CONFLICTS which seems 
to go on endlessly is the debate between those who say 
that there is too much emphasis in Christian education 
on method and those who insist that there is not much 
point in having a message if you do not do a good job 
of communicating it. The discussion is a healthy one. 
The only real danger in the situation lies in the possibility 
that in stressing either content or method over against 
the other we lose sight of their dependence on one an- 
other, thus weakening the witness of the church. 


There is conviction back of this special issue on 
Teaching the Bible Effectively. The message of Chris- 
tianity is, of course, the important thing, the starting 
point of Christian education, the reason for any concern 
about method. Anyone who really understands that 
message and is committed to it, however, if he takes a 
responsible attitude in the matter, will want to do the 
most effective possible job of communicating it. His 
concern for the message must inevitably lead him to a 
concern for ways of teaching it. 

On the other hand, anyone who really understands 
the ways of learning faces the inescapable fact that the 
first principle of learning is having something to learn 
that is worth learning. His concern for methods of teach- 
ing leads him, if he be a responsible sort of person, to the 
fact that his methods are tinkling brass unless he has an 
important message to communicate and unless he under- 
stands thoroughly the content of that message. 

The more competent a person becomes in either as- 
pect of this work of the church, the more he appreciates 
—again, if he takes a responsible attitude—the need for 
competence in the other. The more he has of one, the 
more he wants of the other. 

This is why, in this issue on Teaching the Bible Ef- 
fectively, we have asked the writers of the four age- 
group articles to deal with the what, why and how of 
teaching the Bible, in a unified treatment. This is why 
we have asked Oscar and Alethea Rumpf to share with 
Journal readers in an intimate way the experiences of 
their family with the Bible. This is why we have included 
a basic article on The Protestant Attitude Toward the 
Bible. 

This is a time when the door is opened, through the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, to a new under- 
standing of what the Bible really says to us. It is a time 
when we, all of us, need to become much more com- 
petent than we have been in communicating its message. 
to more and more persons—children, youth and adults. 
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Bible Observances—Then What? 


SELDOM, if ever, has Protestantism been drawn to- 
gether in the celebration of anything to the extent of 
the cooperative observance of the completion of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible in the United States, 
Canada, the Hawaiian Islands and the Canal Zone. The 
holding of over three thousand community observances 
is a real achievement. But this is only the beginning. At 
the time of the observances, most of the people attending 
will actually have seen no more than a few verses of the 
Revised Standard Version Old Testament. Many will 
have made little use of the Revised Standard Version 
New Testament. What we do about that in the imme- 
diate future will determine the effectiveness of the ob- 
servances, 


The "What" for Leadership Education 


JHE LEADERSHIP EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
of the National Council of Churches and the denom- 
inations cooperating in it are providing one of the 
“whats.” All across the country this fall and winter, 
leadership education schools will be giving special place 
to courses in the Bible and in Bible teaching. Two new 
courses, never used before, are being introduced. If the 
churches in your community have not planned for such 
a school, it is not too late—get in touch with your state or 
city council of churches (or the National Council of 
Churches if your city or state has none) at once and ar- 
range for a school. Or plan a class for your own church 
by getting in touch with your denominational depart- 
ment of Christian education. 

One of the important factors in the encouragement 
of the use of the Bible will be this training of church 
school teachers and leaders of youth. The work they 
represent is by far the greatest approach to Bible study 
in existence. Competence on their part is, therefore, of 
paramount importance. - 


The Journal provides a tool 

One of the important tools in the program of leader- 
ship education is this special issue of the Journal. The 
Journal’s whole work lies primarily in the field of leader- 
ship cultivation and training. This special issue on 
Teaching the Bible Effectively will be used widely by 
individual teachers and by leaders of training classes. It 
is planned as a unit—hbe sure to read all of it. 


Religious Education on R. S. V. 


J HE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION has 
used its entire July-August issue of Religious Education 
for a most helpful treatment of the Revised Standard 
Version. Details concerning the contents are given in the 
What’s Happening section of this issue of the Journal. 
Editorially, we wish to congratulate Dr. Herman E. 
Wornom, General Secretary, and Dr. Leonard A. Stidley, 
Editor, and to thank them. Each of our readers might 
well secure a copy as a companion piece to this issue of 
the Journal. We wish also to call your attention to the 
fact that they have included in that issue the Preface to 
the Revised Standard Version. 
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There Is Power in the Word 


A Troubled World 
Seeks Anchorage 


| 


by A. Wehrli 


This meditation prepared by Dr. 
Wehrli, Professor of Old Testament at 
Eden Theological Seminary, is espe- 
cially appropriate at this time when 
God's message is made available to us 
in the living language of the Revised 
Standard Version. 


And he humbled you and let you hunger 
and fed you with manna, which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know; that 
he might make you know that man does 
not live by bread alone, but that man lives 
by everything that proceeds out of the 
mouth of the Lord. 

From Deuteronomy 8:3 (R.S.V.) 


Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. And he fasted forty days and forty 
nights, and afterward he was hungry. And 
the tempter came and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, command these stones 
-to become loaves of bread.” But he an- 
swered, “It is written, 

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.’ ” 

From Matthew 4:1-4 (R.S.V.) 


O ARRIVE in the middle of a_ 


large city without one’s purse or 
wallet can be extremely disconcerting. 
To be caught on some bustling Broad- 
way minus legal tender, even if the 
place is familiar, usually turns out to 
be distressing. For a time at least, 
one’s every step is stymied and total 
frustration threatens. But of course 
the predicament is rarely fatal. After 
some mental self-torture and a lapse 
of time one usually thinks of some- 
thing to do in the emergency. Per- 
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haps it is the more or less forced 
recollection of an acquaintance who 
works nearby. Failing that, one can 
pawn one’s watch or wedding ring. 
As a last resort an s. o. s. over the 
free telephone from a police station 
will bring help from home. At best 
the experience will be irritating, 
probably costly and wasteful of pre- 
cious time. Without a doubt, as a 
result of it, there will be a determined 
resolution never again to go out into 
the world unequipped with a purse. 


On the surface the above analogy 
may seem far fetched. Yet it may 
well serve as a parable of the average 
person’s spiritual preparation for liv- 
ing in a complicated world. For, 
morally and spiritually, people are 
likely to live their lives as a series of 
emergencies, each one of which causes 
them to improvise more or less fran- 
tically. The cost to the victims is 
great in nervous exhaustion, lack of 
inner peace of mind and instability 
of character. It would appear obvious 
therefore that people need to be 
equipped to meet life’s moral de- 
mands and character requirements 
with something like the capacity and 
composure of a man about to pay his 
carfare or his rent. For, as ancient 
Israel was consistently taught and as 
Jesus of Nazareth unmistakably af- 
firmed: Man shall not live by bread 
alone. 

Again and again in history, nations 
have learned this lesson. Or, where 
they have failed or refused to learn 
it, their experience has become one 
of repeated embarrassment, their be- 
havior one of hastily improvised poli- 


tics and their fate a welter of costly 
and tragic confusion sometimes end- 
ing in oblivion or a comatose kind of 
national existence. For individuals 
too, the naive attempt to live exclu- 
sively on the impulses of material 
well-being without regard for the 
welfare of others and without any 
real reference to the higher will of 
God, has lead inevitably to the dis- 
integration of human personality. 


In view of results such as are above 
indicated it would seem that the 
present time is especially opportune 
for a serious reconsideration of the 
importance of including the Bible in 
the processes of modern education. 
For unlike any other considerable 
literature it consistently brings men 
face to face with the basic issues of 
life. Its classic passages, like nothing 
else in existence, cut through the 
rank growth of human pretense to 
the central truths of existence. It 
makes no bones about locating man 
where he is. It tells him in unmis- 
takable terms that in the last analysis 
he is consistently prone to do evil; 
that unaided by the spirit of God he 
is unable to do good, to live usefully 
or to benefit his fellows; that without 
submission to a will higher than his 
own his life will issue in failure. 


Nor is the Bible’s influence solely 
a negative one, or calculated merely 
to deflate the human ego, necessary 
as is that function. At the same 
time, as nowhere else, it points the 
path to life’s fulfillment. From it 
men have learned to take heart amid 
life’s most frustrating experiences. 
With the aid of the Bible they have 
learned to see and lay hold upon the 
good in the midst of overwhelming 
evil, at moments when, without its 
inspiration, every possibility of what 
is good would have been overlooked. 
Finally it plants and sustains the con- 
viction that the fate of the world and 
the hopes of humanity are in in- 
finitely better hands than superficial 
appearance would lead one to sup- 
pose. The earth is the Lord’s and 
Man shall not live by bread alone. 


PRAYER 

Grant, Our Father, that with re- 
newed vigor and steady determination 
the eyes of all men may turn again 
to thee and to thy word in confidence 
that with thee are the secret and the 
promise of significant and eternal life. 
Amen. 
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HE MOST CHARACTERISTIC 

and universal mark of Protestant- 
ism is probably its attitude toward the 
Bible. This attitude may be best de- 
fined by the discussion of four basic 
Protestant beliefs about the Bible. 


1. The Bible is the Word of God 


spoken in acts of creation, providence, 
judgment, and redemption, heard by 
men of faith, and recorded by fallible 
men in language that reflects the 
writer’s character, thought, and cul- 
ture. 

God works and reveals himself in 
all that he does. In the events of 
history and of our own lives we have 
the raw materials of revelation. But 
these events are not always seen as 
God’s acts. God’s relation to these 
events is discernible only to the eyes 
of faith. God’s supreme deed of reve- 
lation was accomplished through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. But even this is not recog- 
nized by all men, but only by men 
of faith. It is only to those who are 
prepared by faith that God reveals 
himself. To others God’s doings are 
apprehended as mere weather, or 
chance. God’s servants, ancient and 
modern, are called to read events with 
the eyes of faith, and to trace out in 
the everyday happenings of our world 
the unfolding of God’s design. 

Although the Bible deals with the 
meaning of historical events, the Bib- 
lical writers do not pretend to record 
all history from the creation of the 
world to the close of the canon, nor 
to predict even the major historical 
events from that time to the end of 
the world. In the Bible, the record 
of events is subordinated to their 
meaning, and only such events are 
recorded, and only such details of 
these events, as have in the eyes of 
the writer important revelation value. 
We often wish that the Biblical writ- 
ers had checked up on the facts more 
carefully and added more details. But 
it is obvious that they were more in- 
terested in meanings than in facts, 
and so although the Bible is a source- 
book of history, it is far from being 
an infallible textbook in history. The 
primary purpose of the Bible is not 
to enlighten the mind by presenting 
facts of history and science, but to 
inspire the heart—to bring men into 
fellowship with God and obedience 
to His will. 

The writers of the Bible, as well as 
many of those whose deeds and words 
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The Protestant Attitude 
Toward the Bible 


by John Keith Benton 


are recorded but who did no writing, 
were inspired men in the sense that 
they were prepared by God with 
eyes for the invisible—the eyes of faith 
to see in the world about them the 
acts of the invisible God. The apostles 
and writers of the New Testament 
were enabled through faith to see in 
Jesus Christ the Word made flesh 
and dwelling among us for healing 
and health of men, and to see in the 
Church God’s continuing presence as 
the Holy Spirit. But each of these 
inspired men apprehended the ac- 
tivities of God in his own peculiar and 
limited way, and interpreted the Word 
of God in terms of his own peculiar 
gifts of language and personality. In 
the Biblical writings, therefore, we 
have the Word of God spoken with 
the personal accent of the writer. The 
interests, the character, and the limi- 
tations of the prophet and evangelist 
show in the clothing of their mes- 
sages. And although at last God spoke 
to the world in his Son, who was the 
complete expression of God’s char- 
acter and love, yet even in the New 
Testament we have the gospel in the 
language and concepts of men. The 
peculiar interests, preconceptions, and 
imperfections of the writers and their 
times are often reflected there. 


There are, therefore, both objec- 
tive and subjective factors in the 
Biblical writings. The objective fac- 
tors are the actual events and their 
true meanings as acts of God. The 
subjective factors are incompleteness 
or distortion in reporting, and in- 
terpretations that reflect the report- 
er’s personality or culture rather than 
the true meaning of the events re- 
ported. The Bible represents the im- 
partation of divine truth through hu- 
man _ personality. 

This view assumes that the whole 
personality of the inspired person 
(heart, mind, soul and strength) is 


Dr. Benton is the dean of the School of 
Religion at Vanderbilt University, Nashville 4, 
Tennessee. 


fully awake and operative as he gives 
utterance to the Word of God. But 
the procedure is often represented by 
a more mechanical conception drawn 
from the practices of Spiritualism 
(both ancient and modern), in which 
the inspired person is regarded as one 
undergoing a seizure, while his body 
or a part of it serves as a mechanical 
device through which the spirit con- 
trol speaks in human language. In 
such a case the mind and character 
of an inspired person would be in 
complete quiescence. He need not 
even know what he was saying or its 
meaning, but would be serving the 
spirit that had seized him only as a 
vocal or writing mechanism. This 
is the assumption that is usually 
made by one who maintains a belief 
in the verbal inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, and their consequent complete 
infallibility. But this is not the Bibli- 
cal view of the prophets and apostles. 
They were men of great character 
and wisdom, and God spoke not only 
by what they said, but in what they 
were, and through. what they did, 
even though all of them were fallible 
men. 


2. The Bible is the central means of 
grace in the Church. Mediaeval 
Christianity regarded the seven sacra- 
ments of the Church as the means 
through which the gracious influence 
of.God became active and powerful 
in the Christian’s life. Luther and 
the Reformers, while recognizing the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper as means of grace, insisted 
that the word of God was of prior 
importance. The Sacraments are a 
self-impartation of divine love in the 
form of action, but the Word as a 
means of grace is the self-impartation 
of divine love in the form of a mes- 
sage. It is not surprising that the 
open Bible came to be a symbol of 
Protestantism, and that the Bible on 
the pulpit supplemented the altar in 
the central place of prominence in 
Protestant churches. 
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The Bible indeed comes to us in the 
form of a human word, as has been 
said; but through the human word 
with its imperfections the divine mes- 
sage is spoken with clarity and power, 
and the divine love is imparted in 
judgment and redemption. It is often 
urged, however, that the recognition 
of the presence of subjective factors 
and imperfections in the Bible in- 
volves a difficult problem, because if 
one word of the Bible is regarded as 
human and fallible, how do we know 
that any other word is divine and 
true? Three answers have been given 
to this question: (1) Mediaeval 
Christianity, while recognizing the 
problem, holds that the Bible is a 
mysterious and even a dangerous book 
in the hands of the people, and that 
it is necessary for an authoritative 
church to interpret the divine mes- 
sage of the Bible to the people; (2) 
some groups associated with Protes- 
tantism refuse to admit the problem, 
but maintain the view of verbal in- 
spiration of the Bible, and hold that 
the Scriptures are infallible in every 
word, fact, and interpretation; (3) 
the main stream of Protestantism 
holds that the divine message in the 
Bible confronts man with an authority 
from which there is no appeal, and 
which authenticates itself through the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit. As 
Luther said, “God must tell you in 
your heart: this is God’s Word.” Or 
as St. Paul said, “When you received 
the word of God which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the 
word of men but as what it really is, 
the word of God, which is at work in 
you believers.” (I Thess. 2:13 R.S.V.) 


The view of Protestantism is that 
man has no standard by which to 
distinguish between the word of man 
and the Word of God. Judgment 
and reason are no such standards; 
neither is conscience. These savor 
of the things that be of men and not 


of God. The authority is not in man, © 


but in the Word itself, which over- 
takes and subdues man. In the Bible 
God reveals himself, and not merely 
ideas about himself, or infallible ob- 
servations concerning history or 
science. 


3. The Bible is the standard of the 
Christian life of faith. The Old Testa- 
ment represents many, various, and 
partial revelations, but in the New 
Testament we have the story of God’s 
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complete and final revelation of him- 
self in his Son, our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. In him God’s Word 
was made plain, God’s love was made 
effective, and God’s grace was made 
available to all mankind. Jesus Christ 
is the center of history. All revela- 
tions before look toward his coming, 
and serve as preparation for his ap- 
pearance in the fullness of time. All 
revelations since serve only to brighten 
the memory and quicken the con- 
science regarding things already made 
known in him. To hear the Word 
of God today is but to rediscover 
Jesus. Therefore, Protestants cannot 
admit the validity of any revelation 
that pretends to go beyond what has 
been revealed in Christ, or that is out 
of harmony with the Word of God 
in Christ. In view of the supremacy 
of Christ as the incarnate Word, the 
Old Testament is both necessary and 
subordinate to the New, which is its 
completion and fulfillment. 


Moreover, the Bible, and especially 
the New Testament, is the standard 
and guide of Christian faith and 
conduct. “The New Testament has 
throughout the ages abundantly 
demonstrated its right to this fore- 
most place. It has authenticated it- 
self as the incomparable and inex- 
haustible source of power of the 
Christian church; one might be 
tempted to add, as a source which has 
become richer because it has been 
active in each generation. There has 
been no renewal of Christian life 
which has not received its power 
from this source. When Christian life 
has been removed from this center 
of power, it has been weakened and 
has lost its inner strength . . . When 
the message of the Biblical Word of 
God is not isolated but is seen in its 
connection with every living message, 
the Bible demonstrates its superiority 
as the Christian Book of Life above 
all others and as the central Word 
of God.”? 


4. The Bible contains "‘all truth re- 
quired for eternal salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ,'' and is under- 
standable through the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit by every free man. 
This is corollary to the Protestant 
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doctrine that the Bible is the central 
means of grace in the Church. It is 
the Holy Spirit that authenticates 
the Word in the heart of the be- 
liever, and not the official pronounce- 
ment of the Church. In contradic- 
tion of this principle, however, 
mediaeval Christianity holds that the 
sacraments are the only means of 
grace, and that the Bible is only a 
source of doctrine and law. In this 
capacity it is held that the Bible can 
be adequately interpreted only by 
those thoroughly schooled in the doc- 
trine of the Church and its traditions 
in interpreting the Bible. For this 
reason, translation of the Bible into 
the language of the people was for 
centuries opposed by the Roman 
Catholic Church. On the other hand, 
the translation of the Bible into lan- 
guage of the people has always been 
a primary interest among Protestants, 
for they have always trusted the peo- 
ple with the word of God, and have 
believed that the reading of the Bible 
was necessary to vital Christian faith. 

Once more, in the Revised Stand- 
ard Version, the Bible is in the lan- 
guage of the people, and all Pro- 
testants rejoice in this great accom- 
plishment. In its use the following 
principles in line with the basic faith 
of Protestantism are suggested: (1) 
the Bible, being a human document 
as well as divine, should be read with 
emphasis on the spirit and not on the 
letter, upon the context and not upon 
the single statement, upon what it 
suggests rather than upon what it 
describes; (2) the Bible is not equally 
clear, and not equally true and bind- 
ing, in all its parts, but Christ is the 
standard for the judgment of its 
revelation; (3) Biblical revelation can 
never be complete in the printed 
word, but only when it is made alive 
in us by the power of the Holy Spirit; 
(4) the New Testament writings are 
more important than those of the 
Old Testament because they reflect 
the supreme revelation of God in 
Christ, and the most authoritative 
passages of all are those which the 
consensus of Christian judgment ac- 
cepts as the authentic account of 
Jesus’ life, teachings, and character; 
(5) the great passages of the Bible 
should be memorized, treasured, and 
often held before the mind in re- 
flective meditation. In them, one 
may hear the true Word of God, and 
find the power to respond in faith, 
love, and service. 


OF Chiblec Mid er Wihle 


by Grace E. Storms 


OW OFTEN do you read the 

Bible, not to prepare a church 
school lesson or to secure material 
for a worship service, but because you 
enjoy reading it and find strength and 
help in its wisdom? Many of us 
would be embarrassed if pressed for 
an answer to this question. In too 
many of our homes the family Bible 
needs dusting when the minister comes 
to call. Why? 


There is no one answer to this 
question. But part of the answer is 
that we find the Bible hard to under- 
stand, hard to read, difficult to use. 
We don’t know our way around in it. 
Our imaginations are defeated by puz- 
zling words, unfamiliar customs, per- 
plexing ideas. Somewhere along the 
line our own introduction to the Bible 
failed to provide us with the appre- 
ciation and interest for this book 
which we want to give to our chil- 
dren. 


Today parents and teachers of chil- 
dren have an opportunity to help 
their boys and girls get off to a better 
start in their use of the Bible than 
ever before. Resources are available 
to us which our parents and teachers 
did not have. We are constantly in- 
creasing our understanding of how 
children grow in their knowledge of 
the Bible and their ability to use this 
knowledge in their daily living. 


Resources for teaching the Bible 


First of all, we have more readable 
editions of the Bible for children to 
use. Publishers are providing us with 
Bibles printed in large, clear type 
which contain attractive pictures 
which help boys and girls visualize 
the setting in which Bible events oc- 
curred. Accurate maps locate cities, 
nations and other geographical ma- 
terial. The use of paragraphing in 
chapters, quotation marks around con- 
versation and verse form of poetry 
make it possille for children to read 
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the Bible more easily and with surer 
understanding of the meaning of what 
is read. 


Scholars and publishers are pro- 
viding us with editions of the Bible 
in English which give a clear and 
accurate translation of its message 
and ideas. This is in line with what 
has happened ever since the Holy 
Scriptures came into the life of the 
Hebrew-Christian group. As_ the 
Christian church moved from the 
Mediterranean region into the rest of 
the world the Bible was translated 
into the languages of the people. As 
languages changed, new versions and 
translations were made. As scholars 
acquired copies of very early Bible 
manuscripts and became more adept 
in their ability to read ancient lan- 
guages they used this knowledge in 
making more accurate translations. 
Workers with children have rejoiced 
in their possession of the latest Eng- 
lish version of the New Testament, 
the Revised Standard Version, which 
brings the life of Christ and the story 
of the early church to our boys and 
girls in the English of our day. The 
completion of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Old Testament this 
fall will give us the most readable 
and accurate English translation of 
the Bible the Christian church has 
ever possessed. 

Secondly, parents and teachers of 
children are discovering more about 
how children learn, and we can ap- 
ply this knowledge in teaching the 
Bible. For example, we appreciate 
the difference between “verbal knowl- 
edge” and real growth and under- 
standing. We know that the ability 
to recite passages from memory does 
not necessarily imply an ability to in- 
corporate this material into a_per- 
son’s life and faith. We know that 
children really learn when they can 
understand what is being taught, and 
that a desire for continued learning 
depends on personal interest in the 
material the child is studying. So 
we select carefully the passages, verses 
and Bible stories we teach to children, 
choosing what a child can understand 


and use now and providing abundant 
opportunities for the child to explore 
the meaning of this material for him- 
self and to use it in his own daily ex- 
perience. The Bible came out of a 
vital relationship between people and 
God. We want our boys and girls to 
find this same relationship through 
their study of the Bible. 


Thirdly, we have the resources of 
improved church school lesson ma- 
terials to use in teaching the Bible to 
children. “We have an_ increasing 
number of good Bible story books for 
children. We have pictures which 
help them understand the customs 
and living habits of people in Bible 
times. We have slides, filmstrips, mo- 
tion pictures, and recorded stories 
from the Bible which help children 
feel the reality of Bible events. We 
have accurate maps to guide young- 
sters in locating the places where Bi- 
ble people lived and worked and 
taught. 

Many of these resources were not 
available one or two generations ago. 
Most of them were not available in 
the quantity or quality in which they 
come today. They will serve us well 
in our teaching of the Bible to boys 
and girls—if we use them thought- 
fully and intelligently. No course, 
however good, ever taught itself. We 
have the responsibility of selecting the 
books, pictures and other resources 
which will strengthen children’s ap- 
preciation of Bible people and events 
and of rejecting those which are in- 
accurate or which abuse the message 
of the Bible through poor character- 
ization of its people or a false em- 
phasis in presenting a Bible incident. 


Finally, we have a fourth resource, 
our increased understanding of the 
importance of the attitude of parents 
and teachers toward the Bible. There 
is an old saying, ““What you are speaks 
so loudly, I can’t hear what you 
say.” Children will “catch” much of 
their interest and reverence for the 
Bible from adults. If a teacher han- 
dles the Bible with care and respect, 
young children will sense that it is a 
special book, important to grownups, 
and they will accept the importance 
of it. If a teacher shows that he 
reads it, enjoys it, values it as a su- 
preme authority in his spiritual life, 
older children will feel that here is a 
source of help and wisdom to which 
they too can turn. These same prin- 
ciples apply in the home. Seldom, if 
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A class at The Second Church in Newton, West Newton, Massachusetts, dramatizes the picture 
Curr, with the "artist" interpreting his own work. 


ever, can we give children what we 
don’t possess ourselves. Now that we 
see the truth of this we know how im- 
portant it is for parents and teachers 
to grow in their own understanding 
of the Bible if they are to help chil- 
dren grow. 


However, none of these resources 
will help our children become more 
familiar with the great message of 
the Bible unless we know what use 
we want to make of them, that is, 
what are our goals in teaching the 
Bible, and how do we reach these 
goals? What place do we want it to 
hold in their lives? 


To help us find an answer to this 
question let us follow a child as she 
moves from the nursery class through 
the experiences of kindergarten, pri- 
mary, and junior years in her church 
and observe how she is helped to grow 
in her ability to appreciate, under- 
stand, and use the Bible. 


Sue's journey 

In her nursery class room on Sun- 
day morning Sue sees a Bible open on 
a low table. Usually there is a vase of 
flowers beside it. At Christmas time 
there is a picture of Mary and her 
baby, Jesus. She knows this book 
is called the “Bible” because her 
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teacher told her what it was. She 
knows the teacher thinks a great deal 
of this book, because it is handled 
carefully. Sometimes when the boys 
and girls listen to the story of Jesus 
talking with the children the teacher 
holds the Bible and says, “This story 
is in our Bible. As you grow older 
you will hear many more stories from 
the Bible.” Sue sees a picture of 
Jesus and the children hung low on 
the wall of her “church room” and 
knows that the story of this picture 
is in the Bible. 


Once when Sue was enjoying some 
pretty yellow flowers she asked “Who 
made them?” And her teacher said, 
“God planned for us to have lovely 
flowers to enjoy just as he planned 
for us to have good food to eat and 
mommies and daddies who love us.” 
Sue asked, “Why?” Her teacher 
smiled and replied, “God loves us very 
much, Sue. We learn about this in our 
Bible.” Sue ran over to touch the 
Bible and declared, “That’s good.” 
Sue was learning to know of the Bible 
as a book with stories she enjoyed, 
because she liked the story of Jesus 
and the children; as a book which 
told about God, and as a book which 
her teacher liked very much. 


When Sue went into the kinder- 
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garten department her interest in the 
Bible increased. She heard more of 
its stories and enjoyed Bible story 
books. One of her favorite Bible pic- 
ture books was “‘A Star Shone” which 
told her about the birthday of Jesus. 
Sometimes she and her kindergarten 
age friends “played out” a favorite 
story. She learned a few verses from 
the Bible as “Love one another” and 
“Come, let us sing unto the Lord,” 
verses they used in their church school 
program. 


Sue’s teacher talked about the Bible 
verses they were learning and _ sug- 
gested that the children draw pictures 
of what the verses said. When they 
learned “Love one another”’ the teach- 
er helped the boys and girls to under- 
stand that this meant being kind and 
sharing toys, crayons and story books. 
They drew pictures of things they 
could do to love one another in their 
Church School class and in their 
homes. Sue made a picture of her 
baby brother and herself. She was 
picking up her brother’s ball. Her 
teacher wrote “Love one another” un- 
der the picture. Sue took her picture 
home to show her mother and father. 


One Sunday morning the kinder- 
garten department visited the part of 
the church building where mothers 
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and fathers worshipped. Sue’s minis- 
ter was there and read from the Bible 
just as he read to her mother and 
father. The minister told the children 
the big Bible he read had exactly 
the same stories as their smaller copy 
of the Bible. It was the same book 
only larger in size. And Sue noticed 
that the minister handled the Bible 
as carefully as her teachers did. He 
liked the Bible too. 

During her years in the primary 
department Sue heard many more 
stories from the Bible. She discovered 
that these stories happened a long 
time ago to real people who lived 
many, many miles from Sue’s home. 
Now she understood why the Bible 
people in pictures she saw dressed 
differently from her family and 
friends. 


They act out favorite stories 

Sue and the primary boys and girls 
acted out their favorite stories from 
the Bible. They made Palestinian 
head dresses from squares of cloth 
which they colored so the cloth would 
look like the head dresses in the pic- 
tures her teacher showed them. Sue 
liked to play these stories. It helped 
her feel that the people in the stories 
were real. 

Sue learned more about Jesus. She 
knew that the baby whose birthday 
her church and family celebrated at 
Christmas grew up to be the man who 
loved and cared for people. Just be- 
fore Christmas her teacher gave each 
boy and girl a copy of “Jesus and the 
Children” by Elsie Anna Wood. Sue 
pasted her copy on dark blue paper 
and took it home to hang on the wall 
of her room. She liked to look at the 
picture and think about Jesus and the 
boys and girls who heard the stories 
he told. Sometimes she imagined she 
was one of the children in the picture 
listening to Jesus talk. She was grow- 
ing in her own love for Jesus and in 
her desire to be kind and helpful as 
Jesus taught people to be. 


Sue was learning to use the Bible. 
She discovered that the stories about 
Jesus were in the right-hand part 
when she held the book open on her 
lap, and the stories about David and 
Joseph and Samuel were in the left- 
hand part. Sue learned to read a few 
verses from the Bible and sometimes 
took her turn reading a verse for her 
department worship service. 

Sue was memorizing more passages 
from the Bible, verses with ideas she 
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liked to think about. She learned the 
Lord’s Prayer and discovered the 
meaning of some of the big ideas in 
the prayer. Sometimes after her 
teacher told in her own words a story 
from the Bible the teacher would say, 
“Let's hear how this story is told in 
the Bible,’ and she would read it. 


When Sue graduated from the pri- 
mary department her church gave her 
a Bible of her own. Sue was very 
happy and she carried it carefully for 
it was an important book to her, just 
as it was_to her teachers and family 
and her minister. 


Juniors find their way around 


As a junior Sue learned to find 
her own way around in the Bible. 
She could turn to any one of the 
books of the Bible—sometimes with 
the help of the table of contents. She 
discovered how the Bible became one 
book, how long it took to write the 
whole Bible, how people had given 
their lives to protect the Bible from 
its enemies and to translate the Bible 
into English. 

In the junior department Sue 
memorized longer passages from the 
Bible. She learned the Ten Com- 
mandments when she studied about 
Moses and the Twenty-third Psalm 
when she explored the ancient “hymn 
book of the Bible,’ the Book of 
Psalms. The Junior Department 
planned a choric speech arrangement 
of the One Hundredth Psalm and 
gave this as the call to worship on 
Children’s Day. She still liked to act 
out the stories she was studying and 
to draw pictures which helped her to 
think about the meaning of these 
stories. 


All of these experiences in studying 
and using the Bible in class and in 
worship helped Sue to understand 
what her teacher meant when she 
called it the “Word of God” for Sue 
found ideas in the Bible which made 
her want to be a brave, kind, gen- 
erous person. Sue was learning how 
God wanted her to live and she want- 
ed to live this way. She knew the 
thoughts of her Bible would help her. 


When Sue graduated from the jun- 
ior department she had learned much 
about the Bible through her church 
school lessons and activities. She un- 
derstood why the Bible was such an 
important book, something of the 
background history of the Bible. She 
knew about many of the great people 
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of the Bible and why they were great. | 


Sue knew several Bible passages from 
memory and she wanted to learn 
more. For Sue realized that as long 
as she lived she could continue to 
study her Bible and there would al- 
ways be new thoughts, new ideas, 
new help for her in it. 


What happened to Sue? 


If we analyze Sue’s experience we'll 
discover two things were happening 
to her in her relationship with the 
Bible. She was growing in her sense 
of appreciation for it as God’s revela- 
tion of himself and his will for people 
in life with one another and with 
him. The attitude of adults toward 
the Bible, their own respect for it, 
influenced her greatly and guided her 
in her own use of it so she would 
understand what she was learning and 
be able to absorb this in her daily 
experience. The Bible was an im- 
portant book to Sue, a sacred book 
although she probably would not have 
used the word, and a very helpful 
book; one she was stimulated to learn 
more and more about. Through her 
study of the Bible Sue came closer 
to God as she learned from it what 
God was like and what God wanted 
her to be like. 


Sue is not a real person; she is 
many people. For thousands of our 
boys and girls are having her happy 
and satisfying experience in church 
school. Thousands of others are wait- 
ing for it, needing it, depending on 
their church leaders to provide it for 
them. Thousands of parents need 
guidance in knowing how to use the 
book so that family life will support 
and strengthen the spiritual growth 
which takes place in the church. 


We have the resources to help our 
children find the message of the Bible 
and absorb it into their own lives. In 
the precarious present and the years 
ahead we need the word that God is 
Lord of his universe yet 1a loving 
father who cares for his children, 
the word that in. obedience to God 
men find their salvation and that of 
society. 

Let us determine to see that no 
child is robbed by insensitive or care- 
less teaching of the unique value of 
this book in human life. For the 
Bible is God’s word today as surely 
as it ever was. Let the children come 
to it, learn of it, and find through it 
the power of God’s presence and the 
security of God’s love. 


Se 


The Bible 


In The Life Of Youth 


by J. Allan Ranck 


HE STUDY AND USE OF THE 

BIBLE is fundamental to all the 
other activities of youth in the church. 
It is not merely another interest added 
to a whole list of important functions 
of the youth program. The Bible is 
the source from which come most of 
the insights into Christian faith and 
practice. It is of the utmost im- 
portance that young people receive 
such training as will bring the Bible 
into their lives as a resource of wor- 
ship and meditation, a rule for self- 
examination and direction, and an 
inspiration for noble living. 

That many young people seem to 
know little about the Bible and have 
difficulty interpreting its meaning for 
their daily lives is disturbing. A sur- 
vey recently made in the field of 
youth work around the world by the 
World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion indicated three things: a desire 
of youth for a better understanding 
of the Bible; the difficulty youth have 
in grasping what the Bible means; 
and a dissatisfaction with the way in 
which the Bible is frequently taught. 

The current lack of familiarity with 
and understanding of the Bible among 
young people is not due to any one 
failure in the church’s program. One 
of the difficulties youth face in using 
the Bible is its ancient character. The 
historic facts recorded in it are cen- 
turies old. The customs and thoughts 
of its people seem far removed. The 
language of the most common trans- 
lations of the Bible is unfamiliar. 

On the other hand, adolescent 
youth are coming into possession of 
capacities which make a keener ap- 
preciation of the Bible possible. They 
are individuals to whom the action 
of the Bible narratives commends 
itself. In the youth of the Bible they 
recognize their own hopes, fears and 
needs. David, Daniel, Ruth, Timothy, 
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and Jesus are understandable to young 
people who are trying to find the 
answers to the riddle of life. 

A growing historical sense also as- 


is a revival of interest in Bible study 
but there is still much in the world 
to cause them to by-pass it. Family 
Bible reading has waned. Thus a 
greater responsibility for teaching the 
Bible is thrown upon the church’s 
program for youth. 


In the church worship services, in 
church school classes, in youth ex- 
pressional meetings, and in additional 
activities in the local community as 
well as at camp, there are oppor- 
tunities to give guidance to the 
adolescent’s use of the Bible. Jim, 
who may be hard to find at home 
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Not this— with the teacher trying to do all the work and losing the interest 


of his pupils—but—(See p. 13). 


sists young people in building a bridge 
back to those early centuries. This 
ability to see into the meaning of 
history makes it possible for youth to 
see the relevance of the Bible to their 
own lives and to the life of their times. 

Today’s youth, in addition, have 
the advantage of the modern trans- 
lations of the Bible to make it more 
intelligible. Of these the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible is out- 
standing. In this new translation they 
have not only the greater accuracy 
made possible by archaelogical dis- 
coveries and by Bible scholarship, but 
also the greater readability achieved 
by the use of familiar language and 
by present-day paragraphing and 
punctuation. 

Youth also live in a generation in 
which the Bible has too largely been 
neglected in the home, at school, and 
even in the church. Fortunately there 


many hours of the day, will be loyal 
to the Youth Fellowship in which his 
friends are active, and there he can 
become an interested learner from 
the Bible. Mary’s first sense of fideli- 
ty to the church school class may be 
to her girl-friends, but a skillful teach- 
er and a creative group may intro- 
duce her to the message of the Bible. 
The greater hurdle to Bible study 
among young people is in the method 
by which it is conducted. The Bible 
is a living book and can become rele- 
vant to modern youth, speaking to 
their needs and interests. There are 
times and situations within the social 
group which is meeting the needs of 
youth when Bible study and experi- 
ence with the Bible can be achieved 
in a life-transforming way. But by 
what method? How can the Bible 
message not only be “taught to” but 
“learned by” young people? 
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Over the method hurdle 

The lecture method of teaching the 
Bible to adolescents is unsatisfactory. 
Take a church school class with a 
teacher standing up before the class, 
doing all the talking. If the Junior 
High boys before him sit quietly at 
all, their seeming attention cannot be 
mistaken for actual learning. Their 
thoughts are likely to be somewhere 
far away or on some activity or in- 
terest totally unrelated to the Bible 
lesson. Even an intermittent ques- 
tion or two may only bring them back 
momentarily to the subject at hand. 
This is not to say that “lecturing” is 
to be entirely dispensed with. The 
teacher will need to give guidance to 
the search for truth and meaning in 
the Bible in order to make the class 
session fruitful. 


Before he speaks a word, however, 
any teacher of adolescent youth will 
want to establish two principles with- 
out fail. First, he must have lived with 
the Bible himself until it has become a 
part of his own life. Young people 
sense quickly any sham or dishonesty 
on the part of the leader, and are not 
convinced by anyone who has not him- 
self been convinced first of all. Sec- 
ond, as quickly as possible he must in- 
volve the young people themselves in 
the lesson procedures. Participation, 
in other ways than listening, is an ab- 
solute necessity. 


In the church school class, the 
participation of the youth in the pro- 
cess of discovering Bible truth can be 
accomplished in several ways. If the 
lesson has any geographical angles, 
map-making, either on a flat surface 
or in relief, can be employed. Ado- 
lescents of today have been made 
particularly map conscious through 
international events and it is possible 
to relate Biblical events and places 
with some of the sections of the world 
which are in the daily headlines. 


Research and report is another 
technique with which Junior High 
youth are familiar in public school 
and which can be used to good ad- 
vantage in the church. Assume that 
the lesson deals with the Easter story 
and the events just prior to it. In- 
dividuals or committees of youth may 
have explored the origin of the Pass- 
over Feast in Jewish culture, the pres- 
ent observance of the Passover in the 
modern Jewish community, or some 
other related matter. Reports made 
on such research may immediately 
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stimulate interest and discussion and 
those who have engaged in the re- 
search have already learned much. 

Discussion itself is a technique of 
participation. While Junior High 
youth are beginning to reflect on ab- 
stract ideas, Senior High young peo- 
ple are much more able to enter into 
creative discussions about meanings 
and applications of Scripture. Young- 
er adolescents can paraphrase Bible 
passages or write letters or prayers 
suggested by Bible situations. After 
reading the letter to Philemon, one 
group composed a letter as though 
it were Philemon’s reply to Paul. 
Older youth can more successfully 
discuss problems and issues raised by 
such passages as the Ten Command- 
ments or the teachings of Jesus re- 
garding prayer. 

Where the group is comparatively 
large, the buzz group method is being 
used with much success. The large 
group is divided into small groups of 
four or five persons who turn their 
chairs to face each other, and discuss 
the problem together, making a rec- 
ord of their chief points of discovery 
or concern. At the end of a brief 
period these small groups come back 
together to report on their reflections 
and then to carry the discussion fur- 
ther in the large group. This method 
assures the participation of a large 
percentage of the young people. 

Certain groups employ symbols o7 
outlines which provide a framework 


for organizing their understanding of 
the Bible. The Vasteras Method is an 


example. Three symbols are used—a — 


question mark, a candle, and an ar- 
row. They are made the headings of 
three columns and as the study of a 
passage is pursued, unanswered prob- 
lems are listed under the question 
mark, new insights under the candle, 
and truths which have struck home 
in terms of attitudes or behavior un- 
der the arrow. The symbols are im- 
portant “only as they suggest a way 
by which group study may be brought 
to a focus. 

In the permissive atmosphere of 
the youth expressional meetings and 
in classes accustomed to youth par- 
ticipation still other methods com- 
mend themselves. Junior High youth 
respond eagerly to creative activities. 
One group learned the parable of 


“The Lost Coin” by preparing a film- — 
strip on that story. They first studied — 
the parable to decide in what scenes — 
it could be best portrayed. They then — 
prepared the costumes and the set- — 
tings, posed the scenes and had them — 


photographed on 35 mm film by a 
friend. They studied the parable a 
second time in preparing the script to 
accompany the pictures. They had 
a third learning experience as they 
viewed the results of their efforts in 
the completed filmstrip which they 
showed to the entire congregation. 
(Reported in the January, 1952, issue 
of the Journal.) 


How to Use This Special Issue 


Church school workers: 


|. Every teacher should have a copy to KEEP PERMANENTLY. 
Order extra copies to make this possible. See p. 48. 

2. Use in workers' conference, discussing ALL articles. 

3. Use pictures on pages 22-25 in classes, primary and older. 


Families: 


|. Use article by Mr. and Mrs. Rumpf for usable ideas. 
2. Read and discuss this article in parents’ meetings. 
3. All articles will help parents understand purpose of school. 


Leadership schools and classes: 
|. Use as special resource material for teacher and student. 
2. Order copies for sale at book table, or include cost (p. 3 or 48) 
in registration fee and give a copy to each enrollee. 


Christmas Plays Available 
The Star—a Christmas Play, by Mamie L. Downs, October 1951 Journal, 
mimeographed, 15c per copy. September, 1952 Journal, containing To Us a 


Son, by J. Paul Faust, 30c per copy. 
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At a Junior High camp, young peo- 
ple prepared dramatizations of various 


_ phases of the life of Christ and pre- 
_ sented the playlets before the entire 
_camp. The greatest learning takes 
| place when the young people them- 


selves write the dramatizations. This 
method is also used by young people’s 
classes and societies. 


Bible scenes can be dramatized sim- 


ply by having young people pose 


scenes, or pantomime the action while 


_ the story is read by someone else. Do- 


ing this in costume adds to its effec- 
tiveness. This can be effective in wor- 
ship as well as in teaching. 


Many youth groups are becoming 


_ adept at the use of Scripture in verse 
_ speaking choirs. This procedure has 


several merits. The worship setting 


_ in which it is done produces an atti- 
tude of reverence for the Scripture 
and an appreciation for its beauty and 
_ power. The technique itself helps us 
understand the antiphonal use made 
_ of certain portions of th 

_ their original Hebrew setting. If the 
_ group shares in the planning this en- 
_ hances the learning of the meaning 


e Bible in 


of the passage. 


Junior High youth, to some extent, 
but Senior High youth more so, may 
use certain graphic arts in their study 
of the Bible. At special seasons such 
as Christmas or Easter, or at other 
times, pictures or displays may be 
created which depict in some original 


--4 creative way the spirit of the 
occasion and its Bible setting. 10 


' make it as authentic as possible, con- 


siderable research is required, ‘result- 
ing in excellent learning experiences. 


Youth groups, both junior and sen- 


ior high, have found the use of pup-. 


pets in dramatizing Bible stories an 
excellent aid to learning. There is 
a wide variety of puppets. A simple 
type is described in an article by Ruth 
Armstrong Beck in the September, 
1950, Journal. 

A rhythmic choir is an excellent 
method of Bible interpretation, espe- 
cially in exploring the feelings and 
attitudes expressed. Margaret Palmer 
Fisk has agreed to write for the Jour- 
nal soon an article on the use of the 
rhythmic choir by young people.* 


Several articles have appeared in 
the Journal on the use of the tape 


"See also Mrs. Fisk's book THE ART OF 
THE RHYTHMIC CHOIR published by 
Harper and Brothers and reviewed in the 
April, 1951, JOURNAL. 
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—This! Participation, in other ways than listening, is an absolute necessity. 


recorder. Young people enjoy writ- 
ing their own “radio dramas” of Bible 
stories and recording them on tape. 
They can play them back for their 
own enjoyment, share them with other 
groups in the church, play them for 
people who are confined to their 
homes or to hospitals and, if accept- 
able, broadcast them over the local 
radio station. 

The use of slides, filmstrips, movies 
and non-projected pictures is instruc- 
tive and interesting, by themselves or 
in connection with discussion. Used 


as a background for creative educa- 
tional proceaures sui as uo ac~ 


scribed above, they are doubly ef- 
fective. 

The beauty of all these methods of 
using the Bible is that along with the 
information and experience achieved 
many other values are also enjoyed. 
What might not have been possible to 
teach directly is learned in the free 
and pleasant circumstances of crea- 
tive activity. Nevertheless, the leader 
needs to watch the process prayer- 


fully and faithfully, evaluating it as 


it moves along to see that the best 
possible results are achieved. 


Someone may’ ask, “What about! 
memorization of Bible passages? How 
¢an mechanical familiarity with the 
Bible be developed?” ‘There is no 
doubt that these are important con- 
siderations. What an enrichment of 
life it is to be able to call to mind 
many of the great sections of God’s 
Word! And what an advantage to 
know the Bible so familiarly that it 


is possible to move through it easily 
and quickly when hunting for some 
particular passage. But for the most 
part it is better that this familiarity 
develop out of the creative uses of 
the Bible in other ways such as those 
suggested above than that youth 
should be required to memorize facts 
without an immediate purpose or use. 


For personal enrichment 
One other factor needs to be kept 


in Mind in thc uce of the Bible either 
in worship or in study. Group ex- 


perience with the Book of books is 


not enough. This should lead tu the 
cucourageilent ur yuullS penple to 


turn to the Bible for daily personal 
reading and meditation. The best 
assurance that this will be the result 
will be to make every contact with the 
Bible fresh and inspiring. If each ex- 
perience with the Bible is satisfying 
and inspiring, young people will na- 
turally and eagerly turn to it for per- 
sonal enrichment. The use of the 
Bible in group devotions, in church 
school and youth groups and in camps 
and conferences, will encourage in- 
dividual use of it. 

This can be said with deep convic- 
tion—young people need to be helped 
to use and study their Bibles, so they 
may know what the Bible as a whole 
has to say, and so they may develop 
an understanding of its message as 
it has relevance and direction for 
their lives. It is in the Bible that 
God will meet them, making great 
demands upon them and holding forth 
great promises for them. 
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The Bible 


In the Life OF Studenta 
And Olden ‘Young People 


by G. Hayden Stewart 


ET ME INTRODUCE you to a 

friend, a student on a state col- 
lege campus. A bull session had de- 
veloped in the guests’ lounge of a 
prominent sorority. In the course of 
the affair in which four girls were 
discussing a matter of particular in- 
terest there arose a need for checking 
on a certain saying of Jesus. One of 
the girls went to her room for her 
Bible and used it in the discussion. 
When the point had been cleared up, 
my young friend reached for the Bible 
and said, “Let me see this, will you? 
I don’t believe I’ve ever seen the in- 
side of a Bible.” She seemed slightly 
self-conscious about it, but to say that 
she was embarrassed or was “con- 
fessing her sins” would be to indulge 
in overstatement. 

Now let me introduce another 
friend, wlor: I questioned about the 
large Bible he carried with him on 
the top of a pile of text books. “The 


Bible has the. ++ +s 
uon that might arise. I always carry 


it with me simply because I’d hate to 
be caught without it. It is ‘a lamp 
unto my feet’ and I can’t live without 
it,’ he stated. Further conversation 
showed that he was quite sincere, al- 
most fanatically devoted to his Book 
of books and quite prone to quote 
snatches from it in the course of his 
ordinary conversation. 

These two students are representa- 
tive of two extremes of experience and 
attitude among today’s students. On 
the one hand one meets with students 
who have a pious, almost “worship- 
ful” and usually literalistic attitude 
toward the Bible. They seem almost 
to expect some sort of magical secur- 
ity by having a copy of it near and 
being able to quote from it at length. 


Wy EVEL YSen 


Mr. Stewart has had an excellent back- 
ground for the writing of this article as a 
director of student work in Seattle for Dis- 
ciples and Baptists. 
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On the other hand one meets others 
who are almost unaware of the exist- 
ence of the Bible so far as its relation 
to their own lives is concerned. Some 
of these are conditioned to such an 
attitude by a background of irre- 
ligious, materialistic living. Others 
have chosen to be deliberately indif- 
ferent. 

Somewhere in between these two 
extremes are other students who want 
an intelligent approach to the study 
of the Bible and show an increasing 
willingness to allow its truths to be 
the basis of discipleship and to be ex- 
pressed through themselves in person- 
al and social action. They are to be 
found in many different denomina- 
tions. They are the source of what- 
ever confidence we may have for the 
future. 

A minister or student worker may 
find it difficult to help the first group 
described. These students are gener- 


piled cee ee es AP ed 
derstanding of the Bible and already 
have their reward. 

The indifferent students offer a ter- 
rific challenge and a bit of hope. They 
are often attracted by a “topnotch 
speaker.” A person becomes a “‘top- 
notch speaker” by having the official 
backing of the right campus organiza- 
tions, by having a sense of humor, or 
by being honest. A speaker’s future 
on campus is assured if the right “big 
wheel” says, ““He’s an honest man,” 
or by having an intellectually re- 
spectable record especially in some 
field other than religion, but even in 
religion if he is “an honest man,” who 
“has something” and shares it with- 
out resort to tricks of voice, gesture, 
slogan, emotion or argument. 

The non-student older young people 

There are only a few important 
differences between the student and 
non-student of student age. One of 
these is that ordinarily students are 


in much closer and more frequent 
touch with each other than are the 
non-students, and therefore more 
easily fall into conversation, bull ses- 
sions and discussions. This is espe- 
cially true of students living on cam- 
pus, but is relatively true of all. 


Another difference lies in the fact 
that students are likely (though not 
necessarily) to be dealing more regu- 
larly than their non-student brothers 
and sisters with ideas and theories. 
Because of this they are more likely 
to be in tension over differing opin- 
ions and academic positions. They 
are less ready to accept statements 
of their leaders as valid, more prone 
to argue, to doubt, and to take, tem- 
porarily, strong positions. 

A third difference lies in the fact 
that the non-student, generally speak- 
ing, is more neglected by the church. 
In most situations the student has an 
abundance of opportunities in church- 
es near the campus and in campus 
religious activities. The non-student 
is, in many local churches the “for- 
gotten man” and is much in need of 
opportunities for Bible study, discus- 
sion of religious questions, and group 
activities in which he can express his 
religious concerns. He is maturing 
quickly, begins earlier than the stu- 
dent to participate in community life 
and needs the inspiration of Chris- 
tianity as he struggles with real prob- 
lems of living. 


Why study the Bible? 
what has the Bible to say, after all, 


to the young person of this age? It 
has, of course, the same values that 
it has for any other age; but in addi- 
tion, has a peculiarly important con- 
tribution to make to older young peo- 
ple, both student and non-student. 

Thoughtful youth, aware of the 
critical nature of our age and of the 
responsibilities confronting them in 
the years soon to come, sense the need 
for knowing well a way of life that 
is valid. Aware of the difficult days 
in which they now live and those in 
which they will carry on, they can 
see Jesus as the Master of life. In 
turning to him intelligently and hum- 
bly they find in his teachings and in 
the witness of his life not only the way 
of life for themselves, but also the 
power to live it and the desire to 
share it. They see that in possessing 
the spirit of the New Testament they 
are fitting themselves for creative 
leadership. 
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To contribute to the development 
of such an attitude on the part of 
students and older youth by encour- 
aging them to study the Word of God 
is to share in one of the most effec- 
tive ways of giving our poor old 
world a chance for the future. Bible 
students who make an honest effort 
to find truth come to see that secular 
efforts toward brotherhood, though 
they are to be commended, are in- 
adequate. They see that “we must 
stop trying to be brothers and be- 
come sons.” Thousands of youth 
learning this great truth can bring to 
the needy world lives of creative love 
and honest concern for all men. 

The Revised Standard Version of 
the Holy Bible, bringing the Word of 
God to us in the language of today, 
can help to bring young people more 
surely into the presence of God, into 
the atmosphere of Christ’s spirit and 
-mind and into fellowship with him. 


How to get the Bible studied 

Many different methods of study- 
ing the Bible are being used by stu- 
dents and other older young people. 
Ordinarily it is best to start with 
those who are seriously interested in 
finding the meaning of life, intelli- 
gently and realistically. We can then 
work out through them to touch the 
_lives of both the smug and the skep- 
‘tical with a new spirit which can 
transform them also. 

In general, the most useful man- 
ner in which Bible study is being car- 
ried on by these young people today 
is through small groups. These run 
all the way from bull sessions to well 
disciplined cell groups. A few pat- 
terns are followed frequently. 


1. There are the small Bible study 
groups which are related to larger 
gatherings such as conferences, con- 
ventions and retreats. Following gen- 
eral presentations, the larger gather- 
ing is broken down into small groups 
in which the real job of study is done. 
Usually these groups bring some sort 
of report to the larger fellowship. 

It is in these national or area gath- 
erings or all-campus special events 
that many students have their first 
experience of study which opens to 
them the vistas of the Bible. They 
go back to their campus groups with 
a new interest in Bible study and 
with a method to share with other 
students. 


2. Many student centers have been 
successful in setting up Bible study 
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Older young people and students turning to small fellowship groups for Bible study are a 
source of "hope for our day." 


groups. Some of them have several 
such groups going at the same time, 
serving different students. Some have 
the guidance of skilled leaders and 
some are quite informal and carry on 
without leadership except, perhaps. 
that given by a convening student. 

3. In some cases preparation 1s 
made through pre-study, by a leader 
or by all members of the group. Such 
preparation usually leads to a more 
productive discussion. 

4. A popular procedure is known as 
“on the scene Bible study.” A leader 
or panel is chosen to prepare and 
present a rather comprehensive back- 
ground study of some _ scriptural 
event, then the group members carry 
on by picturing themselves as “‘on the 
scene” and by giving their reactions, 
opinions and evaluations. 

5. Another type of small group calls 
itself a “‘conversat.” In it there is 


~ simply conversation on a_ selected 


topic from the Bible or related to it. 
This differs from the bull session in 
that it usually generates less heat 
(and perhaps more light) and in that 
the bull session is spontaneous and 
begins without a selected subject. 

6. The “buzz session” is a popular 
method for securing the participation 
of everyone in a large gathering. Fol- 
lowing an address or presentation the 
large group is broken up quickly and 
for a few minmtcs only, into “buzz” 


groups right in the room where the 
larger meeting is held, for discussion 
of the presentation. Each group 
agrees on one or two comments, opin- 
ions or questions, to be shared with 
the entire group when it is called 
back together. 

7. The use of prepared outlines is 
another successful method. The out- 
lines are often prepared by a mem- 
ber of the group, or by a committee 
and are mimeographed for distribu- 
tion. Sometimes printed outlines in- 
stead are obtained through church or 
related agencies. 

8. The cell group has done a great 
deal to further interest in Bible study. 
I shall comment at length on this 
comparatively new way of fellowship 
discipline, for I quite agree with El- 
ton Trueblood who claims that this 
rise of what he calls “Redemptive 
Societies” or the “Fellowship of the 
Concerned” is one of the signs of 
hope for our day. 

The mood of the cell group is re- 
ceptive. It takes seriously the Chris- 
tian claim that the Spirit guides and 
strengthens those who are committed 
to the Master and are willing to 
be prompted into disciplined action. 
In this article I must confine myself 
to a discussion of that phase of the 
cell experience that has to do with 
Bible study. 

First, picture a group of from four 
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to ten people who have come together 
for their weekly meeting, seated in a 
circle, usually with no table between 
them, ready for Bible study. They 
have in all probability already shared 
their unselfish “concerns” and have 
been in silent unhurried prayer for 
perhaps forty-five minutes or an 
hour. They have been renewing their 
dependence and in silence have re- 
stated their faith. They turn then to 
the Scripture passage previously 
agreed upon and still in a receptive 
mood they individually and silently 
ask God to speak to them through 
His Word. The passage chosen is 
nearly always as short as five or ten 
verses. There is silent, prayerful and 
contemplative. concentration on the 
passage with complete freedom from 
a sense of being rushed. 

At a mutually acceptable time each 
member of the group who desires to 
do so briefly, clearly and without 
argument, shares with the whole 
group what insight he has had during 
the prayerful period of study. There 
is no discussion—no questioning—no 
‘“pbroving”—no agreement or disagree- 
ment. There is simply a succession of 
personal statements concerning the 
meaning of the passage to each one 
taking part. Sometimes several say 
almost exactly the same thing. Some- 
times an old familiar passage bursts 
into new meaning because of the in- 
sight of one or other of the students 
who are eager for the leading of the 
Spirit. 

I have heard it said by some of 
these young people that the way to 
study the Bible is to “Read accurately, 
interpret honestly, apply drastically, 
and act prayerfully.” 

One student was heard to say, after 
using this method in a study of the 
passage including the Master’s new 
commandment, “I’ve always known I 
should love my neighbor—but today 
I’ve seen which neighbor needs my 
love right now and how I am to pro- 
ceed in sharing it with him.” 

It should be said that this method 
of study could not properly be thought 
of as scholarly or comprehensive. 
However, as devotional study it is 
tremendously useful and, in the very 
best sense, inspiring. 


Use several translations 


Various translations and versions 
should be brought into use, not only 
in cell groups but also in many other 
types of Bible study groups. This al- 
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ways brings valuable results. The two 
that have seemed most provocative 
(and certainly most popular) in the 
groups I have conducted or in which 
I have shared are the Revised Stand- 
ard Version (although, of course, up 
until this time only the New Testa- 
ment has been available) and the 
J. 3B. Phillips translation of the 
Epistles entitled “Letters to Young 
Churches.” By selecting a verse or 
two from these two texts and com- 
paring them with the King James 
Version, ene may see how richly the 
fellowship of  scripture-students is 
blessed through the use of several dif- 
ferent translations. 


Now the completion of the entire 
Bible in the Revised Standard Version 
will provide the occasion for a re- 
newed and enlarged interest in Bible 
study. 

Many other methods are used ef- 
fectively with students and _ older 
young people. Role playing is in- 
creasing in popularity. After care- 
fully reading, discussing and medi- 
tating upon a passage of scripture, 
individuals assume the roles of the 
persons in it and re-enact the Bible 
story, quite informally and sponta- 
neously. Then the roles are reassigned 
to other individuals, who, in turn, 
act out the story, giving their inter- 
pretation in their own words. En- 
tering into the roles in this informal 
fashion can lead to a deeper appre- 
ciation of the message than is often 
possible through discussion and medi- 
tation alone. 


More formal drama, the presenta- 
tion of plays or pageants with scenery 
and the memorization of lines, calls 
for more time than many student fel- 
lowships feel that they can give, but 
when used has great value. Non-stu- 
dent groups have been particularly 
successful in the use of this kind of 
drama. Such presentations render a 
service beyond the membership of the 
group. Religious plays, to the surprise 
of some people, tend to draw a larger 
attendance than secular plays given 
by the same groups. 


Visual aids on the Bible are in- 
creasing in number and quality. They 
are particularly valuable if used in 
correlation with other methods of 
study, rather than as “fa show.” As 
visual aids we should not think of 
movies, slides and filmstrips alone, 
valuable as they are. Prints made 
from the great religious paintings and 


art windows are a great asset in any 
serious study of the Bible. If a group 
is near enough for it, trips to art 
museums, churches which have good 
pictorial windows, murals or mosaics, 
and to art departments of libraries, 
colleges and universities will be il- 
luminating. 

For those not ready to attempt the 
rhythmic choir, or as a supplement 
to it, choral reading of scripture can 
bring a rich experience of under- 
standing the original meaning, feel- 
ing and impact of scripture. For 
either of these methods, the leader- 
ship of someone skilled in it is a great 
advantage. In their simpler forms, 
however, any group which approaches 
the venture with devotion and simple 
instructions in a book to guide the 
effort, will find these methods yield 
good results. 


There is great advantage in bring- 
ing together for Bible study people of 
like interests. Among students, added 
insight is found when “Medics” get 
together, or majors in other fields. I 
recently heard of a handful of Eng- 
lish majors who were composing let- 
ters that might have been written in 
New ‘Testament days! Some real 
study would have to precede such a 
chore. One of the letters was from 
Zacchaeus to another tax gatherer 
telling him of his new friendship with 
Jesus and what it meant to him. It 
was recently suggested that a group 
of engineers might well study the 
roads, bridges and- buildings of the 
Holy Land to understand better the 
New Testament. 


In much of this article I have ob- 
viously been thinking of students. 
Here and there I have indicated a 
method especially useful with the 
non-student young people, but I have 
not faithfully done so in each in- 
stance. Anyone mindful of the dif- 
ference between the student and non- 
student can select from among the 
methods described those which will be 
most useful with his particular group. 
Every church with young people of 
this age, in or out of school, has be- 
fore it an opportunity and responsi- 
bility to which it should respond with 
enthusiasm. The Revised Standard 
Version can be a new instrument in 
its hands—a great asset in the work 
of bringing the Good News of the 
Bible to those who are stepping over 
the threshold from youth to face the 
difficult years of adult responsibility. 
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Teaching 
The Bible 


by Dwight E. Stevenson 


ANY. PEOPLE have acted as 

though everything in the Bible 
happened on Sunday; it has seemed 
remote from their everyday affairs. 
Written in a strange kind of speech, 
about unfamiliar topics, it has seemed 
fit for the stained-glass atmosphere 
of the church, but of little use in the 
counting house or the factory, in the 
kitchen or office. 

Fewer people feel that way about 
the Bible now. For thousands the 
Book is coming alive. It is beginning 
to speak in their language, to their 
own special condition; and it is bring- 
ing them insight not to be found else- 
where. One reason for this is that 
the sense of emergency which has set- 
tled over our world is akin to that in 
the Biblical world. 

This reawakening of interest in the 
Bible is heartening; it creates a new 
opportunity for preachers and for 
church school teachers. But we must 


not teach the Bible so that people - 


will praise it or believe it for its 
own sake. We must teach it so that 
they will become transformed per- 
sons through reading, appreciating, 
and believing it. How can we do 
this? 
1. Begin with those who are taught 
A teacher preparing to teach the 
Bible to adults will have a specific 


Dr. Stevenson is Professor of Homiletics 
at The College of the Bible, Lexington, 
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For thousands the Book is coming alive. 


group in mind. He will know the 
members of the group personally, so 
that he will not be speaking to stran- 
gers. But he will also know something 
about adult characteristics. He will 
understand that adults have growing 
edges as well as younger people, that 
these growing edges are the problems 
with which they are struggling and 
that though these change as the years 
wear on, every adult has some emerg- 
ing challenge to enter into a new 
phase of larger life. 


There are the problems of parent- 
hood; but being the parent of an in- 
fant, of a teen-ager on his first date, 
or of a newlywed beginning her own 
home are different experiences. Be- 
ing a grandfather is different from 
being a father; and one does not suc- 
ceed at either without doing some 
growing. Getting launched in a voca- 
tion is one thing; settling down to 
a well established vocation is another; 
and retiring from it is still another. 
Each development calls for a new 
step in personal enlargement. Being 
a young mother making a home for 
tiny children is different from being 
an aging grandmother for whom a 
home is made in her daughter’s 
house; the shift calls for spiritual 
pioneering both for mother and for 
daughter! 

Not only will a teacher prepare for 
a specific group of adults, he will 
begin his class session by coming di- 


rectly to one of the interests or prob- 
lems of the group. 


Suppose he is teaching a lesson on 
Abraham’s departure from Ur _ of 
Chaldees for the unknown land of 
Canaan. He would begin by having 
the members of the class recite per- 
sonal instances in which they gave 
up a tested and secure way of doing 
things for something new and un- 
tried. Listing these on the board as 
they are brought forth, the teacher 
might write down something like this: 


FROM TO 
Tried and Secure New and Uncertain 


High school in College in distant city 
home town 


Bachelorhood Marriage 

Rental Building own home 

Old fashioned Contour farming 
agriculture 

Silence on cor- Exposure of corruption 
ruption 


Later in the class hour, after the 
presentation of the scripture, the left- 
hand column could be renamed “My 
Ur of Chaldees” and the right-hand 
“My Land of Canaan.” Then would 
be the opportunity to dig in deeper 
to consider some areas of personal and 
social pioneering in which the mem- 
bers of that particular adult group 
ought to engage. Father Abraham 
would come intimately near—uncom- 
fortably near, for some! 

The successful Bible teacher will 
ask not only “What am I teaching?” 
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but “Who am I trying to teach? 
How can I tie into their problems? 
How can I create in this lesson a re- 
source of enriched living for them?” 


2. Grasp the Bible in living terms 

The successful teacher of adults 
will have to know his Bible. But he 
will have to know it as something 
more than a book of chapters and 
verses, of doctrines and miracles, of 
remote events and sayings. He will 
have to know it as movement, as 
striving, as personal revelation, as 
community experience, as universal 
history, as living reality which hap- 
pened in time but which goes on 
happening with timeliness and time- 
lessness. 

How can the teacher do this? 
Through reading the Bible in modern 
speech and in large units, preferably 
a book at a time. It is here that the 
Revised Standard Version will help. 
The Bible, when it is allowed to speak 
in living language and in its natural 
units, is a living book. Read several 
versions. Read by fields of study— 
the prophets in series, the gospels to- 
gether, the epistles of Paul. 

But you will also need good Bible 
study aids: a good set of maps, a 
book on biblical history, a good com- 
mentary. The first two will be sup- 
plied in The Westminster Historical 
Atlas of the Bible and in Harris 
Franklin Rall’s Essentials of Bible 
History; the last by the new Inter- 
preter’s Bible (in 12 volumes) or by 
any one of several one volume com- 
mentaries such as The Abingdon Bi- 
ble Commentary and The One Vol- 
ume Bible Commentary by Dumme- 
low. 

There is also immense value in 
making your own outline of a bibli- 
cal book and in writing the message 
of the book in condensed form in 
your own words from the author’s 
point of view. For example, outline 
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians; then 
imagine that you are Paul writing 
his letter, but say it in your own 
words, in one third the space. You 
will never again be in doubt as to 
what Paul was trying to tell the 
Galations! 


3. Unify each lesson around a theme 
and an aim 

What are you trying to say? Why 
do you want to say it? Every teacher 
should answer these questions early 
in his preparation of each lesson. It 
is easy to scatter the scripture about, 
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to leave a confused impression, and 
to achieve no clear result. The teacher 
must know his subject as a unity—so 
clearly that he can boil it down to 
one simple sentence—and he must 
know his object with the certainty of 
a target. 

For example, suppose you are 
teaching a course on the Apostolic 
Church and you are dealing with 
church organization in that early pe- 
riod. You will show how the church 
was organized at Jerusalem, at Anti- 
och, and in the gentile churches re- 
sulting from Barnabas’ and Saul’s in- 
vasion of Cyprus and Galatia. This 
is a large body of scripture. The dan- 
ger of leaving a scattered impression 
is real. Let us boil down the lesson 
into a theme or proposition: “The 
early church in each of these three 
localities was organized as best fitted 
that situation: at Jerusalem, around 
the Apostles; at Antioch, around lay 
missionary teachers and preachers; in 
Galatia, about the eldest and wisest 
men in each community.” And what 
shall be the object of the lesson? We 
phrase an aim: “To show that or- 
ganization in the early church was 
dynamic and changing, a means to 
the growth and spread of Christianity, 
and not a static pattern, intended for 
all time to come.” Such an aim will 
help in modern times to build inter- 
denominational tolerance and to cre- 
ate the ecumenical church. 


4. Carefully plan your teaching 
methods 


We have just looked at the what 
and why of the lesson; now we must 
make sure that we know how to teach 
it. A teacher with a clear idea of the 
persons he is teaching and of what he 
wants them to grasp will search cre- 
atively for the method which seems 
best suited to his purpose in that par- 
ticular situation. The guiding ques- 
tions are, “What am I trying to do? 
How can I best do it?” 


Return to that lesson on early 
church organization. How shall you 
teach it? After a brief description of 
congregational, presbyterian, and epis- 
copal organization, you might throw 
out a question, “How does God in- 
tend the church to be organized?” 
Then would follow some class dis- 
cussion in which one type of church 
polity might be upheld by various 
class members as the New Testament 
polity. You might even ask for scrip- 
tural support for the position up- 
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held. You could then go on to quote 
a passage which showed that there 
was at least one other type of polity 
in the New Testament Church. This 
would indicate the need for a deeper 
study of the question. 

Next you would go directly to the 
scripture. Ahead of time you would 
have provided scripture references 
on numbered slips and have given 
them to three persons, one to read 


all references on the church at Jeru- 


salem, one for Antioch, and one for 
Galatia. Each man might summarize 
the organization of the church as his 
scripture shows it. 

You will have a map of the Medi- 
terranean world before the class, 
either on chart or blackboard. As 
each place is mentioned, it will be 
pointed out. 

You could now divide the class into 
“buzz groups” of six persons each, 
allowing them six minutes in which to 
arrive at an answer to the question 
with which you started—each group 
to elect a chairman and a secretary. 
Call the discussion at the end of six 
minutes and ask for a one minute re- 
port from each secretary. Correlate 
findings and arrive at statements con- 
sistent with the theme and the aim of 
the lesson. These can be written on 
the blackboard. 

Now let us review the teaching 
methods employed. In the order of 
use, they were: (1) Question and ans- 
wer. (2) Group discussion. (3) 
Quoting scripture from memory. (4) 
Comment by the teacher. (5) Bible 
reading. (6) Lecture-comment. (7) 
Visual aids. (8) Buzz group discus- 
sions. (9) Reports. (10) Lecture- 
summary. . 

A few teaching methods of value 
to adult groups deserve special men- 
tion. 


Audio-visual aids 


These include blackboards, maps, 
charts and individual pictures, with 
which every classroom ought to be 
equipped. Adults will find reproduc- 
tions of art masterpieces useful, such 
as paintings of the rich young ruler, 
Jesus among the doctors, Jesus in 
Gethsemane, and many others avail- 
able in color at most publishing 
houses. 

Projected pictures include five 
categories: individual slides, film- 
strips with and without accompanying 
disc recording, and silent and talking 
motion pictures. Most denominations 
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have audio-visual departments which 
make these aids available and give 
help in the use of them. Many quar- 
terlies now list audio-visuals best 
suited to the lessons. Never use a 
projected picture as a substitute for 
a lesson; make it an aid, and never 
use it without comment and discus- 
sion which tie it into your teaching 
objectives. 


Assigned reports 

If your class is discussing a lesson 
in which Corinth figures prominently, 
for example, ask a class member to 
consult encyclopedias and bible dic- 
tionaries and to bring in a two or 
three minute report on ancient Cor- 
inth. It will enliven the class hour, 
and it will draw the member into 
the class experience. 


Panels 

Panels or round-tables composed of 
four or more members may be used. 
For example, a panel can present the 
biblical “Idea of Suffering,” using 
Harry Emerson Fosdick’s book, A 
Guide to Understanding the Bible. 
Each person on the panel can make 
a brief two-minute presentation of 
one of the nine positions discussed in 
that book. Following the presenta- 
tions the panel can discuss the mean- 
ing of these positions. 


Guest speakers 

Sometimes guest speakers whose 
profession or experiences fit them to 
comment on some aspect of biblical 
history may be used. For example, a 
Jewish lawyer was invited by one 
class to speak on the influence of 
Egypt upon the history and literature 
of the Jewish people. He did this in 
a lesson dealing with Moses. He did 
a workmanlike job which was very 
impressive and which greatly ad- 
vanced the quarter’s work. 


Role playing 

Role playing is a light, impromptu 
drama in which members of the panel 
use their imagination to defend the 
point of view of persons represented. 
For example, earlier we suggested 
that three persons might read the 
scriptures on church organization in 
Jerusalem, Antioch and Galatia. It 
would be easy to turn this group into 
a role playing panel. This could be 
done by having each member of the 
panel give in his own words the posi- 
tion of his particular church and 
argue for it following the initial pre- 
sentation of each point of view. 


Interpretative reading 

Have a good reader, perhaps a 
speech teacher in the high school, 
read the scripture for the day’s lesson 


as a dramatic reading. Charles Laugh- 
ton, the movie star, has made the 
Bible live in all parts of America by 
reading it with imagination and im- 
pact. It is possible to assign parts, 
using different voices for the different 
characters in the scriptural passage 
itself. For example, in reading the 
story of the prodigal son one might 
have the following voices: that of 
Jesus to carry the narrative section 
of the story, that of the prodigal son, 
the elder brother, the hired servant, 
and the father. Such a scripture 
reading, preferably rehearsed once, 
will prove not only interesting but 
instructive. 

Undergirding the use of any of these 
is one unvarying principle: The class 
must participate with the teacher in 
the learning process; there must be no 
feeling of teacher-over-class telling 
pupils who are passively listening. 
Even when a teacher is lecturing, he 
must be talking with his students rather 
than at them. 

The sense of group solidarity-in- 
quest must prevail throughout the 
whole session. The atmosphere must 
be family-like. And, like families, 
these classes should develop persons 
who, through biblical insight, are 
growing up into him who is the head, 
even Jesus Christ. 


(See page 47 for news of "Introduction" to R.S.V. Old Testament) 


The New Bible Hymn 


THIS HYMN, by Miss Sarah E. Taylor, was selected 
from 550 hymns submitted in competition, as the one to 
be used in connection with the Revised Standard Version 
Bible Observance. For a full story about Miss Taylor, 
the hymn and its selection see page 46 of the September 
1952 issue of the Journal. 


O God of Light, thy word, a lamp unfailing, 
Shines through the darkness of our earthly way, 
O'er fear and doubt, o'er black despair prevailing, 
Guiding our steps to thine eternal day. 


From days of old, through swiftly rolling ages, 
Thou hast revealed thy will to mortal men, 
Speaking to saints, to prophets, kings and sages, 
Who wrote the message with immortal pen. 


October, 1952 


The Divine Gift 


Tune: "Ancient of Days" 
Alternate—"'Charterhouse" 


Undimmed by time, the word is still revealing 
To sinful men thy justice and thy grace; 
And questing hearts that long for peace and healing 


See thy compassion in the Saviour's face. 


To all the world the message thou art sending, 

To every land, to every race and clan; 

And myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending, 
Acclaim with joy thy wondrous gift to men. 
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If you leave it to the church school— 
If you do not use the Bible at home— 


Hene ia ‘What “You Ane ‘Missing 


OTHER WAS COMING home 

from the hospital with a new 
baby brother. Bobby, age 5%, and 
Billy, age 8, were to see David, their 
new baby brother, for the first time. 
Their planning helped to make it a 
real event. 

We talked about it for a week. 
How would we celebrate the event? 
The boys had all kinds of ideas. Since 
it was January, a month after Christ- 
mas, Bobby suggested we sing a 
Christmas song. Billy thought we 
should read something from the Bible. 
Both of them thought each of us 
should say a prayer. 

We had celebrated Christmas with 
much singing and when I asked Bob- 
by what we should sing, he answered 
appropriately, “Let’s sing Away in a 
Manger.” And Billy suggested we 
read the story of the baby Jesus. Both 
agreed that beginning with Bobby and 
proceeding to Daddy, each of us 
should say a prayer. 

The evening finally came. The 
boys went along to the hospital to get 
mother and baby David. They 
couldn’t see David until we got home. 
Tenderly they helped carry the bas- 
sinet into the house. We placed it 
in the middle of the living room and 
huddled around as we took our first 
look. We listened to him breathe. 
We watched his every action. We 
repeated the performance, uttering 
our “ohs” and “ahs” for several min- 
utes. Then the boys asked, “May we 
do it now?” Knowing what they 
wanted we nodded our assent. 

Billy got the Bible and turned to 
the second chapter of the Gospel ac- 
cording to Luke. He read the twenty 


Mr. Rumpf is Director of Adult Work and 
Audio Visuals for the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. His office is in Philadelphia. 
He and Mrs. Rumpf collaborated in writing 
this article. 
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verses without assistance during which 
time Bobby stole a few glances at his 
baby brother. After hearing the 
scripture we sang Away in a Manger. 
Then each of us prayed God’s bless- 
ing on our newly arrived brother. 

Six years have come and gone. They 
have been filled with precious experi- 
ences. The Bible has never been 
dragged into any situation. But some- 
how or other almost every situation 
has called for the use of the Bible in 
some way. In our family we have not 
made a fetish of Bible reading. 
Rather, we have sought to make each 
story, each passage of scripture fit 
the mood of the moment, help answer 
the question or meet the need of the 
hour. 

Had we left all religious education 
to the church school we would have 
missed some of our finest family learn- 
ing experiences. The religious educa- 
tion of ourselves and our children 
would have been sadly neglected. 
Church school lessons are more than 
Sunday experiences. We usually read 
them during the week or on Saturday. 
Scripture references are looked up 
and read. Mother teaches in the Jun- 
ior Department and she and Bob 
often make a project of their Sunday 
to Sunday study of the lesson. Bill, a 
junior high, usually finds a spot alone, 
often later in the evening, where he 


studies his lesson. The family is fre- » 


quently involved when out of his per- 
sonal study and daily experiences 
there arise questions of interpretation 
and meaning. Doubts regarding any 
aspect of the Bible are dealt with in 
a free and open atmosphere. His the- 
ology is maturing and is tested and 
questioned in his day to day contacts 
outside the home. While in the home 
a sense of the tried and the true helps 
keep belief and action on an even 
keel. 


by Oscar J. and Alethea D. Rumpf | 


When other interests crowd us 

Like many families we have other 
interests that crowd in on us. But 
we refuse to let them push the Bible 
out of our family life. We try to 
make the Bible a living book. It is 
kept alive when children and parents 
learn together to work, worship and 
play with it. Puppetry and Bible 
study received a new impetus in our 
family when our church school used 
the puppet Bible films produced by 
the National Council of Churches. 
Bible people became real characters. 
One son designed puppet characters. 
Our daughter, Vera, age 12, recently 
adopted into our family, made their 
clothes. The oldest boy made the 
stage and little brother became the 
announcer and curtain manipulator. 


Mother and Dad tried to be a good ' 


audience. Interest in and apprecia- 
tion of their efforts is all children ask. 

Recently, some neighbor children 
shared with our family in playing 
Bible charades. We made them up as 
we went along. Matthew was repre- 
sented by arithmetic figures and by 
pointing to a person; the parable of 
the lost coin by looking around and 
fingering an imaginary coin. From 
charades we moved to pantomime 
and the dramatizing of certain in- 
cidents. The next evening the chil- 
dren chose up sides, arranged for an 
adult audience, gathered old clothing 
for costumes and worked for an hour 
with their Bibles, looking up new 
stories and new words. After these 
preparations were completed the 
stories and words were acted out and 
the audience tried to identify each. 
The two six year olds thrilled from 
top to toe when they guessed the 
superb dramatization of the lost sheep. 
All the children got a laugh out of 
Dad lying down near an old tire and 
acting the part of the man who sat 
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by the pool for thirty-eight years. 
_A more formal use of the Bible has 
characterized our family devotion pe- 
riod. The reader is chosen by the 
group partly on the basis of rotation 
and partly on the basis of what is to 
be read. When our children were 
quite small, we would read a passage 
and they would repeat it after us. 
The participation of every child has 
always been uppermost in our plans. 


It is not always easy to keep a bal- 

ance in family Bible study and read- 
‘ing, but it is important for all ages 
to know that the attempt is being 
made. For example, there have been 
times when the Bible passage has 
fitted the needs of the junior high 
-son or of us parents. At such time 
a balance was maintained by choosing 
prayers and songs to meet the needs 
of the children. 


Much of the Bible concerns itself 
with families, how a family lives to- 
gether and in relationship to other 
families. All of it is of utmost con- 
cern to God’s great family on earth, 
the family to which we too belong. 
We have read about these Bible fam- 
ilies: We have played the part of 
such Bible families as those of Han- 
nah, Elkanah, Samuel and Eli; of 
Jacob, Rachael and the sons Joseph 
and Benjamin; of Elizabeth, Zacha- 
rias and John; of Joseph, Mary and 
Jesus and of Lois, Eunice and Timo- 
thy. We have read these stories, 
chosen who would act each part and 
played them with such interest and 
meaning that the memory of them 
will hardly escape us. 


How treat this holy book 

A rather serious discussion ensued 
- recently between our eleven year old 
son and a girl of the same age. Helen 
had suggested that the Bible was a 
holy book. Bob agreed, but his in- 
terpretation of holy was different. 
Helen said, “You should never place 


answered, “It doesn’t make any dif- 


you can get at it!” Helen wanted 
the Bible kept clean and unspotted. 
Bob, long before, had used a pencil 
on his in a number of places. 


_ When David was three and four 
years of age he had an inexpensive 
New Testament of his own from 
which he “read” Bible stories about 
‘the baby Jesus. He used this well- 
worn and well-marked New Testa- 
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anything on top of the Bible.” Bob_ 


ference what you put on it, just so - 


Children become interested in the Bible if the parents share a genuine interest 


in it. 


The Bible is central in the Bruce Dean family, Maquoketa, lowa, on 


special days—and all days. 


ment on every occasion possible. At 
the table he used it as a prayer book 
from which he “read” his own psalms 
of thanks. 


When the children were younger 
and unable to remember all the de- 
tails of a particular Bible story we 
read a part of it and they acted the 
story scene by scene, repeating the 
words we quoted to them. Repetition 
of a good thing is a delight to chil- 
dren. We called it practice. When 
we knew our story well we “held” our 
family altar period. Thus play, learn- 
ing, worship, were knit closely to- 
gether in a unit. The Bible has slowly 
come alive through the years. The 
children have grown quite adept at 
directing these special family activi- 
ties. We parents often played the 
part of the injured man whom the 
good Samaritan aided, or the lost 
sheep well-hidden in a corner or 
closet. 


We have used the twenty-fourth 
Psalm by dividing our family into two 
groups. One group kept the gates of 
the temple, and asked, “Who is the 
king of Glory?” while the others, 
represented the worshippers seeking 
entrance with the right answer, said, 
“The Lord strong and mighty.” The 
children are literalists at times. The 
words, ‘He that hath clean hands” 
meant a hand washing for those seek- 
ing entrance. Guessing is intriguing 
to children, so we have related some 
facts about a Bible character giving 
additional clues or completing the 
story until they could identify it. 


One of the ways our children have 
chosen to close the day, is for each 
of them to quote a favorite passage 
or passages of scripture. The special 
occasions and seasons like birthdays, 
Christmas and Easter find us prepar- 
ing in advance by familiarizing our- 
selves with the Biblical events of those 
seasons. We have drawn pictures of 
many Bible scenes and hung them in 
our “art gallery.” 


Each of us has a Bible of his own. 
Since we have had the Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the New Testament 
we have used it most often, though 
it has been fun comparing various 
versions. Obviously the new version 
is clearer to children. Luke 15:8 in 
the American Standard Version used 
“ten pieces of silver” whereas the Re- 
vised Version speaks of “ten silver 
coins.” The archaic “How think ye?” 
in Matthew 18:12 reads “What do 
you think?” and the use of the word 
“thee” in a passage like Matthew 18: 
15 changed to the more direct “‘you” 
makes the Bible much more under- 
standable. 


There is no easy formula for the 
family to follow in using the Bible. 
Every family is different. The Bible 
is a living book designed for all of us. 
Each family will work with it in its 
own way. But it is essential that we 
work at it. There is one suggestion 
that will work wonders. Children us- 
ually become interested in whatever 
interests their parents. Sometimes we 
wonder, “‘Are we interested enough in 
this living book?” 
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John W. Alexander 


Samaria Ostraca 28, 29 from “‘Harvard Ex- 


cavations at Samaria,’’ 
Harvard University Press. 


British 
Museum 
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2. Writing came much later. In- 
scriptions found in the palace of 
Jeroboam II in Samaria show the 
kind of writing used in the time 
of Amos. 


3. A relief on the palace of 
Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria shows 
two media of writing. Two scribes 
take dictation from an officer. 
One writes on clay with a wood- 
en stylus; the other with a brush 
and ink on papyrus or leather. 
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|. The Bible began as people shared their 
experiences and interpretations of them, pass- 
ing them on from generation to generation 
by word ofsmouth, in story, prose, poetry 
and song. 


4. In the time of Jesus writing was usually 
done on Papyrus or leather scrolls. Later, vel- 
lum, or parchment, (prepared from skins of 
young animals) was used for valuable docu- 
ments, 


Picture from ‘‘God Has Spoken”. Copyright West- 
minster Press, 1949. Used by permission. 
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6. The Codex Sinaiticus, a Bible manuscript in Greek dating from 
the fourth century, was discovered in 1844 at the Monastery of St. 
Catherine on Mt. Sinai. These pages from Matthew show the use 
of vellum in codex form; that is, cut into pages for binding as a 
book, probably a Christian invention. 


Durer Boston Museum of Fine Arts 


5. 1n the year 382 the Pope asked Jerome to produce an au- 
thoritative version of the Latin Bible. For his Old Testament he 
went back to the Hebrew rather than the Greek. The history of 
the Bible in Western Europe for a thousand years revolved around 
this Latin Vulgate. 


Photograph from copy in Yale University Library ~ 
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7. During the Middle Ages 8. The first book printed in Europe was the Latin Bible, printed 
the Scripture text was pre- by Gutenberg in the years 1450-55. This was a reproduction 
served through continual of the text than current. Only a few copies were made. They 
copying by monks, many of were illuminated by hand, as shown above. 

them fine artists who il- 

luminated their manu- 

scripts. 


Picture b Lanning from 
New York Public Library 


i 9. In 1530 Luther's translation of the Bible into the German ver- 
_» nacular made it available to the German people. His version was 


ae ‘ a 


From painting by von Paul Thumann in the Reformation Room of 
‘ Wartburg Museum 
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British Museum 


10. The history of the English 
Bible really begins with John 
Wycliffe. A page from his New 
Testament of 1380 is shown 
above. It was copied by hand, a 
translation from Latin into 14th 
century English. 
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Painting by We Johnstone “from 
by permission of Dodd Mead and Co. 
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14. The Geneva Bible of 1560 was 
found in many English homes. It 
was the first to use verse divi- 
sions. It was nicknamed the 
"Breeches Bible" because in 
Genesis 3:7 (shown left) occurs 
the translation: "They sewed fig 
leaves together and made them- 
selves breeches." 
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11. 150 years later William Tyndale was first to try to print 
the Bible in English. He was opposed by the Catholic 
Church and burned at the stake as a heretic before com- 
pleting the work. His New Testament, 1525, was an original 
translation from the Greek. (center, above.) 


12. A few years later sentiment had changed and ‘Miles 
Coverdale was able to print the first complete Bible in 


English in 1535. 


It was based on Tyndale's and Luther's 


translations. This title page shows scenes from the Bible in 
woodcuts. (right, above.) 


13. The first 


“Authorized Version" 


of the English Bible was 


the Great Bible, commissioned by Cromwell, and published 
in 1539. Copies were put in churches and chained down, 
where people came to read them. Two Bible scholars, Dr. 
E. J. Goodspeed and Dr. John C. Trever hold Dr. Good- 
speed's first edition copy. (left, center.) 


15. The King James Version of 1611 (below) was the climax 
of English Bible history. It has been popular for over 300 


years. 


First edition copy in Dr. Goodspeed’s collection 
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and Sons 


lis In the latter part of the 19th century the difficulties in popular 
use of the King James Version, together with new knowledge of the 
original text led to two important revisions. A group of British and 
American scholars published a revision in 1885 (left) which has been 
used in the British Isles and the Dominions. 


17. Further revisions of this version were made by the American members and 
published as the American Standard Version in 190! (right). This has been 
largely used in church schools since that time. 
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18. Soon new discoveries of Bible fragments challenged the accuracy of these revisions. The 
Chester Beatty papyri discovered in 1930 (left center, a page from Revelation) pushed the 
knowledge of the text of the Bible back to an earlier date than any previous manuscript 


discovery. 
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19. In 1948 an announcement was made of the discovery in Palestine of 
a Hebrew manuscript of Isaiah (columns I-IV above) which probably 
dates from the second century B. C. This is 1000 years older than any 
other extant Hebrew manuscript of this book. This and other manuscripts 
found at that time are known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


20. For the past 15 years American scholars have been working carefully 
on a new revision of the English Bible incorporating new learnings and 
putting the text into the language of today. The complete Revised Stand- 
ard Version went on sale on September 30, 1952. Two pages from Isaiah 
are shown left. 
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‘VYouns fon tho Aasking 


Keep sending in questions that you 
face in your church school work: ques- 
tions about curriculum, organization, 
parent cooperation, leadership re- 
cruitment and training, youth work, 
adult classes, or any other matter. 
There will probably be someone who 
has found an answer to your question 
and will be glad to pass on his experi- 
ence, ‘Also send in short accounts of 
successful activities in your own 
church, for use as “The Idea of the 
Month." If yours is used in this way 
you will receive a year's subscription 
to the JOURNAL for yourself or 


someone you may name. 


The Idea of the Month 
A Family Altar 

Dr. Robert E. Speer used to say, 
“Empty is the life of one who has not 
a place to pray.” The Iowa Inter- 
Church Council has done something 
about the family’s need of a place to 
pray. It has arranged for the manu- 
facture and distribution of a family 
altar. The altar was exhibited at the 
Towa State Fair held in Des Moines, 
Iowa, in August, 1952. 

This family altar is made of birch 
veneer. It fits into a square corner, 
has a kneeling bench across the front 
of it, and room on the altar for a 
cross and candles, or the Bible and 
other devotional material. It is col- 
lapsible for packaged shipment. The 
altar can be used as an individual 
place of worship, or as a center of 
attention for family group worship. 

With the appearance of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible 
this fall and the renewed emphasis 
upon worship and Bible study in the 
home, the suggestion of a family altar 
has struck a responsive chord in many 
hearts. Modern homes are often 
crowded, but in most of them a cor- 
ner can, be set aside as a special place 
for worship. Specialized furnishings 
are used, from the coffee-table and 
television-set in the living room, to 
the basket-ball backboard in the back 
yard. For many, this corner altar, a 
spiritual practice place, may be an 
answer that leads the way to mean- 
ingful worship at the heart of family 
life. 

Francis of Assisi built a one room 
cell and is credited with saving a 
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corner for the spiritual in a world 
confused. Vitality at the family altar 
is one way of saving our confused 
world, 


—John D. Clinton, 
Administrative Assistant 
Iowa Inter-Church Council 


(For further information about this family 
altar feel free to write to the lowa Inter- 
Church Council, 202 Shops Building, Des 
Moines, lowa.) 


What about attendance 
awards? 


“T have recently assumed the pas- 
torate of this newly merged church. 
Previous to the merger each Church 
School was using an attendance 
award system. Now the question 
arises as to whether or not one plan 
or the other should be continued. The 
subject came up in our Workers’ Con- 
ference recently and was referred to 
the Board of Christian Education. 
The Board has asked me to write you 
for information about trends in this 
matter and for your suggestions.” 

—Harold Kamenz, Detroit, Michigan 

(This question was answered di- 
rectly at the time it was received. 
Since it is frequently asked in corre- 
spondence and in discussion groups, 
and represents a problem faced in 
many churches, we present here in 
reply a discussion of it by Dr. John 
Leslie Lobingier on pages nine and 
ten of his book, The Better Church 
School, published September 15, 1952, 
by The Pilgrim Press, Boston 8, Mas- 
sachusetts. It is used with the per- 
mission, of author and publisher.) 


An Answer 


What are the objections to giving 
pins and other awards for mere at- 
tendance? (1) The system is expen- 
sive. The money used so lavishly to 
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pay for these awards might better be 
used to provide for real educational 
needs, to furnish better equipment, or 
to inaugurate a school library. (2) 
It stresses the wrong motivation. Pu- 
pils are moved to attend church 
school because of a pin that looms in 
the distance, whereas good education 
will build up interest in the activity in 
which the child is engaged, the en- 
terprises to which he is devoting his 
energies, the program of the church 
school itself. If the child’s interest is 
not in the experience itself, it will do 
him no lasting good to develop an 
interest in a pin or a banner that 
bears no relationship to the real pur- 
poses of the church school. (3) The 
implication of such an award system 
is that attendance is the one matter of 
major importance. It is not. As this 
chapter has attempted to bring out, 
and as many churches will agree, our 
aims are more basic. Why set up a 
system that gives recognition for that 
which is of lesser importance and 
passes by the values that are clearly 
of greater importance! If there is to 
be any kind of recognition, let it be 
for the more fundamental things. Re- 
cently I found a Jewish temple that 
gave six different forms of recognition 
at the end of the year: the Hebrew 
school prize, recognition for outstand- 
ing scholarship, an award for excel- 
lence in religion, a prize for pro- 
ficiency in Jewish history, an award 
for effort, and one for attendance; 
but the one for attendance was the 
last of six. (4) Thé plan causes the 
spread of sickness, for with an award 
at stake pupils with colds and other 
forms of illness often insist on going 
to school when they ought to be at 
home. (5) The system of awards for 
attendance, whether in the form of 
pins or prizes for individuals or of 
class banners for groups, is a sign of 
defeat. Church schools that are do- 
ing the most significant work are do- 
ing so without artificial props; the 
pupil’s interest has been attracted to 
what is really important—not to the 
award. When leaders feel that they 
have failed in achieving the ends for 
which the church school exists, they 
are tempted to grasp at something 


else that may give a sense of success, 
and right here attendance awards be- 


gin to appear. 


“Anyone who becomes a church- 
school worker must have some idea 


(Continued on next page) 
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by INTRODUCING the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible in a church it will be 


_ well to plan carefully for the use of audio- 


visual materials. They will help people 
gain quickly an appreciation of the new 
version. Several are listed below, in two 


‘sections. The first includes those on the 


development of the Bible, on its use and 


lspecific RSV materials. The second list 


is supplementary and includes both con- 
tent and interpretive materials. 


Especially recommended for use 


in introducing R.S.V. 
Filmstrips 


Adventure in Ourtown 


67 frames, B & W, available with a 
reading script (sale, $1.50) or with a 
33% rpm microgroove record (sale, $5.). 
Produced by the Departments of English 
Bible and Audio-Visual and Radio Educa- 
tion, Division of Christian Education, Na- 
tional Council of Churches in cooperation 
with the Society for Visual Education. 
Available from SVE and denominational 
publishing houses. 

Story of the development of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the New Testa- 
ment with examples to show that this ver- 
sion is written in the language of today. 
(See p. 197, Audio-Visual Resource Guide 
for Use in Religious Education.) 


Story of Our Bible 
58 frames, B&W, with a children’s script 


_and one for adults. Produced and dis- 


tributed by the Pilgrim Press and avail- 
able from some denominational publishing 


Ve houses: Sale, $3. 


Brief outline of the origin of the Bible, 
how it was written, collected, translated, 
printed and used from Old Testament 
times to the present date. The final pic- 


(Continued from page 26) 


as to the things that the church school 
ought to achieve. His first concept 


may be supplanted by a better one 


after he has had longer experience, — 
for from time to time every educator 


must re-examine his aims, add to 
them, subtract from them, and mod- 
ify them. We must have an open 
mind, ever in search of new light. But 
the results for which we look must be 


in terms of persons; we realize our 


aims in. Christian education when 


~ something happens to this girl, that- 


boy, these young people. 


—John Leslie Lobingier, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


PSone dian. Visual Materials 
for Use in Wible Study | 


ture shows the RSVNT. (See p. 197, Re- 
source Guide.) 


Teaching the Bible to High School Youth 
Teaching the Bible to Adults 

About ,78 frames each, B&W, 2-12” 
records, 78 rpm. Produced and distributed 
by the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. Sale, $12 each title. 


The first sound filmstrip tells the story of * 


a Sunday school teacher and his experi- 
ences with his class as he teaches the Bible. 
The second filmstrip tells of two adult 
classes in Bible study. Shows use of charts 
and outlines to improve the teaching of 
the Bible; also stresses the importance of 
discussion. 


Slides 
The Story of the Bible in Pictures 

Color slide set in two parts. Produced 
by the Methodist Church. Available from 
Methodist Publishing Houses. Rental each 
part, $2.50; sale $30, each part mounted 
in glass with complete manuscript. 

Part I. What Lies Back of Our English 
Bible? (48 slides). Traces the history of 
the text of the Bible from earliest stages 
of development to modern Hebrew and 
Greek student texts. 


Part II. The Story of the English Bible. 
(45 slides). Deals with the early attempts 
of Anglo-Saxons to paraphrase parts of the 
Bible story of Wycliffe, Tyndale, Cover- 
dale, and the other great English versions 
of the sixteenth century. Deals also with 
story of manuscript discoveries, concluding 
with their application in the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament. 


Record 


The Creation 

One 12” doublefaced record, 78 rpm. 
Reading from the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible by Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, 
Executive Secretary, Division of Christian 
Education, National Council of Churches. 
Musical presentation by the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Training School choir, President 
Robert W. Beaven reads ‘‘Creation.’”’ Sale, 
$2. Available September 28, 1952. Order 
from denominational bookstores or the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


Supplementary resources 


Films 


At Work with the Word 

16 mm, color, 21 min. Produced and 
available on loan from American Bible 
Society. 

The work of the American Bible Society 
in distributing the Bible in many parts of 
the world; the different translations, the 
special editions prepared in Braille. (See 
p. 197, Resource Guide.) 


Bible on the Table 
16 mm, sound, B&W, 21 min. Pro- 
duced by Broadman Press and available 


from _RFA, 
houses, and 
$8.00. 

How a delivery boy, impressed by wor- 
ship at breakfast observed by a certain 
family, persuades his own family to adopt 
the same practice. 


denominational publishing 
some local dealers. Rental 


45 Tioga Street 


16 mm, sound, B&W, 35 min. Pro- 
ducer: United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. Available from RFA and some denom- 
inational publishing houses. Rental $9.00. 


Danny Parker, a boy of 14, learns how 
three of his adult friends discovered Christ. 
(Some scriptural passages used are from 
the Revised Standard Version.) For moti- 
vation to better Christian living and as an 
introduction to a discussion of the Bible, 
its use and its influence upon social prob- 
lems involved in living better Christian 
lives. 

Joseph in Egypt 

Joseph and His Brethren 

Moses and His People 

Moses in Egypt 

Moses and the Ten Commandments © 


B&W or color, Rental: $5.00 (B&W) 
or $7.50 (color) per title, running time of 
1344 min. each. Produced by the Broad- 
casting ‘and Film Commission, National 
Council of Churches, they are available 
from RFA, denominational publishing 
houses, and some local dealers. 


The first two puppet films are based on 
stories of Joseph depicted in the Old Test- 
ament (recommended for primary through 
junior high age groups). The latter three 
portray a part of the life of Moses as sug- 
gested in the title (Junior through adult). 


Filmstrip 
The Good Book 


89 frames, color, sound; available in a 
10” microgroove record (one side), 33% 
rpm (sale, $13.75); or 2-12” records, 78 
rpm (sale, $15.75); or in silent filmstrip 
version with a reading script (sale, 
$10.25); also available in 3-12” records 
only (5 sides), 78 rpm (sale, $7.00). Pro- 
duced and distributed by the American 
Bible Society. 

A picture of the history of the Bible and 
its place in the world, including glimpses 
of early writers and translators, and the 
work of the Society. (See p. 196, Resource 
Guide.) 


The above selections are taken from the 
Audio-Visual Resource Guide for Use in 
Religious Education, second edition, Parts 
I, II, and III. (Sale, $1.50 per copy from 
the Department of Publication and Dis- 
tribution, National Council of Churches, 
79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Ill.) 


Sources 


Consult the Audio-Visual Resource 
Guide, Appendix A, beginning on page 
303 for nearest denominational publishing 
houses, RFA libraries, and local dealers. 

* * * * 

The above information was compiled by the 
Department of Audio-Visual and Radio Educa- 
tion, Division of Christian Education, National 


Council of Churches. 
2 
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M@ & \W/orship Resources 


+ ee Department 


By Lillian White Shepard* 


Theme for November: 


For the Leader: 


The hope back of these services is that 
they may help to evoke true gratitude 
from the hearts of primary children. Let 
us avoid saying, “We ought to be thank- 
ful,’ or having the children say 
words of thanks that they do not feel, 
just to please the teacher or because other 
children are doing it. We should avoid 
having the children thankful because they 
have more than others. That should be a 
cause of regret. 

The desire to share food or money may 
grow out of the thankful feeling. You 
may have a local project you wish to 
help. If not, you can give through your 
denomination, through Church World 
Service, 120 East 23rd Street, New York 
10, N. Y. or the American Friends Service 
Committee, 20 South Twelfth Street, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Quiet times are often suggested when 
the children may wait to feel the presence 
of God. The leader herself must be in 
a quiet, humble, listening frame of mind 
if the children are to catch this spirit. The 
‘chapter on “Silence and Expectancy” in 
Jeanette Perkin’s (Brown) As Children 
Worship will be helpful. 


When songs listed are new to your pri- 
maries, acquaint them with the music by 
using it as a prelude or offering music. 
Read the words and sing it for the chil- 
dren. The next time they should be able 
to join with you. You might have a wor- 
ship preparation in which you teach the 
songs. 

All songs are in Hymns for Primary 
Worship, Westminster Press unless other- 
wise indicated. 


1. Rejoicing Over the Harvest 


Worsuip Center: A harvest picture such 
as “Peace and Plenty” by Inness, ob- 
tainable from the Chicago Art Insti- 
tute or “The Harvest” by Breton in the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, 
D. GC. Your public library may have 
these or similar ones. 

PreLuDE: Music of “Come, Ye Thankful 
People,” 5 

Catt To WorsHIP: 

“The Lord is in his holy temple; let all 
the earth keep silence before him.” 
—Habakkuk 2:20 (R.S.V.) 
(Pause for silence) 
“God’s Spirit dwells in you.” 
—I Corinthians 3:16b (R.S.V.) 


Catt to Quiet Time: A man who wrote 
*Dayton, Ohio. 
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We Are Thankful 


one of the poems in the Bible thought 
that God was saying to us, “Be still, 
and know that I am God.” Let us be 
quiet a few moments. Perhaps we may 
feel God speaking to us. 

Quiet TIME 


Hymn: “T Love the Quietness of Prayer,” 
39 

OFFERING: 
Leader: Shall we give our gifts of 


money now? (Explain what it is used for, 
giving one or two concrete illustrations. ) 

Receiving of Offering: (By pupils train- 
ed to do it with dignity, accompanied by 
music. ) 

Song: ‘Father, 
Bring Thee,” 169 
CONVERSATION: 

This is the first Sunday in the month 
called November. What special day comes 
in this month? Most all countries since 
people began to sow seed and gather 
grain have had a special harvest cele- 
bration. This celebration usually comes 
in the autumn. Why is that? (Bring out 
the fact that although fruits, grains and 
vegetables get ripe all through the sum- 
mer, by late autumn, they have all been 
picked, gathered and stored away for the 
winter; that families nowadays do not 
raise and store all the food they use— 
other people do that for them; farmers 
raise the food and factories can and 
package them for us to buy in the store. 
Find out if any of the children have had 
gardens and what they raised, also what 
their families have raised and how they 
have stored things away for the winter.) 


Hymn: “See the Farmer Sow the Seed,” 
36 


STory: 
REJorcInG OvER THE HARVEST 

When the harvests are all gathered in, 
the people feel very happy, because they 
have food to last them through the cold 
winter when nothing grows. 

In some countries when all the sheaves 
of grain but one are gathered and put 
in the barn, the reapers and their friends 
celebrate. They take that last sheaf of 
wheat or barley and braid or bind it into 
a doll. Somebody dresses it and decorates 
it with flowers and ribbons, then, every- 
body singing and laughing, hangs it in 
the barn until next harvest time. 

In the old days in England, the cele- 
bration would begin when the last load of 
grain was driven to the barn. The reapers 
and their friends would decorate them- 
selves and the load of grain with flowers 
and garlands, and every one would go to 
the barn with the last load. After the 
load was safely stored in the barn, the 
harvest home supper would begin. Every- 


Bless the Gifts We 


NOVEMBER 


one would eat all they could and have a 
wonderful time. 

The Hebrew people about whom we 
read in our Bibles did special things to 
thank God at the time of their harvest 
festival, which was ‘called the Feast of 
the Tabernacles. The people would build 
little houses of poles and branches and 
sprays of wheat and clusters of grapes and 
live in them during the festival. This re- 
minded them of the days when they had 
only. tents to live in and God cared for 
them just the same. They would live in 
these little booths a whole week and feast 
and enjoy the grains and fruits of the 
harvest. 


LEADER: Some one wrote a_ beautiful 
hymn about the harvest. It is called 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come.” 


Hymn: ‘Come, Ye Thankful People, 
Come,” 5 
BENEDICTION: (in unison) 


Help us to remember 
As we homeward go, 

God is always with us, 
Everywhere, we know. 


2. The Pilgrims’ Harvest Festival 

Worsuip CENTER: Use a picture of the 
first Pilgrim Thanksgiving feast. Try 
your public library, if you do not have 
a copy. 

PRELUDE: Music of “Very Softly I Will 
Walk,” in The Hymnal for Boys and 
Girls 98 and Worship and Conduct 
Songs 2. 

Hymn: “Very Softly I Will Walk” 

Catt To WorsHIP: 

“The Lord is in his holy temple; let 
all the earth keep silence before him.” 
(Pause )—Habakkuk 2:20 (R.S.V.) 
“God’s Spirit dwells in you.”—I Corin- 
thians 3:16b (R.S.V.) 

Catt To Quiet TIME: 

“Speak, Lord, for thy servant hears.” 
I Samuel 3:9c (R.S.V.) 


Song: “Father,-We Will Quiet Be,” 182 
Quiet TIME 
Hymn: “I Love the Quietness of Prayer,” 

39 
OFFERING: (The same as in service 1.) 
Story: 


Tue Pitcrims’ Harvest FEsTIvAL 

Last week we thought about harvest 
festivals which almost all countries have. 
It was more than 300 years ago when a 
little group of people called the Pilgrims 
landed on the shores of America at a 
place now called Plymouth. They had 
come from England because they could 


‘not worship God there as they thought 


they should. They were going to build 
a village and make their home in the 
new land. 

It was not easy work getting started in 
a new land. The Pilgrims did not have 
many tools with which to build houses 
and they were not skilled carpenters. Be- 
sides there wasn’t much food left on the 
ship which brought them over and in that 
country there were then no stores from 
which to buy groceries. The ship landed 


1The Hymnal for Boys and Girls, D. 
ton-Century Compan 
Songs, Presbyterian 


ommittee of Publication. 


le- 
and Worship and D. Angle, 


International Journal of Religious Education _ 


in December and no green things were 
growing and the Pilgrims did not know 
how or have equipment with which to 
catch fish in the ocean in the winter. 
Animals which might be used for food 
were hidden away in the woods. 


But when spring came there were wild 
green plants and wild berries to be picked 
and eaten and fish and wild fowl were 
plentiful and easy to catch. The Pilgrims 
began to be stronger and healthier. From 
an Indian friend, named Squanto, they 


learned how to plant Indian corn. They 


also planted barley and other seeds they 
had brought with them. 

Their crops turned out well and in the 
autumn they were happy and _ thankful 
to God because they had enough food to 
eat. 

‘Let’s have a celebration!’ some one 
suggested, “A harvest feast!” So the gov- 
ernor sent four men out into the woods 
to bring wild fowl for the feast. 

Their Indian friend, Squanto, went to 
invite Massasoit, the chief of the nearest 
Indian tribe, and his brother and a few 
other Indian braves. The Pilgrims were 
surprised when Squanto brought back 
ninety Indians, but they welcomed them 
and fed them. The Indians went out and 
caught five deer to add to the feast. 


Besides the deer, the wild turkeys, geese 
and ducks, there was corn bread and hoe 
cakes, and parched corn and wheat bread 
and biscuits and dried wild fruits and 
berries. It must have been quite a feast. 
The children may even have had popcorn 
balls because the Indians knew how to 
make these with maple syrup. 

There were no special church services 
as we have now on Thanksgiving Day 
but the Pilgrims were thankful for their 
many blessings and in their morning pray- 
ers and their Sunday services expressed 
their gratitude to God. 


ScriptuRE: Deuteronomy 16:13-15 and 
Psalm 104:13b-14 (R.S.V.) 


PLANNING TO SHARE: The children may 
suggest giving gifts of food to others at 
this time of year. See “For the Leader” 
for suggestions. 


PRAYER: Thanks that you are able to 
help others 

BENEDICTION: Same as last Sunday 

3. Our Food 


To THE LEADER: 

Use the same worship materials used 
in one of the previous Sundays before 
the conversation or story. The following 
poem written by a small child may be 
used to introduce the quiet time: 

God speaks to me in my mind. 


He says, “Be good, be kind.” 
Worsuip CENTER: A _ bowl of oranges 
or a fruit arrangement including them. 


CONVERSATION: 

What kinds of foods did the Pilgrims 
have for their harvest feast? We can 
get many more kinds of foods than the 
Pilgrims had. Why is that? We have 
many kinds of grains and foods made from 
grains. What are some of them? We 
have many kinds of meats, although they 
are high priced. What are some of them? 
We have products from animals called 
“dairy products.” What are they? We 
have many kinds of fruits and juices made 
from fruits. What are some of them? 


It is a good thing for people to eat 
many different kinds of food to make 
different parts of their bodies grow strong. 

We can be thankful for the many dif- 
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ferent kinds of good foods and learn to 
eat only those that do us good, then we 
will be well and strong to love and serve 
God. 

In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, “Give 
us this day our daily bread.” When we 
say that, we can be asking for the foods 
that do us good, and we can ask God 
to help us learn to eat only the foods that 
are good for us, because we love him. 
Prayer: Let the children make prayers; 

or gather up their thoughts yourself 

in a prayer, closing with: 

Feed me with the food that is needful 

for me. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
Story: 

ORANGES 


When we go to the store, we see big 
heaps of round golden oranges. Aren’t 
they beautiful? They taste good too. 
Many of us have orange juice every day. 
Orange juice is good for us. Some of us 
get orange juice in a can. Sometimes it is 
frozen. 

When your grandmother was little, a 
girl or boy would have been very happy 
to find an orange in his stocking on 
Christmas morning, probably the only one 
all year. 

A hundred and fifty years after the 
Pilgrims’ first harvest feast, a girl named 
Juliana wrote her cousin telling her about 
their Thanksgiving dinner. She wrote, 
“Brother Jack brought an orange to each 
of the grandmothers, but Alas! they were 
frozen in his saddlebags. We soaked the 
frost out in cold water, but I guess they 
were not as good as they should have 
been.” Juliana had never seen an orange 
before. 


There are many children today in other 
oa who do not have oranges or even 
milk. 


Hymn: “For the Fruit Upon the Tree,” 7 
REMINDER: Of plan to bring food or 
money next Sunday. 
BENEDICTION: 
“Let all that you do be done in love.” 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
you.” : 
I Corinthians 16:14, 23 (R.S.V.) 


4. We Are Thankful 


WorsuHip CENTER: Miniature market 
basket or other receptacle for your spe- 
cial offering. Fruits and vegetables of 
the season. 

PRELUDE: Music of “O God, We Give 
Thanks,” 157 


Catt To Worsuip: Psalm 100 (R.S.V.) 


Scripture: Psalm 122:1 repeated in uni- 
son (R.S.V.) 


Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People, 
Come,” 5 
LEADER: 


We are all, I am sure, truly thankful 
to God for the food which we have. There 
are others things for which we are thank- 
ful. Maybe there are some things for 
which we are even more thankful than 
for our food. Let us think of the things 
for which we are most thankful. Now we 
will bow our heads and be quiet and say 
“thank you” in our hearts to God. 


Quiet Time: For “thank-you” prayers 


Hymn: “O God, We Give Thanks,” 157 


Each year tens of thousands of fortu- 


nate boys and girls in homes and 
churches throughout the world learn 
about God by reading and _ hearing 
Egermeier’s Bible Stories. It has, for five 
generations, been a bulwark for build- 
ing Christian faith and character. No 
other medium of teaching the Bible is 
so attractive, and impressive. Covers the 
entire Bible. Chronological. Complete. 
Self-pronouncing text. Recommended by 
leaders of all churches. 


Egermeien 
BiBLE STORY 
Book 


For the Story Hour 


Children love these stories. They are 
written for them on their level of under- 
standing, out of love for their young 
minds and hearts. They teach the right 
values! Here are stories to last a life- 
time. They will be read over and over, 
because they live! 


234 STORIES 
SELF-PRONOUNCING TEXT 
200 FULL PAGE PICTURES 

36 OF WHICH ARE IN COLOR 
PRICED FOR EVERY PURSE 


Egermeiera BIBLE STORY BOOK 


STANDARD EDITION 


Beautifully bound in durable cloth, with 
four-color sturdy jacket. Four pictorial 
Holy Land maps. Animated end sheets. 
New presentation feature on title page. 
Covers the whole Bible—Chronologically. 
No other book contains as many stories. 
Beautifully written in simple language. 
608 pages—special non-glare pa- $ 95 
per. The best seller of each year! 2: 


Egermeiers BIBLE STORY BOOK 


CHILD CULTURE EDITION 


A larger edition with lots of teaching 
helps. Besides all the features of the 
Standard Edition it contains 64 pages of 
questions and answers on each of 234 
stories. Interesting Bible $ 95 
facts. 688 pages. 3: 


Egermeiers BIBLE STORY BOOK 


DE LUXE GIFT EDITION 


The gift supreme for any child or family. 
Special maroon fabrikoid binding. Silk 
page marker. Contains all the fea- 
tures of the Child Culture Edition plus 
16 pages of 31 color pictures on the life 
of Christ. 16 full-page photographic Holy 
Land scenes. 720 pages. $ 4 95 
Beautiful red gift box. ° 


ORDER FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SUPPLY DEALER 


Nptunor Prosgncrens 
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At Worship 
A HYMNAL FOR YOUNG CHURCHMEN 


Edited by Roy A. Burkhart, W. Richard 
Weagly and Hazel R. Brownson, 


AMONG ITS VALUABLE FEATURES: 


Complete worship services. Best 
of the old hymns — Choicest of 
the new. Most completely in- 
dexed hymnal on the market. 
Quality hymnal at low price. 
Suitable for all age groups. 


“The issuing of a book of hymns 
that is a distinct aid to worship is 
an event. This book is a delight in 
the thoughtful care that is evident 
in its arrangement. It is designed 
not merely to contain hymns but 
to make a particular hymn that is 
wanted available to the program 
maker.''—T he PresbyterianTribune 
416 pages 
$2.00 each; $1.75 each on orders of 
25 or more 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
New York 16, N. Y. 


OrFerinG: ‘The same as in service num- 
ber 1 

SPECIAL OFFERING 

PRAYER: For those to whom your special 


offering is going 
Tak: 
PRAISING Gop 


When you feel very thankful to God 
for all he has done for you, you want to 
praise him. To praise God means that 
your heart is singing inside you. You 
want to speak to God and tell him how 
much you love him. You want to sing 
to him. You want to make music to ex- 
press your love to God. 

Sometimes people in the Bible felt that 


POO YZ ag hy es 
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~ IDEAL 

AWARD cad GIFT 
BOOKS 

§o+7- to 10- year-olds 
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‘Little-Folks 


35c¢ each. 


way. They made up poems telling how 
they loved God. They called on other 
people to praise God too, 

I’m going to read some of these verses 
and after each one if you love God and 
feel like praising him, you can_ say, 
“Praise, praise to God!” 

Canticle of Praise: (Pause after each 
verse for the children to respond. ) 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 


Praise the Lord! 

For it is good to sing praises to our 
God; 

Young men and maidens together, 

old men and children! 

Let everything that breathes praise the 
Lord! 

Praise the Lord! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I 
have being. 

Praise the Lord! 

Selections from Psalms 146-150 
Hymn: “Being Thankful Every Day,” 12 
BENEDICTION: 

“The Lord bless you and keep you: 
The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you: 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
you, and give you peace.” 
—Numbers 6:24-26 (R.S.V.) 


5. Being Thankful Every Day 

Worsuip Center: “The Angelus” or a 
picture of children giving thanks at 
table 

PRELUDE: Music of 

Every Day,” 12 
For tHe LEADER: Choose worship ma- 

terials from services 1 or 2 
CONVERSATION: 

Thanksgiving Day is past. Do you 
want to tell us anything about your 
Thanksgiving? Was it a very happy day? 
Did any of you think about God on 
Thanksgiving Day? Do people feel thank- 


“Being Thankful 


ful for things at other times besides 
Thanksgiving time? One person wrote a 
song about being thankful every day. 


Shall I read the words to you? 

Hymn: “Being Thankful Every Day,” 12 

LEADER: Shall we be silent now and see 
if there is anything for which we want 
to say ‘““Thank you” in our hearts? 


Quiet Time: For silent “thank-you” 
prayers 

CONVERSATION: 
A man in the Bible wrote, “Rejoice 


four-color biblical 
irthdays or any occasion. 


Any Four $1.25. 


PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 


Bible-centered stories that have real value in the Christian 
training of the young. Each book presents twelve carefully 
and delightfully written one-page stories. 
illustrated with a_ full-page, 
Ideal gift for Christmas, 

Durable. schoolbook style binding, printed in four colors, 
varnished for longer use. Size 516x634. 


A GOOD BIBLE STORY LIBRARY FOR TINY TOTS 
All Eight $2.50 


ORDER FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SUPPLY DEALER 
Warner redd ANDERSON 12, INDIANA 


International Journal of Religious Education 


Each story is 
picture. 


always; . give thanks in all circum- 
stances.’ (I Thessalonians 5:16, 18a, 
R.S.V.) Do you ever find that you don’t 
feel happy, or don’t feel thankful? Some- 
times it is because we have kept so busy 
God has not had a chance to speak to us 
and make us thankful. 

Story: 

Betty’s Day 

Betty looked cross when she came down 
to breakfast. “She must have gotten up 
on the wrong side of the bed,” remarked 
Father. 

“She is just tired,” said Mother. 
was up too late last night.” 

Father bowed his head and thanked 
God for their good breakfast of orange 
juice, oatmeal and milk. Betty swallowed 
her orange juice, but pushed the oatmeal 
away. “I don’t want that. I’m tired of 
cereal!’ she said crossly. She didn’t want 
her milk either. At that moment, as at 
every moment, millions of children were 
very hungry. How happy they would 
have been for oatmeal and milk, but 
Betty was not thankful for hers. 

She pushed her chair back from the 
table and went to the cupboard and pulled 
out her box of toys. She took out one 
after another and threw them on the 
living room floor. She could not find one 
she wanted to play with. She was sick 
and tired of them all. 

“What can I play?” she said to her 
mother in a whiny voice. “I don’t have 
any nice toys.” 

At that time, as at every time, there 
were millions of children in the world 
who had not one single toy with which to 
play, but Betty was not thankful for all 
her nice toys and games. 

“Betty, dear,” said Mother, “you are 
too tired to be happy this morning and 
thankful for all your things. You need 
to have a good long day of rest in bed. 
Our trip yesterday was too exciting and 
tiring for you. Today you must go to 
your room and rest all day.” 

“T’m not tired,” whined Betty, but she 
knew she was. “Can I look at books?” 

“Yes.” said Mother, “you must stay 
right in bed, but you may look at your 
picture books, and color and cut out pic- 
tures if you wish.” ‘ 

Betty got back into her pajamas and 
crawled into bed. Mother shut Betty’s 
bedroom door and went down to the 
laundry to wash. No one else was in the 
house. It was very quiet, not even a 
radio was going. At first Betty felt lone- 
some, then gradually she began to feel 
better. She began to like the quiet. She 
slept part of the day. 

When Betty came down to dinner that 
evening, Daddy noticed at once how 
bright her eyes looked and how rosy her 
cheeks were. How good the baked po- 
tato and meat and spinach tasted! How 
thankful Betty felt for them! They were 
especially good with her glass of milk. 
After dinner she went out to her swing. 
What fun it was to go way up into the 
blue sky! What a beautiful world it was, 
sky, trees and all! Betty was thankful for 
every bit of it. Her day of rest had 
given God a chance to get back into her 


“She 


heart. She was truly thankful. 

Hymn: “Rejoice, Give Thanks, and 
Sing!” 178 

PrayeR: For help to keep a thankful 
heart 

BENEDICTION: 


Father as we leave this place 
May we thankful be. 

May thy joy light every face 
And keep us glad for thee. 


—— 


Junior Department 


By Arlene S. Hali* 


Theme for November: 
We Lift Our Praise 


For the Leader: 


November has five Sundays, but only 
four worship services are outlined here. 
These are undated so you can use them 
as they best suit your group. Resource 
material is given at the end. This may be 
used in developing services of your own. 
It is not important to follow any worship 
service to the letter, but it is important to 
help boys and girls have a genuine experi- 
ence of worship. 

In the service “We Sing Our Praise” 
the leader will need to prepare slips of 
paper with the proper wording for each 
junior who is to assist. A worshipful mood 
will most likely prevail if the juniors sit in 
their regular seats and read these. Adapt 
the suggestions and the wording to fit your 
own group. If there are things for which 
your group feels true gratitude, these are 
the things that should be mentioned. 
When possible use the juniors’ own words. 

Each call to worship is from the Bible. 
The reference is given so the leader can 
read the call from the Bible rather than 
from the magazine or a slip of paper. 

Hymns and musical selections are found 
in Hymns for Junior Worship, Westminster 
Press, unless otherwise indicated. ‘They 
are also found in many other hymnals. 


1. A Hymn of Praise 


Worsuip CENTER: Picture, 
lus” by Millet 

PreLupE: “All Things Praise Thee,” 16 

Catt To WorsHIP: 

Leader: “Enter his gates with thanks- 
giving, and his courts with praise! Give 
thanks to him, bless his name! For the 
Lord is good;”—Psalm 100:4-5a (R.S.V.) 

Choral Response: (Refrain to “All 
Good Gifts Around Us,” 113) 

All good gifts around us 

Are sent from heaven above; 
Then thank the Lord, 
O thank the Lord, 

For all His love. 

LeapER: What are the good gifts that 
have surrounded you this week? Let 
each of us think of these good gifts and 
thank God for his goodness. 

SILENT Prayer: (Pianist may repeat the 
above refrain once or twice) 

Hymn: “A Song of Thanksgiving,” 3 

ScripTuRE: Psalm 100 (Read or repeated 
in unison from R.S.V.) 

Hymn: “All Good Gifts Around Us,” 113 

Hymn Srory: 

Att Goop Girrs Arounp Us 

(Pianist could play the hymn very softly 
during the hymn study.) 


“The Ange- 


*Associate Children’s Editor, Publication Board 
of the Church of God, Anderson, Indiana. 
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Let us look closely at the picture, ‘The 
Angelus,” on our worship center as we 
think about the praise hymn we have 
sung. 

We plow the fields, and scatter 
The good seed on the land, 
But it is fed and watered 
By God’s almighty hand; 
He sends the snow in winter, 
The warmth to swell the grain, 
The breezes and the sunshine, 
And soft refreshing rain. 


These words have come to us from 
Germany. They were written by Matthias 
Claudius, the son of a Lutheran pastor, 
more than 150 years ago. For several 
years Claudius was a newspaper man and 
a literary editor in Hamburg. He left 
this work when appointed Commissioner 
of Agriculture in north Frankfurt. There 
Claudius became acquainted with some 
free thinkers. For a time he was so taken 
up with this new way of life that he forgot 
about religion. Then came a serious ill- 
ness. How empty life seemed! He had 
nothing to give him strength and courage. 
Claudius came to believe that faith in 
God was one of the most important parts 
of life. Resigning his job as Commissioner 
of Agriculture, with all its honors and 
good salary, Claudius returned to Ham- 
burg. Here he became literary editor 
again, but this time he was a literary 
editor with a new religious spirit. It was 
probably during this time that Claudius 
wrote the hymn we have enjoyed singing. 

(Pause while the pianist plays through 
a stanza of the hymn.) 

How fitting that a man who had been 
a Commissioner of Agriculture should 
write this hymn! As he thought again of 
those who plowed the land, sowed the 
seed, tended the fields, and gathered the 
harvest—he saw the goodness of God. 
God provided the land, the water, the 
warmth needed for growing. Man worked 
with God to make the harvest. 

Claudius was impressed with all the 
little extras God added to make life more 
beautiful and pleasant for his people— 
the colors of the flowers, the lights of the 
stars, the birds. What can we give to 
God for all these good gifts of love? 
Claudius beliéved we could give “our 
humble, thankful hearts.” 

Hymn: Refrain of “All Good Gifts 
Around Us,” 113 (sung softly) 

Prayer: (Thanks for God’s good gifts. 
Pray that God will help us to have 
thankful hearts for the goodness of each 
day.) 

LEADER: The words of the refrain we 
have sung are the kind that can sing 
in our hearts the whole week long. 
Each day as we see or feel the good- 
ness of God, our hearts can sing, ““Then 
thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for 
all His love.” 

BENEDICTION: 

“The Lord bless you and keep you: 

The Lord make his face to shine upon 

you, and be gracious to you: 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon 

you, and give you peace.” 
—Numbers 6: 24-26 (R.S.V.) 


2. A Psalm of Praise 


Worsuip CENTER: Something of lovely, 


natural beauty—fall leaves, flowers, bit- 
tersweet and dark green leaves. Place 
open Bible on worship table. 
PreLupe: “All Good Gifts Around Us,” 
113 
Catt To WorsuHIp: 
“Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving ; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with 
songs of praise.” 


—Psalm 95:2 (R.S.V.) 


Hymn: “All Things Praise Thee,” 16 

ScripTuRE: Psalm 136:1-9, 26 (R.S.V.) 
responsively, 

Junior: O give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 

Junior: O give thanks to the God of 
gods, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 

Junior: O give thanks to the Lord of 
lords, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 

Junior: to him who alone does great 
wonders, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 

Junior: to him who by understanding 


made the heavens, 


Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 
Junior: to him who spread out the earth 


upon the waters, 


Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 

Junior: to him who made the great 
lights, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 

Junior: the sun to rule over the day, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever ; 

Junior: the moon and stars to rule over 
the night, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever; 

Junior: O give thanks to the God of 
heaven, 

Response: for his steadfast love endures 
forever. 


PsaLmM Stupy: Psalm 136 


We have read together a part of Psalm 
136. The verses we read made us think 
of God the great Creator of our world. 
For many hundreds of years people have 
used this psalm to praise God. The Jews 
liked to use it especially for their great 
seasonal festivals. Because it was a psalm 
of thanksgiving, they used it during their 
national thanksgiving festival, the Feast 
of the Booths or Tabernacles. 

In Old Testament days the Jewish peo- 
ple probably used this psalm in worship 
somewhat as we read it this morning. 
The first line was chanted by the priestly 
choir, then all the congregation responded 
with the words, ‘For his steadfast love en- 
dures forever.” 

We did not read all of the psalm this 
morning. In fifteen other verses the 
priestly choir reminded the people of oc- 
casions in their own history when God 
had helped and taken care of them. As 
the people recalled stories they had heard 
of each of these events, their hearts must 
have been full of thanksgiving. No won- 
der they wanted to join in saying, “For 
his steadfast love endures forever.” 
Leaver: As we think of the people of 

all ages who have praised and thanked 

God, let us unite our own praise with 
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OTHER CHRISTMAS BIBLE STORIES 


@ HOLY CHILD 
(color, manual or records) 
According to St. Luke & St. Matthew. 
@® CHILD OF BETHLEHEM 

(black and white, manual) 
According to St. Luke. 

® BOYHOOD OF JESUS 

(black and white, manual) 

From Nativity to boyhood. 

THREE WISE MEN 

(black and white, manual) 

Nativity and flight into Egypt. 


.$10 
$15 
$3 
$8 


COLOR subjects with manual. . 
COLOR subjects with records. . 
BLACK & WHITE with manual. . 
BLACK & WHITE with records. . 


theirs as we sing “My God and King,” 
Ts 


Hymn: “My God and King,” 7 
Guwep Prayer: (To be a prayer of 
exultation) 


Joyously, let us praise the One who 
is our God and King. (Silence) 

As we think of the glorious colors of 
our world—the flaming leaves, the bril- 
liant sky, the glow of the sunset—let us 
praise the Creator, God. (Silence) 

As we think of the wonders of the 
heavens—the light of the sun, the beauty 
of the moon and stars—let us praise our 
God. (Silence) 

As we think of the marvels of the 
earth—the seasons, the harvest—let us 
praise Him. (Silence) 

As we think of the life He has created 
—plants and animals, people, and the 
love that lives within our hearts—let us 


Old Masters, 
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Cathedral “Films 140 No. Hollywood Way « Burbank, Calif. 


PICTURES & PRINTS 


The largest selection of Religious Subjects 
in America by world-famed artists 


Also complete stock of 
Moderns, 


Full eee bas promptly upon request. 


Ceatreichee's 


Full color and black nd e 
with manual or record “Beg ne © 
with prophecies of Yeaiale to 

Nativity and Shepherds. 


ANIMATED STORIES 


(Color with manual or records) 


WHEN THE LITTLEST 
KNELT 


CHRISTOPHER 


CAMEL ~ MOUSE 


How a little field 
mouse helps pre- 
pare the manger. 


Exquisitely  dif- 
ferent story for 
children, 


Order From Your Book Stores or Local 
Film libraries, or Send Check to.. 


praise our heavenly Father. (Silence) 
Amen. 
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World,” 17 


3. We Sing Our Praise 


WorsuHip CENTER: Picture of Hebrew 
family singing praises to God or pic- 
ture of juniors singing their praise. 
Open Bible and hymnal on worship 
table. 

PRELUDE: 
116 

Catt To Worsuip: 

“O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving ; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with 
songs of praise! 


“Come, Ye Thankful People,” 


Contemporaries. 


1208 Sixth Avenue 
(Dept. R) 
New York 36, N. Y, 


For the Lord is a great God,” 
—Psalm 95:1-3a (R.S.V.) 


Hymn: “All People That on Earth Do 
Dwell,” 1 
LEADER: Many, many times the Bible 


tells us to sing our praises to God. 
Let us hear some of these verses from 
the Bible. 

Scripture: (By four juniors using R.S.V.) 
Psalm 96:1-2a; Psalm 66:1-2; Psalm 
104:33; and Psalm 147:1 

LEADER: ‘This morning we want to sing 
our praise. Several juniors are going 
to tell us about times when they feel 
like praising God. Then we are going 
to sing-a stanza of a hymn that praises 
God for that particular thing. 

First Junior: I am thankful for the 
happiness and joy and fun that each 
day brings. Stanza two of “A Song of 
Thanksgiving” praises God for happi- 
ness. 

Hymn: “A Song of Thanksgiving,” 
za two, 3 

Seconp Junior: I want to be more 
thankful for the food we eat every 
day, not just the Thanksgiving dinner. 
Let us sing “All Good Gifts Around 
Us,” stanza two. 

Hymn: “All Good Gifts Around Us,” 
stanza two, 113 

Tuirp Junior: I’d like to thank God 
for all the days of the year when we 
feel strong and healthy. We can praise 
God for health as we sing stanza three 
of “Hymn of Thanksgiving.” 

Hymn: “Hymn of Thanksgiving,” 
three, 114 

Fourtu Junior: I’m glad to know that 
God is always taking care of us. Stanza 
one of ‘‘My Father’s Care” tells about 
that. 

Hymn: 
72 

FirtH Junior: I like to think about all 
the different sounds we can hear and 
the things we can see. “This Is My 
Father’s World” helps all of us to be 
thankful for these things. 

Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World,” 17 

Sixt Junior: My family and my friends 
are the people for whom I’m most 
thankful. We can thank God for the 
people who mean the most to us as 
we sing stanza three of “For the Beauty 
of the Earth.” 

Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth,” 
stanza three, 22 

Leaver: In quietness let us think about 
all the things we have for which we 
are thankful. (Silence) As our prayer 
let us sing the refrain of the hymn 
“All Good Gifts Around Us,” 113. 

BENEDICTION: 

“The Lord bless you and keep you: 
The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you: 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
you, and give you peace.” 
—Numbers 6: 24-26 (R.S.V.) 


4. A Festival of Praise 
and Thanksgiving 

Worsuip CentER: A trellis or arbor on 
which chicken wire has been fastened. 
Branches of greenery or fall leaves for 
the children to use in making a booth 
like Old Testament people made for 
their Feast of the Booths. A basket of 


stan- 


stanza 


“My Father’s Care,” stanza one, 
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fruit placed on a low table (Old Testa- 

ment people ate sitting on the ground) 

inside the booth. 

PROCESSIONAL: “Come, Ye Thankful 
People,” 16 (Juniors come into wor- 
ship room. singing, each carrying 
branches of leaves. In orderly procession 
juniors walk slowly to the front and 
fasten their branches into the trellis or 
arbor to make the booth. Singing con- 
tinues until the last junior has fastened 
his branch. ) 

Catt To Worsuip: “Let us come before 
his presence with thanksgiving; let us 
make a joyful noise to him with songs 
of praise!”—Psalm 95:2 (R.S.V.) 

LEADER: 

Tue FEAst oF Bootus 
This week we will be observing our 

festival of Thanksgiving. Sometimes we 

think of Thanksgiving as beginning with 
the Pilgrims, but it really began with the 
people of the Old Testament. They called 
their thanksgiving the Feast of Booths, 

Tabernacles, or Succoth. It was a family 

feast that included eight days of rejoicing. 

It was held late in October after the 

harvest had been gathered in. 

These eight days were happy ones for 
even the poorest. Those who had much 
shared with those who had nothing so 
all could enjoy the feast. Even the boys 
and girls helped make the booths of leafy 
branches and palm fronds. All eight days 
the families lived in their booths. They 
heard stories of the times the Hebrews 
had lived in tents in the wilderness. They 
thanked God for all his goodness. As 
they thanked God, they probably recalled 
the words of Psalm 136. 


ScripTuRE: Psalm 136:1-9, 26 (respon- 
sively, printed in the second worship 
service. ) 

Hymn: “All People That on Earth Do 
Dwell,” 1 

LEADER: Our Thanksgiving 


Your family will not build a booth and 
live out-of-doors for eight days, but you 
and your family can have the same feeling 
of praise and thanksgiving that these fol- 
lowers of God had. These are some of 
the things your family can do to observe 
Thanksgiving as a Christian family. 

The whole family can go to church 
for the Thanksgiving service on Wednes- 
day night or VYhursday morning. Your 
family can share some of the good things 
you have. You can give special thanks 
to God before eating your Thanksgiving 
dinner. You can have family worship and 
think of all the good things God has 
sent to your family during the past year. 
You can have thankful, glad hearts the 
whole day through. Yours can be a day 
of rejoicing, of thanksgiving, of praising 
God. 


Hymn: “All Good Gifts Around Us,” 


refrain, 113 (Have pianist play the re-- 


frain before the juniors sing it.) 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: By a junior 
BENEDICTION: 
“The Lord bless you and keep you: 
The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you: 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
you, and give you peace.” 
——Numbers 6:24-26 (R.S.V.) 
5. Resource Material 
Srory: 
One Gave THANKS 


Up the hills and down they climbed 
on their way to Jerusalem. The disciples 
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were full of questions as they walked with 
Jesus. Jesus was eager to answer those 
guestions. This was his last trip with his 
followers. This was to be his last Pass- 
over. There were many things the dis- 
ciples needed yet to learn, to remember. 


Passing between Samaria and Galilee 
the band approached a small village. At 
the outskirts of the village stood a group 
of ten lepers. They were waiting for 
Jesus. Their eyes must have been alight 
with hope as Jesus and his disciples came 
down the road. More than anything else 
they must have wanted to run up to the 
Master, to throw themselves at his feet. 
Instead, they stood a little off to one side 
of the road and waited. 

As Jesus drew nearer the ten men 

cried out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us.” 
Jesus looked at the ten. His must have 
been a look of understanding. He must 
have known the years of loneliness and 
suffering that comes to a leper. As soon 
as he had seen them and realized they 
were lepers, he called out, “Go show 
yourselves to the priests.” 

When the ten heard Jesus’ words, they 
went to do as he had said. Until the 
priest would say they were cured of their 
disease, they could not return to their 
families. “And as they went they were 
cleansed.” 

“Then one of them, when he saw that 
he was healed, turned back, praising God 
witb a loud voice; and he fell on his face 
at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now 
he was a Samaritan.” 

Remembering the others who had stood 
at the roadside calling for mercy, Jesus 
asked, “Were not ten cleansed? Where 
are the nine? Was no one found to re- 


turn and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” Then looking at the grateful 
face of the one who had returned to give 
thanks, Jesus smiled and said, “Rise and 
go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” (From Luke 17:11-19, R.S.V.) 
THANKSGIVING Customs 

Invite to your group persons of another 
race or nationality, and have them tell 
when and how they and their people 
have celebrated Thanksgiving. Use the 
hymn “All People That on Earth Do 
Dwell” and emphasize that followers of 
God everywhere have special times and 
customs for thanking God for his good- 
ness. 


' Save Time—Save Money 


PRINT YOUR OWN, 


POST CARDS 


The GEM STENCIL 
DUPLICATOR is per- 
fect for printing no- 
tices. Ideal for Social 
and Religious organiza- 
tions, clubs, businesses, etc. 
| ie ship the GEM complete 
with all supplies, Guide 
BB Board for accurate printing 
and 60-Page Book of Ideas 
BB: the snecial low price of 
only ~9.50 (a $17.00 value). 
B asy to use, 


sa 
ha 


BRR ae. 


21st Year 


a MONEY. Write and complete GEM outfit will be 
WRITE TODAY. 
Dept. 131 


a Use the GEM FREE at our expense! SEND NO 
sent you postpaid, After ten days, send us only 
$9.5U_ or return the GEM. You must be satisfied! 

Hi BOND EQUIPMENT Co. 

6633 Enright _¢ St. Lovis 5, Mo. 


Introduce the new Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible with this approved Filmstrip... 


_ “Adventure in Ourtown” 


This filmstrip presents the story 
of how the Bible came into be- 
ing . . . about the discovery 
and translation of original and 
copied manuscripts. A valua- 
ble source of information for 
teachers. Associates the Bible 
with known historical facts. 


Show changes in the meaning 
of words and €xpressions. 


Shown here is a scene from the filmstrip 


Sponsored by Thomas Nelson and Sons, 385 Madison 
Ave., New York 17, N.Y. Publishers of the Revised Standard 


Version of the Bible. 


Produced by The Department of Audio-Visual and Radio 
Education and The Department of The English Bible of 
The Division of Christian Education of The National Coun- 


cil of Churches of Christ in the U.S. A. 


CREATORS 


OF INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS INSTRUCTOR, SCHOOL: MASTER, SKYLINE PROJECTORS 


No. A762-1. "Adventure in Ourtown,” 
67 frames black and white, complete 
with 16-page reading script describing 
SCH: HCE ie 0.15 acl ales crave als shale $1.50 


No. A762-1R. Includes Filmstrip, read- 
ing script and 334 R.P.M. micro-groove 
12-inch record...... Datgtsiaials'e€ $5.00 


Society FOR VisuaAL EDUCATION, INC. 


(A Business Corporation) 


1345 DIVERSEY PARKWAY, CHICAGO 14 


Dept. 
RJ-9 
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Junior High Department 


By Laura A. Athearn* 


Theme for November: 
Thanks-Living 
For the Leader: 


This month we would like to lead boys 
and girls into a worship experience which 
will give them an appreciation of the 
real meaning of Thanksgiving. We need 
not emphasize too much the idea of 
thanksgiving for a harvest gathered in. 
Rather we would help boys and girls to 
understand that they should give thanks 
for all the things they enjoy. Since we 
live in a world of hardship and difficulty, 
it is necessary to learn that one may thank 
jod in time of adversity. The group 
should plan a service activity culminating 
at Thanksgiving time. Plans should be 
made to bring gifts for a family “adopted” 
for Thanksgiving on November 16 when 
the gifts will be brought to the worship 
center. 


1. The Earth is the Lord's. 


WorsHip CENTER: Cut out letters to 
form the words of the theme, “The 
Earth is the Lord’s.”’ Pin them on a 
drapery to form a background for an 
arrangement of autumn leaves and 
flowers. 


Catt to Worsuip: Psalms 66:1-2, 67: 
5-7, 50:1-2. (Choose one, from R.S.V.) 


Hymn: “My God, I Thank Thee,” or 
“For the Beauty of the Earth.” 
LEADER: 


Our worship this month leads us into 
the experience of Thanksgiving. Perhaps 
we have thought of Thanksgiving only as 
one special day when Americans cele- 
brate with a big feast. It is much more 
than that. Thanksgiving is older than 
America. It goes back to that first per- 
son, who, seeing beauty and goodness in 
the world around him, lifted his heart 
and voice to God saying ““Thanks be to 
God!” 

ScripTurRE: Psalm 24. 
First SPEAKER: 

This Psalm is one that was used in 
Old Testament times in connection with 
the Temple worship. It begins with 
hymn in praise of God the Creator: “Lhe 
earth is the Lord’s.” How. eften do we 
remember that the earth belongs to God? 
We can think. ef many ways that people 
have wecd the earth and its fullness to 
give joy and life to people. It is good to 
know that if we use it right the earth 
can produce enough food to keep every 
person in the world from ever being hun- 
gry. The earth produces coal for heat, 
oil and gas, and many countless things 
that men have learned to use for the 
benefit of mankind. 


Hymn: “Let the Whole Creation Cry,” 
or “There’s a Wideness in God's 
Mercy.” 


SECOND SPEAKER: 
“The earth is the Lord’s and the full- 


*Youth Worker, First Methodist Church, Athens, 
Ohio. 
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ness thereof,’ but, we see ugliness and 

destruction when persons use God’s earth 

for selfish purposes. When children cry 
for food and there is none, something 
wrong has been done. 

TuirD SPEAKER: 

“The earth is the Lord’s and the full- 
ness thereof,’ but, war has destroyed ‘the 
good earth God provided, and much of 
its resources have been used to cause 
suffering and death instead of life and 
beauty. 

LEADER: 

It is true that there are many ways in 
which God’s good gifts have been used 
to hurt and destroy. When Jesus came 
to earth he found it a place of ugliness 
and sin. He showed the people by his 
own deeds of love and kindness how God 
wanted his world to be. All Christians 
can help to make God’s world a place 
of thankfulness and praise by their own 
acts of love and kindness. 

PrayeR: We thank thee, O God, for 
thy beautiful world. We praise thee for 
all the beauty that man has helped to 
create. 

We are sorry, O God, for the many 

ways in which thy good earth has been 

made ugly. Help us to learn how to 
make goodness and beauty grow as we 
follow the way of Christ, our Master. 

Amen. 

Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” or 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised.” 

BeNEpDicTION: The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God be 
with us always. Amen. 


2. Now Thank We All Our God 


Worsuip CENTER: Use picture of home 
scene with family at worship as back- 
ground, or use picture of Christ. Place 
opened Bible on table with tall yellow 
candles on either side. Have candles 
lighted during the call to worship. 

Catt to Worsurp: Isaiah 48:17, or 


Ephesians 1:3-4. (Choose one, from 
R.S.V.) 
Hymn: “We Praise Thee, O God, our 


Redeemer, Creator,’ or “O Worship 
the King.” 
Responsive Reaprnc: Psalm 105:1-8. 


(This may be given by two readers 

from the back of the room. Use R.S.V.) 
Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God.” 
Hymn Srory: 


Martin Rinkart, who wrote this hymn, 
lived in Germany at the time of the 30 
Year's War. During his whole lifetime, he 
lived under the shadow of war. His child- 
hood must have been filled with fear and 
suffering. 

When he had completed his education, 
Martin chose to be a minister in his home- 
town of Eilenburg. It was a terrible place 
to live, for into that walled city came refu- 
gees from all parts of the country. There 
was never enough food in that war-torn 
city, and it is said that in one year eight 
thousand people died. Martin was the only 
minister left in the city, and he spent his 
time ministering to the sick and feeding 
the hungry. Hungry children surrounded 
his house, and often he would give them 
the food that was allotted to himself and 
his family. 
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Martin Rinkart was: a poet and musi- 
cian, and one day he decided that his peo- 
ple needed a new hymn for worship. What 
could they sing about in their suffering 
and fear? Surely they could thank God for 
something. After much thought he began 
his poem, 

“Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices.” 

He had told them three ways to thank 
God. Did you ever try to thank God with 
heart and hands as well as voice? 


Then he thought of the one thing for 
which everyone could be truly thankful, 
the comfort and safety of mother’s arms. 
Martin Rinkart was trying to say that God 
is like that in caring for his children. Let 
us sing the first stanza of this hymn, re- 
membering that we, too, can thank God 
for his love and care. 


Prayer: Read part of hymn. 


BENEDICTION: Thanks be to God for all 
his good gifts to us, and may we ever 
be mindful of his goodness to all the 
people of his world. Amen. 


3. Thanksgiving in Time of 
Adversity 


Worsuip CENTER: Prepare background 
of autumn leaves and flowers. Use 
large table on which may be placed gifts 
the boys and girls have brought for 
Thanksgiving sharing. Put gifts on table 
as Junior High members arrive, unless 
you plan to do this in service 4. 


Catt to Worsuip: (Choose one) Psalm 
145:1-3 or Psalm 96:11-13, (R.S.V.) 
Hymn: “Now Thank We all our God” or 

“My God, I Thank Thee.” 

LEADER: 

There was a time when the Hebrew 
people forgot to keep their usual thanks- 
giving feast. Great hardships had come to 
them. Wars were fought and the people 
were taken captive to a strange land. Per- 
haps they thought they did not have much 
for which they could thank God. But there 
were a few people who did remember to 
pray to God for help. God answered the 
prayers of the captive Hebrews by send- 
ing them a great leader, Nehemiah, who 
helped them to return to their native land. 
They built up their destroyed city and re- 
built the place of worship. They remem- 
bered once more their thanksgiving festival 
and planned to keep it again. Our Script- 
ure tells of this time. f 
ScripTuRE Reapinc: Nehemiah 8:9-12. 

(R.S.V.) 

Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is our God” 
or “Faith of our Fathers.” ; 
Story: 
WHEN THE BaRNEYS KeEprT 
THANKSGIVING 

The Barney family were now living in a 
little shack on the edge of town. Their 
home had been destroyed by fire, includ- 
ing all their possessions. Neighbors and 
friends had been kind to them, giving 
them shelter and food for several days 
until this tiny house had been found. Now 
they were on their own. 

It was a great change for all of them. 
At first they were so thankful that no one 
was hurt and that they were together that 
they did not think much about what they 
had lost. But life was difficult and differ- 
ent in the little house. Suddenly Mary, 
who was twelve, remembered that Thanks- 
giving Day was day after tomorrow. That 
night she said to Jeff, who was fourteen, 
“Thanksgiving is out for us, this year. 
Let’s forget that it ever happened.” 


“Who says we can’t have Thanksgiv- 
ing?” interrupted ten-year-old Jack. “The 
President made a proclamation calling on 
all citizens to keep a day of thanksgiving. 
We just have to do it.” 


“Jeff is right,” said their father. ‘“Peo- 
ple have kept Thanksgiving in the midst 
of all kinds of hardship. Even the Pilgrims 
had the hardest kind of life. This is our 
time of adversity, a time when we have 
unusual difficulties. But we as a family 
have many things for which to be thank- 
ful. Jeff, you and Jack try writing out a 


‘special Thanksgiving Proclamation for us 


this year. Mary, why not make a litany 
of thanks that we can use for our own 
family worship on Thanksgiving Day?” 
So the Barney family made special prep- 
aration for observing Thanksgiving in 
their time of misfortune. You can imagine 
how this story ended when I tell you that 


the Youth Fellowship adopted this fam- 

ily to share a thanksgiving feast. 

Hymn: “When Thy Heart With Joy 
O’erflowing,” or “Love Thyself Last.” 

Ciostnc Prayer: We thank thee, heavy- 
enly Father that thou hast put joy in 
our hearts, and the spirit of sharing. 
We want to make this thanksgiving a 
special time of rejoicing for those who 


may be knowing the difficulties of ad- 
versity. Bless the gifts we have brought 
to share a thanksgiving feast. May we 
give ourselves in friendship with the 
gifts. May our own Thanksgiving be 


blest by thy love as we join with our 


families in gratitude for all the good 
things we enjoy. Amen. 


For families and for 
individuals who seek 
the presence of God 
in their daily living 


You and your family can have the feeling of strength, the sense 
of spiritual power, and the joy of a worldwide Christian fellow- 
ship if you will make daily devotions a part of your program. 


The Upper Room, with its daily scripture reading, meditation 


aud prayer, to daw ~ereld’e most widely used devotional guide. It 
is part of the ministry of fifty thousand churches. Seven sut1l10n 


people around the world use it in their daily living. 


In the November-December issue are appropriate seasonal devo- 


tions leading up to and including Christmas. 


You can make 


Christmas more meaningful for you and yours this year by shar- 


ing this daily worship. 


Send your order now for the November-December issue of The Upper 


Room. Ten or more copies to one address, 5 cents per copy. 


Individual 


yearly subscriptions (6 issues) 50 cents, two years $1.00. 
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Service men, too, like to use The 
Upper Room, especially when they 
know their families back home are 
joining them in the same devotions. 
For their convenience we publish the 
Pocket Edition, priced the same as 
the regular edition. Order the Pocket 
Edition for service men or young 
people away at school. 


THE UPPER Room 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide. 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 4, Tenn. 


A NEW concordIA 
CHRISTMAS STORY 
FILMSTRIP 


A magnificent and 

complete Christmas worship 

service featuring an outstanding 

cast of professional performers. Produced in coop- 

eration with Family Films, Inc. Includes many 

sacred hymns and carols, and special Christmas 

recitations for children. Superb color photog- 

raphy—fully authenticated settings and costumes 
—close adherence to Bible narrative. 


35 mm. Price $5 
Including Worship Service Program 


aconcorpia ART SERIES 
FULL COLOR curistmas FILMSTRIP. 


A delightful children’s Christmas filmstrip pro- 
duced from original full color artwork. Four 
stories are included on this single pipe 
of Christmas—Birth of the Savior—Visit of the 
Wise Men—Jesus, Friend of Little Children, 
Fully authenticated settings and costumes. 


me sovuen. Price. $5), 
Including Worship Service Guide 
Extra Guides 10c each; $8 per 100 


bd 
Professionally 
Produced in 
Hollywood 


| IN FULL COLOR 


Order From. Your Denominational 
Bookstore—or write direct 


Foneordia 


AUDIO VISUAL AIDS SERVICE 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. JEFFERSON * ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 


4. Our Thanks to Those Who 
Serve 


Worsuip Center: Make a large poster 
showing different people who serve us 
every day, such as the policeman, doc- 
tor, grocer, etc. At the top put the 
words “These We Thank.” Place on 
screen or drapery. 

Catt to Worsuip: (Choose one) Psalm 
105:1-2 or Psalm 100. (R.S.V.) 

Hymn: “We Gather Together to Ask the 
Lord’s Blessing,’ or “Now Thank We 
All our God.” 

ScripTurRE: Psalm 65 


LEADER: 
This Psalm is one that was used by the 
Hebrew people in their special festival of 
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High School age. 


Anthems 
for the 
Youth Choir: 


BOOK | 


@ ANTHEMS FOR THE YOUTH CHOIR 
adds another link in the series of 
Westminster graded anthem books, 
and provides material especially suited 
to teen-age voices. Its contents have 
been chosen from many manuscripts 
submitted from all parts of the coun- 
try, and the selections have been 
carefully screened by a competent 
committee, 

Included are anthems for general 
use, for Christmas and for Easter. 
New introits, responses and antiphons 
using choric speech are additional 
features. There are also festival pro- 
cessionals which may be used as 
anthems. 

The book has been planned for use 
in all services of the young people’s 
department throughout the church 
year as well as a source book for 


anthem literature when the Young 
People’s Choir appears in tne adule 


A new book of anthems 
designed especially for choirs 
of Junior and Senior 


OTHER WESTMINSTER 
ANTHEM BOOKS 


ANTHEMS FOR THE 
MIXED CHOIR 


@30 anthems by both old 
masters and contemporary 
composers of distinction, for 
use on all occasions through- 
out the church year. 

1 to 4 copies, 90¢ each. 
5 or more copies, 75¢ each. 


ANTHEMS FOR THE 
JUNIOR CHOIR: 


BOOK I 


@40 selections, edited by 
specialists in the junior field, 
to suit the vocal range of 
juniors in this ever-popular 
book of anthems and re- 
sponses for all occasions. 

1 to 4. copies, 90¢ each. 
5 or more copies, 75¢ each. 


ANTHEMS FOR THE 
JUNIOR CHOIR: 


BOOK Il 


@25 selections compiled to 
meet the demand for new 


music for junior chairs 
iWrany numbers tor combined 


worship service. 


thanksgiving at the presentation of the 
first fruits. We notice that the Psalm 
opens with a statement of the privileges 
of those who are God’s chosen people. It 
is also the privilege of all Christians. We 
can express our gratitude to God in the 
words of this Psalm. The latter part of the 
Psalm shows how all created things join 
in praising God. The climax is reached in 
the last line where the hills and valleys 
shout and sing for joy.. 

Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth,” or 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.” 


First SPEAKER: 

When we are truly grateful, we may 
show our gratitude by using our hearts, 
our hands and our voices, as suggested in 
Martin Rinkart’s hymn. In our hearts we 
have gratitude for all the good things 
which come from God. Our hands ex- 
press it when we do something to prove 
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1 to 4 copies, 90¢ each. 
5 or more copies, 75¢ each. 


Returnable sample copies available on 
request at your book or music store. 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia 7 


adult and junior choirs. 
1 to 4 copies, 90¢ each. 
5 or more copies, 75¢ each. 


the sincerity of our gratitude. And our 
voices express our gratitude when we re- 
member to say thank you to God and the 
many people who serve us each day. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

We remember that the homes of the 
Pilgrims were places where daily work by 
the whole family produced the food, cloth- 
ing and all that was needed to give the 
home its comfort. Our lives are much dif- 
ferent because machinery has been invent- 
ed to produce food and clothing in easier 
ways. But we owe our thanks to many 
workers who are unknown to us, as well 
as to those whom we meet every day. Let 
us resolve to express the thanks we owe to 
the people who help us. 

Lirany or THanks: (It is suggested 
that a group of Junior High boys and 
girls work out their own Litany, using 
this one as a guide.) 


Leader: For home and friends and all 
that help to give us happiness and secur- 
ity, 

Tagen: We thank thee, heavenly Fa- 
ther. 

Leader: For all teachers and leaders 
who are helping us to grow up, 

Response: We thank thee, heavenly Fa- 
ther. 

Leader: For the policemen who guard 
our streets and make them safe by day 
and night, 

Response: We thank thee, heavenly Fa- 

ther. 

Leader: For the many workers that pro- 
duce our food and bring it to us, 

Response: We thank thee, heavenly Fa- 
ther. 

Hymn: “Hail the Hero Workers,” or 
“Love Divine, All Love Excelling.” 
BENEDICTION: Inspire our hearts O God 
to feel deep gratitude for all thy good 
gifts; guide our hands that we may 
show our gratitude in deeds of love and 
kindness; speak through our voices as 
we express our thanks to those who 

serve us each day. Amen. 


5. Living Our Thanks 


Worsuip CentER: Make an attractive ar- 
rangement of fruits and autumn foliage 
or evergreens. Choose a picture which 
seems suited to the theme for center of 
interest, such as “Christ Feeding the 
Multitude.” 

Catt To Worsuip: (Choose one) Psalm 
33:1-4, or Micah 6:6-8. (R.S.V.) 

Hymn: “We Praise Thee, O God, Our 
Redeemer,” or “O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past.” 

LEADER: 

One day would never be long enough 
in which to thank God for his goodness 
and to show our appreciation of the peo- 
ple who contribute to the health and com- 
fort of our daily lives. We can make 
thanksgiving a thanks-living as we continue 
to give thanks every day with “heart and 
hands and yoices-” s 
Hymn: “O Brother Man, Fold to Thy 

Heart Thy Brother,’ or “When Thy 

Heart with Joy O’erflowing.” 
ScripturE Reapincs: (Choose three, 
from R.S.V:) Matthew 10:40-42; Luke 

6:31-35; I Peter 3:8-12; James 1:25- 

27: Colossians 3:12-17. 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk with 
Thee,” or ‘Lead On, O King Eternal.” 

DirEcTED THOUGHT AND SILENT PRAYER: 
Leader: We have been thinking and 

praying our thanks during these weeks of 

November. Now let us be quiet, and let 

our hearts go out in appreciation of all the 

many people to whom we owe thanks for 
the things we enjoy. Let use think silent- 
ly a prayer of thanks to God that he will 
bless the people who help us: 

(Moment of Silence) 

Leader: We should not fail to remem- 
ber that there are many places in the 
world where thanksgiving as we have cel- 
ebrated it in our homes with fun and 
feasting is not possible. There are many 
whose lives have been shadowed with sor- 
row and hardship. Let us each offer a si- 
lent prayer for them: 

(Moment of Silence) 

Leader: Our thoughts come back to our 
own community and we pray that we will 
live our thanks as we try to help all those 
who have need. 

(Moment of Silence) 

Benepiction: The Lord’s Prayer 
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By William R. Terbeek* 
Theme for November: 

Lives Set Upon A Hill 
For the Worship Committee: 


| These services are not designed for a 
particular Sunday, but are to be used 
when. the lesson material is applicable to 
the worship theme. Emphasis is placed 
this month upon a simple dramatic form 
for the expression of the service. These 
forms are merely suggestive; it is hoped 
the committee and worship leaders will 
adapt this material to fit their particular 
needs, and to use other creative ideas 
which will aid in the worship presentation. 
In order that each service may be given 
adequate space, only four are provided. 

This month we will explore the religious 
contribution of some of the minor charac- 
ters of our Bible. 


1. Messenger of a Simple Faith 


Prano Pretupe: “A Noble Life, A Sim- 
ple Faith” 

A seeker, dressed in a robe (a long choir 
robe if nothing else is available) enters 
from the back of the room, moves to the 
front, looking over the group as in search 
of someone. 

Leader: Pardon me, but we are about 
to begin our-morning worship. Won’t you 
be seated and join us? 

Seeker: Thank you, but I am looking 
for something. They told me I might find 
it here. 

Leader: We would be glad to help you. 
Can you tell us.what it is you are seck- 
ing? 

Seeker: Perhaps. You see, I am a seck- 
er, a citizen of the world. As I look out 
upon this planet I become very frightened. 
There is so much ill will and wrong, yet 

I can find nothing I can do to change it. 
So I have decided I need a faith that will 
help me to look at the world in the right 
way. I want faith stated very simply, so I 
can interpret it to other people. , 

Leader: We were just going to sing a 
hymn about a simple faith. Sing along 
with us. Perhaps our hymn will help you. 


Hymn: “A Noble Life, a Simple Faith” 


Leader: There, does that give you some 
idea of a simple faith? 


Seeker: Well, uh, yes, it’s a nice song. 


But it doesn’t put into words all that I am 
looking for. I want a faith that will speak 
directly to me. 

Leader: I see. We had planned a brief 
worship service using the scripture of one 
of the prophets. If you don’t mind, our 
reader will present it to us now. 

Seeker: Certainly, go ahead. 

Reader: This is the story of a man who 
lived in very dark days. The people with- 
in the government were murdering one an- 


*Minister of Youth and Education, First 
Christian Church, North Hollywood, Cali- 


fornia. 


October, 1952 


| 


other, and the people of the land were do- 
ing as they pleased. The man’s name is 


Micah. He came from a little Judean bor- 
der town to the big city of Jerusalem, saw 
the confusion and chaos of his nation’s 
capital, and he began to speak to all who 
would listen. (Read Micah 3:9-12, 
R.S.V.) 


This one attitude hurts Micah more 
than any other. In all of their corruption, 
the people still believe God is on their 
side. 


Seeker: That’s why I am so disturbed 
about our world. We think God wants it 
this way, but I am sure he does not. 

Reader: Let me go on. After Micah de- 
scribes in these fiery words the sins of his 
countrymen, he then continues with a 
statement of true religion. (Read Micah 
6: 1-8, R.S.V.) 

Seeker: “. . . to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God.” Yes, those are attitudes needed by 
every person, aren’t they? They could al- 
most be rules of life, simple rules at that. 

Leader: This verse helped the people in 
Micah’s time. King Hezekiah was able to 
bring about great reforms because of it. 
Micah had a great influence. His was a 
life set upon a hill. 

Seeker: Didn’t Jesus say that? He said 
something about a city set upon a hill, I 
think. 

Leader: Yes, but he really was talking 
about people. He wanted those who lead 
good lives to be great influences, to let 
God’s light shine through them. 

Seeker: They were right when they said 
you might help me. While I still do not 
have all the answers, you and Micah have 
given me much to think about. 

Leader: It is our purpose here to dis- 
cover how to live the best lives possible, 
and to keep in close touch with God. 

Seeker: How do you do that? 

Leader: We pray together. We are go- 
ing to close with prayer now. Would you 
join us? 

Seeker: Yes, I want to know God, too. 
PRAYERS: 

Short prayer by reader. 
Prayers by two others in group (se- 

lected beforehand) . 

Prayer by Seeker: (faltering) “O 

God, forgive me for not praying before, 

but I now want to know thee. I have 

searched for a simple faith, and I have 
found some of it today. Help me to let 

thy light shine through me, as it did 

through Micah. Amen.” 

Prayer by leader 

Seeker: Today I have found the way to 
a simple faith in God, through Micah and 
this group. 


2. God's Great Adjustment 


PRELUDE: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon 
My Heart” 
Hymn: “God of the Earth, the Sky, the 
Sea” 
Scene: Two girls and two boys enter 
the room, and begin talking vigorously. 
There are looks of concern and worry on 


their faces. The voices then become aud- 
ible. 


Girl I: They run like an army over 
everything in our city! 

Boy I: V’ve seen them climb the walls, 
and cover every building in town! 


Girl II: Yes, they creep into the houses, 
and crawl through the windows! 


Boy II: Earth and heaven vibrate with 
them. The sky is darkened; our land is 
doomed. 


Voice V: What is happening? 
All Voices: Locusts—Locusts—Locusts! 


Narrator: The city of Jerusalem, some- 
time after 400 B.C., was the victim of a 
plague of locusts that swarmed upon it, 
entering into every home, crawling over 
food and clothing, furniture and person, 
until the normal life of the city had to 
cease. Everyone battled locusts. In the 
midst of this, a strange voice cried out to 
the people a litany of penitence: 


Voice V: (Read Joel 2:12, 13, R.S.V.) 


Narrator: This was Joel speaking, a 
man who ‘detected the sins of his people, 
and who believed the judgment of God 
was upon them. Even though the city walls 
and the Temple had been rebuilt, the peo- 
ple were still neglecting the ordinances of 
worship, and Joel told them the plague 
of the locusts came as the result of their 
faithlessness to the prescribed religious 
observances. Aiter several days of the 
locust plague, we can imagine they rec- 
ognized their guilt in such a scene as this: 
(same four talking again, then voices be- 
come clear) 


Girl I: The locust hoards are not as 
thick today. They seem to be moving away 
suddenly. 


Boy I: After that great speech by Joel, 
the people have been swarming to the 
Temple, even as the locusts swarmed over 
the city. There has certainly been a great 
return to God. 

Girl II: I wonder if that is why the 
locusts are leaving. Do you suppose Joel 
was right, that God was punishing us for 
our neglect of him? 

Boy II: Tf we are to remain his chosen 
people, we must always show God the 
proper respect. 

Narrator: During the brief time Joel 
was a leader of the small Jewish nation, 
he spoke to the people again, this time a 
message of hope. 

Reader: (Read Joel 2: 28, 29, R.S.V.) 

Narrator: As any one who looks into 
the glorious future, Joel no doubt pictured 
life as it would be lived when the Lord 
would pour out his spirit. And he may 
have dreamed: 

Boy I: Ours can be a righteous world; 
let us give our lives to freedom and justice 
for every person. 

Girl I: We shall deal honestly with all 
persons and listen to the voice of God. 

Narrator: And old age will say: 

Old voice: Life has been hard, because 
we have not seen God. Now there will be 
peace, and plenty for everyone, and friend- 
liness everywhere. 

Boy II: We'll make a world where all 
classes will be treated equally, and justice 
will roll like water, and righteousness like 
a perennial stream. 

Narrator: Here Joel has expressed one 
of the great hopes of all the prophets and 
of the Hebrew nation itself, that a mes- 
siah chosen by God would lead their na- 
tion in the way of God. Joel gives to us a 
cross section picture of the pre-Christian 
Judaism that enriched the soil for the 
spiritual Kingdom of God as taught by 
the Prophet from Nazareth. 
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Voice I: “. . . all the prophets talked 
about the kingdom of heaven . . . and men 
have been taking it by storm and crowd- 
ing into it.” 

Voice II: “But I tell you, the kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed... .” 

Voice III: “Or it is like a grain of 
mustard seed .. .” 

Voice IV: “Or. as leaven 
treasure hidden in a field. . .” 

Voice I: “It is like a merchant in search 
of fine pearls who, on finding one pearl of 
great value, went and sold all he had and 
bought it. So it is for one of us to enter 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Narrator: This is the kingdom for which 
we strive. Joel dreamed about it, but he 
did not know the Great Messiah. He knew 
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evil swarms upon man as the locusts, but 
he did not know the sure working of love 
that conquers evil. Yet he brought to the 
people of his time hope in the face of 
darkness. He impressed upon them the 
need for regular worship of God. For the 
people of his day, and for countless others 
in the ages since, his has been a life set 
upon a hill. 


Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon 
My Heart” 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 


3. A Man Who Keeps God Poor 


Pre_upe: “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign” 

Scene: A man, dressed in well-pressed 
business suit, rings on several fingers, 
flower in coat lapel, sits behind a desk, 
furnished as elaborately as possible. Per- 
haps several money bags with names on 
them are strewn about the desk. He is 
busy counting money and figuring on pa- 
per. A spotlight directed upon him would 
make the scene more vivid. Jesus, dressed 
in a long robe and perhaps a beard, en- 
ters the scene. The man at the desk looks 
up. 

Man: Oh, hello my good man. Did you 
wish to see me? 

Jesus: You sent for me. 

Man: I did? Oh yes, are you the teach- 
er who has been walking through the 
streets and meeting in our churches? 

Jesus: I am. 

Man: Uh, well, have a seat. I want to 
talk to you. I'll just clear up this business 
here. 

(He writes for a moment on the papers, 
then pushes them aside. Jesus sits in a 
chair near the desk.) 

Man: Now, they tell me you have been 
talking about eternal life. Our preachers 
around here have been doing that for a 
long time, but my business associates, 


church friends, and even members of my 
family say you mean business. They say 
you speak with great authority, and peo- 
ple are believing you. I’ve got a good bus- 
iness here, not much to worry about. But 
I have been thinking seriously lately about 


eternal life. Is there some good deed I 
can do... or perhaps I should put it this 
way, . . . what is necessary for me to ob- 
tain eternal life? 

Jesus: If you want to enter into that 
life, you will have to keep the command- 
ments. 

Man: Well, what are they? 

Jesus: You shall not kill. 

You shall not commit adultry. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor, 

Honor your father and your 
mother, . . 


And you shall love your neighbor 


as yourself, 

Man: Why, there’s nothing new about 
that. I have been doing all of those things 
since I was a child. Certainly I must still 
lack something. 

Jesus: If you want to be perfect, call 
in your business friends. Sell all of your 
property, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have riches in heaven. Then 
come to me again, and be a follower of 
mine. 

Man: What? You talk like a fool! It 
took my father a lifetime to build this 
business, and it’s all I have, too. Why, I 
couldn’t think of doing what you pre- 
scribe! 

Jesus: You asked me what was necessary 
for eternal life. 

Man: I know I did, but... 

(With this, Jesus leaves the room and 
the man sits in silence, thinking deeply) 

(Musing) Was this a vision? What hap- 
pened to me? If that was Jesus, he was 
crucified many centuries ago. He led so 
futile a life—what was he doing here? 
It is strange, I have money, wealth, power, 
yet men do not cry out that they love me. 
Yet after his pitiful, lonely life, and crim- 
inal’s death, they worship him, and praise 
his name! I don’t understand, I don’t un- 
derstand. (Spotlight off, man leaves 
scene. ) 

Leader: A man who keeps God poor, 
not because he will not give away his 
wealth, but because he will not give God 
his life. Jesus said to his disciples, “It is 
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very hard for a rich man to enter the king- 
dom of Heaven!” He knew that man loves 
the things which are seen, much more 
readily than he loves the things which are 
not seen. Yet the things which are not 
| seen are eternal, and the life the rich man 
sought was eternal, but when he found 
it, the gate was too narrow for him to 
enter. The way of God requires the giving 
of all one has. God is poor because more 
lives are not given to him. 


| Hymn: “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
PRAYER 


4. | Was There 


PRELUDE: “Jesus, My Lord, My Life, My 
All.” 

Hymn: “Faith Of Our Fathers” 

Scene: Spotlight on boy, robed in light 

colored tunic (cloth over shoulders, bound 

at waist) sitting at a table reading. He 

looks up and speaks to the audience: 


Phillip: I am Phillip, of Bethsaida. Our 
town is located on the northeast side of 
the Sea of Galilee. You may not believe 
Ss tale you are about to hear, but I was 
there. 


Phillip (Continues in change of tone): 
We were in the town of Bethany, on the 
east side of the Jordan River. I had gone 
from home with my friends Andrew and 
Peter. The day before they spent in the 
town square listening to a teacher. In the 
evening when we were together, this 
Teacher was all they could talk about. 
They called him Rabbi, and even the 
Messiah. I was somewhat interested but 
had to quiet them down so we could sleep. 

In the morning, as I was packing our 
few belongings, this Teacher came over to 
me. 

Jesus: “Are you Phillip?” 

Pntllipe Nes Lam, 

Jesus: “Come with me.” 

Phillip: He said no more, but I went 
| with him. In that one moment, I was won 
to this Man from Nazareth. He spoke with 
such determination yet compassion, my 
_ whole life seemed insignificant, except that 
I could serve Him. I sought out my other 
friend Nathanael, and told him about the 
Rabbi, but he scoffed: 

Nathanael: “Ha! Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth?” 

Phillip: “Come and see!” was my only 
reply. Ten minutes later, Nathanael cried 
unto this Jesus: 

Nathanael: “Master, You are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

Phillip: We went with him on the road 
until we neared the Sea of Galilee. That 
evening as we finished supper and _ pre- 
pared to sleep, he went up into the moun- 
tain to pray, and he passed the whole 
night in prayer to God. The next morning 
he came down and began to preach, and 
as the crowd gathered he selected twelve 
of us to be his disciples. We were com- 
missioned by him to preach and say, “The 
Kingdom of God is at hand.” No greater 
thrill could come to any person; that was 
the crowning moment of my life. Then 
that same morning, after an all night 
prayer vigil, he delivered the Sermon on 
the Mount, a message which gave me a 
whole new direction for my life, and one 
which was a blessing to countless others. 
A week or so later, we were on the sea 
_ shore as the Master was teaching from a 
‘boat, when it came to be mealtime. He 


| called me over to him: 


Jesus: “Phillip, where can we buy food 
for these people to eat?” 

Phillip: “Why Master, forty dollars’ 
worth of bread would not be enough for 
each one in this crowd to have even a lit- 
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tle.” This showed my lack of faith, for in 
a moment he blessed the lunch of a little 
boy, and there was more food than that 
huge crowd could eat! 


Some months later we returned to 
Bethany. The Passover festival was on, 
and because of my Greek name, I was 
drawn into conversation with some Greeks 
in the town. When I told them about our 
Leader, they said: 


Several voices: “Sir, we want to see 
Jesus.” 


Phillip: So I told Andrew, and he and 
I went to Jesus. His answer was one which 
plunged deep into our hearts, and jolted 
the Greeks also. 

Reader: (Read John 12:24-32, R.S.V.) 

Phillip: “I, when I am lifted up.... 
will draw all men to myself.” These were 
the words that kept ringing in my ears as 
we trudged the dusty road back to Jerusa- 
lem from the Hill of the Olive Orchard. 
All of us were completely unnerved. Jesus 
had been crucified on Friday over a month 
before. For three days the spiritual pain 
within our breasts was almost more than 
we could bear. Then Sunday he came 
again to us. He was risen! And for forty 
days he appeared to us, telling us of the 
Kingdom of God. Then we witnessed a 
vast cloud encompass him and take him 
from our sight. 

We went back to the upper room where 
we were staying. A new man was elected 
to fill Judas’ place, then we went out, to 
preach, to teach, to win others. 

I was sent up into Samaria, and as I 
spoke of Jesus and his love, foul spirits 
went out of people, and the lame and the 
paralytics were cured. Even a magician 
named Simon was converted, and all of 
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his followers. But it was not I who did it, 
but Christ who worked in me. 


Then one day on the road to Gaza, I 
came upon an Ethiopian eunuch, the 
queen’s chief treasurer, who was reading 
the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit com- 
pelled me to go up and talk to him. 

Phillip: “Do you understand what you 
are reading, my good man?” 

Eunuch: “How can 1, unless someone 
explains it to me?” 

Phillip: He was reading Isaiah 53:7-9. 
(Have this read aloud, R.S.V.) 


Eunuch: “Tell me, of whom is the 
prophet speaking, himself, or someone 
else?” 


Phillip: Then I told him the good news 
about Jesus, and when we came to some 
water, he asked to be baptized, and the 
spirit of the Lord came upon him at that 
moment. This was no doubt my greatest 
conversion, and since that time I have 
been called Phillip the Evangelist. 

The saddest experience of my life was 
the day Paul and Luke visited us in our 
home. The great Apostle knew he was to 
be captured, and with the courage of the 
Master, turned away from our house and 
headed toward Jerusalem. We never saw 
him again; but because of him, the Chris- 
tian Church will never die. 

Leader: And because of Phillip and 
others like him, the message of Christ has 
its roots driven deep into the soul of all 
mankind. Was his a life set upon a hill? 
It was a life changed, guided, and directed 
by Christ! 

Hymn: “Jesus My Lord, My Life, My 

All.” 


PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 


essential to spiritual growth. Dis- 


reveals God's position as stated in 


discusses the Apostles’ 
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With the New Books 


The Better Church School 


By John Leslie Lobingier. Boston, The 
Pilgrim Press, 1952. 160 p. $2.00. 


This is the kind of book that could be 
written only by a person who has spent 
years actually helping churches wrestle 
with the work of achieving better church 
schools. Dr. Lobingier knows what is good 
Christian education, how the better church 
schools, large and small, get that way and 
the problems a church has to face in 
achieving a good educational program. 
The book is refreshing in its freedom from 
highbrow language (though the principles 
on which it is based are sound) and in the 
comradely spirit in which Dr. Lobingier 
comes over into our back yard to discuss 
the things about which we are con- 
cerned. 


If we are not quite sure about “What 
Are We Driving At?” the first chapter 
will help us think it through for our own 
churches. In “From Age to Age’ we see 
what ought to happen to a pupil passing 
through the church school and the condi- 
tions we need to establish to let it happen. 
“The Curriculum” is actually fascinating 
to read. The chapter on ‘Memory Work” 
—don’t let me tell you—read it. It makes 
sense. If we've wondered how to get 
missionary education into our curriculum 
and make it fresh and interesting, chapter 
five is full of suggestions to take hold of. 
In “The Home Comes First” are sug- 
gestions as to how we can help make 
that “First” for better, not worse. There 
are new ideas and a reminder of the 
good ones we already know but use too 
little in the chapter on training volunteer 
leaders. Special days and how to make 
effective educational use of them are given 
a chapter. Do we have time enough? 
Most everyone says, “No.” MHere’s a 
chapter on what to do about it. Yes, Dr. 
Lobingier shows that there is much we 
can do about it, in a variety of ways. 
But how do we get it all done—to make 
ours THE BETTER CHURCH 
SCHOOL? Who is responsible? Whose 
job is it? For helpful answers read all 
the way through, to and including chap- 
ter ten. 


This book is the fruit of a rich ex- 
perience by a person with imagination 
and creative spirit. It is written simply, 
constructively and helpfully. It is inter- 
esting reading. 

Vircit E. Foster 


Readings in Counseling 


By Karl Zerfoss. New York, Association 
Press, 1952. 639 pp. $6.00. 


There is great profit in reading this 
book through, but even more in using it 
as a reference and resource book. In its 
almost encyclopedic compass, Dr. Zerfoss 
has succeeded in bringing together writ- 
ings in the field of guidance and counsel- 
ing under the major headings of “The 
Counseling Scene Today,’ “The Mean- 
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ing of Guidance,’ “Understanding the 
Individual,” “Working with the Individual 
in the Group,” and “The Resources of the 
Counselor.” 

Readers will find relief from the con- 
fusing complexity ’of writing in the coun- 
seling field in this excellently compiled 
volume. This symposium of writings by 
such outstanding authors as William Men- 
ninger, Gardner Murphy, Carl Rogers 
and Carroll A. Wise will be used time 
and again by the pastor or teacher who 
is genuinely interested in understanding 
and helping others. “The teacher, minis- 
ter, or other educational leader who would 
be effective must take steps to include 
the function of counseling as a normal 
part of his work.’’ This book will help 
some to become counselors and will help 
everyone who reads it to become a better 
counselor. 

Donatp G. Cox 


Exploring the Child's World 


By Helen Parkhurst. New York, Apple- 
ton-Century Crofts, Inc., 1951. 290 p. 
$3.50. 


This book is based on countless discus- 
sions which the author has had with var- 
ious groups of children. Reports of con- 
tacts with parents further enrich the con- 
tent. 

The discerning reader will find Miss 
Parkhurst’s method of asking questions— 
or of keeping silent—stimulating and en- 
lightening. Respect for the personality of 
the child is reflected in every word which 
this unusually fine teacher speaks. 

The book does what it sets out to do; 
that is, it enables the reader to see chil- 
dren’s responses in their own words to 
the subject under discussion such as prej- 
udice, death, God, children’s rights and 
privileges, lying, worry, stealing, anger, 
and many other topics which concern 
both children and adults. 

In this discussion the leader does not 
condition responses. She keeps the chil- 
dren to the subject and encourages them 
to express their own ideas without color- 
ing them. Miss Parkhurst does, at times, 
give her interpretation of what some of 
the responses may mean in the life of a 
child and also reminds the reader con- 
stantly of the need of the child to express 
without hesitation his fears, worries, con- 
cerns, hopes, or aspirations. 

As she questions children regarding 
their ideas of God, their answers reveal 
the importance of a parent keeping the 
child’s confidence. She shows the impor- 
tance of teaching him only those things 
about God which are the highest that we 
know, in such a way that the child will 
seek for more knowledge and a richer re- 
lationship with God. 

The discussion on prayer highlights the 
fact that some children feel it is very se- 
rious “‘to lean too heavily on God” for 
things which they should do themselves. 

The need for privacy for prayers is also 


strongly emphasized in this book as the 
children express their desire to be alone 
with God at times. 


Miss Parkhurst reminds all of us that 
when children have such deep feelings 
those the interviewed revealed, “and when 


as 


. 


they need close friendship and under- — 
standing, they must not be abandoned. — 
They must be helped by wise parents. The — 
needs of the human heart are very real. — 
In these young people the springtide of — 
emotions filled them with hope and, as — 
Louise said, ‘You hope for more. You feel — 


as though you'll really get what you want, 


and you will be forgiven and everything j 
will come out right, and it just—it just / 


comforts you.” (P. 222) 


Of death the writer says, ‘““The big need 
is to give meaning to the concept of death 


and see that it holds no terror for chil- — 


dren. Their simple faith and directness — 


can light the way for grown-ups who, in 
turn, 


renew their own faith and under-— 


standing. Any parent will find the burden — 
of his own fear lightened whenever he — 
talks to a little child. In removing the 
child’s fear he will remove his own. Both — 
will be happier and wiser if they look for 


the answers they seck, in the reality of 
living.” (P. 207) 
Auice L. Gopparp 


The Great Enterprise 


By H. A. Overstreet. New York, W. W. : 


Norton & Co., Inc., 1952. 332 p. $3.50.) 


When the author writes about the com- | 
plexity of the self and leads us by the 


hand through this labyrinth, we feel as- 
sured that we shall arrive. 
miliar ground to Harry Overstreet. 
writes engagingly, and his sentences glis- 
ten with new meanings. 


This is fa-— 
He | 


The first third 


of my copy is thoroughly underlined, the — 


margins full of provoked comments. 


But when he tries to relate this self to 
the world, the author is out beyond his 
depth. On the world crisis, he says noth- 
ing to capture our interest, let alone con- 
vince us. 

The author recognizes that religion is 
a force in both the individual and in the 
world, but a force more often a liability 
than an asset. Most religion makes for 
dependency, obedience, immaturity, fear, 
etc. This may be true. Even if it is true, 


might not the weakness of man bring — 


into play the strength of God? Think 


of how great souls of all religions, espe- — 
cially of Christianity, have demonstrated — 
the paradox of humility before God and — 


courage before man! 
sically Christian when he realizes that the 


The author is ba- 


main question is ‘How can we encourage — 
love?” but he fails to give the Christian — 
answer that “We love, because God loves © 


us first.” The church is important, not 
for any vertical dimension (God to man) 
but only on the horizontal level (man to 
man). “Love grows where individuals 
happily do things together: eat together, 
work together, laugh together, share 
things together, care about things together. 
A church . . . best promotes love among 


men as it promotes such freely-shared fel- 


lowship among men.” (p. 190) This al- 
most sounds like a definition of ‘“‘old- 
home week” 
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Manufactured by 
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Seven Volumes 


church. One might ask if such a love- 
fellowship would ever have come to be 
if the Great Lover had not sought us 
out and brought us to the household of 
faith. 


Harry Overstreet is realistic about our 
current crisis, and then he whistles hard 
to get his courage up. He does feel the 
universe will support certain values, but 
we are left to raise them first. Will we 


do it? The author sees certain straws 
in the wind: There is more promise in 
movements looking toward integration 


than those presently at work destroying 
civilization. He may be right. He is 
forced to believe it, against his “realistic” 
mood, because he never quite catches 
sight of God above the battle. Curiously 
enough, he bespeaks the futility of ex- 
horting from the pulpit, but he himself is 
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Bible Series 
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Special features of 
The Annotated Bible Booklets: 
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ences 
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The increasing popularity of Harper's 
Annotated Bible series is attested by 
comments from ministers and laymen 
alike. The notes contain tremendous 
learning, but are lucidly written for 
the average adult. Old Testament is- 
sues are by Dr. Bewer, the first New 
Testament issue by Dr. Frederick C. 
Grant. These handy booklets are ideal 
for personal or group Bible study. 
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Your Home 
can he 
Christian 


$- DONALD M. 
$ MAYNARD 
4 Illustrated by Janet Smalley 


A wise, warmhearted, and delight- 
fully practical book for parents who 
want to build happy homes—homes 
where children and adults enjoy and 
respect each other—homes where 
Christian character is formed and the 
Christian faith is a wholesome, nat- 
ural part of family living. 


YOUR HOME CAN BE 
CHRISTIAN 


brings the thinking and experience 
of a well-known authority on family 
life. The father of two children, Dr. 
Maynard deals realistically with the 
common, everyday situations parents 
face as they attempt to create the 
atmosphere of love, understanding, 
and mutual respect which is essential 
to the wise guidance of boys and 
girls. 


THE CHAPTERS 


“But When Is a Home Christian?” — 
Christian Parents Adjust to Each 
Other—Understanding Why Chil- 
dren Act As They Do—Physical 
Health and  Personality—Helping 
Children Develop Self-Confidence— 
Social Adjustment and Discipline— 
Some Perennial Problems—Dealing 
with Problems of Society—Helping 
Children Grow Spiritually—Develop- 
ing an Appreciation of the Church— 
Helping Adolescent Boys and Girls 
—Becoming Successful Parents 


Published October 6. 


$2 AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


Ahingdon-Cokeshury 


International Journal of Religious 
Education, Oct., 1952 


International Journal of Religious Education 


WANTED 


an Assistant, under 40, for 
a small institution in Connecticut. 


Good salary and excellent living 
conditions. 
Reply: International Journal of ' 
Religious Education, Box 5. 


very demanding “for a heightened sense 
of unity and a willing involvement in 
| mankind” (p. 328). We pray that God 
will overhear him, as well as the more 
faithful and articulate devotions of the 
world’s millions, and by miracle we will 
be saved! 

ALLEN KEEDY 


“Lord of All Life 


By A. Ian Burnett. New York 16, 
_ Rinehart and Company, Inc., 1952. 205 p. 
$2.50. 


Lord of All Life, the Religious Book 
Club selection for July, 1952, is a col- 
_ lection of sermons on Christ. Dr. Burnett, 
pastor of St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, Ottawa, Canada, through these 
sermons leads the reader to a knowledge 
of Jesus Christ as Saviour of the world. 
He is not content for his reader merely 
to know about Christ but is concerned 
that all know Him as the central figure 
of the Christian faith. In these sermons, 
Dr. Burnett takes various phases of our 
Lord’s life as points of explanation of 
_ how each person can know Him. 

This very helpful book of sermons is 
useful to ministers seeking guidance in 
their preaching about Christ and to lay- 
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bookstores, 
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prophecy that each fulfillment of a major 
epoch or event of prophecy will invari- 
ably be recognized and proclaimed by a 
chorus of intelligent voices at the time of 


fulfillment.” 


Although many will not like to have 


THE WORD OF LIFE IN LIVING LANGUAGE 


By HERBERT GORDON MAY. The fascinating 
history of the many English translations of the Bible, 
and of the men who for 1,000 years have worked to 
make the Scriptures more meaningful to their own 
time ... from the first fragmentary translations into 
Anglo-Saxon, to the Wycliffe, Tyndale, and Cover- 
dale Bibles, the Genevan Bible (the Bible of the 
Pilgrim Fathers), the Bishops’ and King James Bi- 
bles, and down to the startling advances in Bible 
scholarship in the last few centuries, including the 
Revised Standard Version. The author is one of the 
editors of the R.S.V. and devotes two chapters of his 
book to it. $2.75 


history interpreted thus from one point of 
view, with an evident desire to link all 
events together in terms of the fulfillment 
of biblical prophecy, it is interesting to 
read such a book in order to understand 
more fully a perspective such as is here 
represented. The author has read widely. 
He cites innumerable sources. The book 
will be useful only if its bias is recognized 
——a bias doubtless sincerely held. 


Kenpic BRUBAKER CULLY 


men who are seeking to know Christ in 
all His fullness and power. 

! A powerful element in Dr. Burnett’s 
sermons is their appeal to commitment to 
Jesus Christ as the Lord of every phase 
of life. 


Fchtalog and fine selections of sim- 
ple materials on request. Fair 
Prices. Mention whether for Pul- 
pit or Choir. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1149 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


Ava I. Cox, Jr. 


| The Prophetic Faith of 
_ Our Fathers, Vol. Il 
| By LeRoy Edwin Froom. Washington, 
_D. C., Review and Herald, 1948. 863 p. 
$5.00. 

This is the second volume in a projected 
four-volume work subtitled “The Histor- 
ical Development of Prophetic Interpreta- 
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The author’s perspective is represented 
in the following statement in his introduc- 
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dares to believe ....Do You? 


You'll find new courage in the bold humani- 
tarian faith of Norwegian Church Bishop Eivind 
Berggrav, of Charles Malik, Ralphael Lemkin 
and the 14 other contemporary world citizens 
whose inspiring ‘‘profiles’’ appear in 
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Intermediates’ Worship Programs 

By Mary Elizabeth Past. Westwood, N. 
J., Fleming H. Revell Company, 1952. 
205 p. $2.50. 

Worship services arranged by fifteen 
leaders in Presbyterian churches in eight 
Southern states, but with little denomina- 
tional reference. Most of the contributors 
do not think intermediates capable of 
much creative leadership in worship. The 
programs vary in value, though the book 
contains much in the way of helpful sug- 
gestions and useable material. 
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LYNN HAROLD HOUGH. In this FREDERICK A. SHIPPEY. This timely, 
broadly intellectual and deeply spiritual discerning book sets forth practical so- 
book, Dr. Hough presents his philoso- Jutions to the seven basic problems of 
phy of Christian humanism in studies city church work—tested, constructed 
of the lives, works, and influence of procedures which every religious lead- 
Aristotle, Cicero, Erasmus, Irving Bab- er can adapt to his own needs. For 
bitt, and Paul Elmer More. Here are everyone concerned with the work of 
perceptive and memorable “spiritual bi- the Protestant church in the city, 
ographies’—revealing that the pro- CHURCH WORK IN THE CITY is 
foundest study of man does indeed lead illuminating, challenging, and usable. 
on to a belief in God. Published Octo- Illustrated with Graphs, Maps, and 
ber 6. $3.50 Charts. $4.50 

SELECTED STORIES MAKING PRAYER REAL 

for TEEN-AGERS LYNN J. RADCLIFFE. Practical help for 

, all Christians who desire closer com- 

For Pleasure and Understanding munion with God through prayer. This 

Compiled by ALICE I. HAZELTINE. book translates the rich treasury of de- 
Teen-agers everywhere will enjoy and votional literature of the past into un- 
remember these twenty-six skillfully derstandable terms, outlines the disci- 
chosen stories. Here are tales of adven- pline necessary for any real life of 
ture and heroism, animal stories, inspir- prayer from the simplest form to the 
ing glimpses into the lives of famous most rewarding. Making Prayer Real 
men. All are of the highest literary provides real help for all who want to 
quality, and in them all are overtones pray more effectively, to be helped by 
of love, selflessness, courage, faith, and prayer, to help others by prayer, and’ 
truth. Illustrated. $3 actually to. feel God’s Presence. $3 
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HENRY DAVID GRAY. These twelve weeks of daily 
devotions, written expressly for high-school and 
college youth, show that Paul’s letter to the Philip- 
pians is as applicable and valuable today as when it 
was written. Each weekly group of devotions con- 
sists of a reading_from Philippians (the same pas- 
sage to be used for an entire week) and, for each 
day, a related reading from elsewhere in the New 
Testament, a brief meditation, and a closing prayer 
in free verse. $1.25 
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A New Book on How to Improve 
the Church School 


THE Better 
CHURCH SCHOOL 


By JOHN LESLIE LOBINGIER 


Deals with sound educational pro- 
cedures for effective administration 
and improvement. Simple, direct, 
practical. 

$2.00 
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More Than Doctrine 

By C. H. Dodd, G. R. Cragg, Jacques 
Ellul. New York, World Council of 
| Churches, 1952. 36 p. Paper, $.25. 


| This booklet, published by the World 
| Council of Churches preparatory to the 
| World Conference on Faith and Order at 
| Lund in August, 1952, discusses frankly 
the non-theological factors contributing to 
| church disunity. In addition to doctrinal 
| considerations every discussion of church 


_ unity must seriously consider emotional 


_ loyalties, nationalism, traditionalism, class 
_ stratification and similar concerns. 

The concluding essay in this pamphlet, 
a report of an ecumenical conference on 
_ this subject, summarizes many of the non- 
_ theological factors barring the way to 
unity. Some non-theological factors under- 
scoring the necessity of church union are 


| also listed. 


This pamphlet is important for every- 


one seriously interested in the union of the 


churches. 
Atva I. Cox, Jr. 


_ Financing Faith 


By Harriet Harmon Dexter. St. Louis, 
The Bethany Press, 1951. 127 p. $1.00. 


Financing Faith has as its subtitle, “A 
Study of the Christian Woman and Her 
Money.” The book is more than that, for 
many of the chapters dealing with the 
Christian philosophy of giving are equally 
applicable to either sex. However, the 
author establishes in the first two chap- 
ters her thesis that “the modern woman 
has upset man’s supremacy in the finan- 
cial world” by the use of statistics relating 
to women in business and professions and 
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their ownership of a large percentage of 
the privately held wealth of the country. 


The theme of the book is then devel- 
oped in succeeding chapters on the Chris- 
tian use of money with particular emphasis 
on the What, Why, and How of Giving. 
Family financial ills and the problem of 
creating in the children right attitudes and 
practices with reference to money are 
wisely dealt with. In the chapter, “Wom- 
en’s Societies Raise Money,” this perennial 
problem is considered in the light of a 
bigger problem—women’s work of the 
church in relation to the total church pro- 
gram. 


Because this book is intended to be in 
some sense a textbook, a useful biblio- 
graphy is provided and a discussion out- 
line. Mrs. Dexter has a light approach to 
a serious subject which makes the reading 
and study of her book pleasurable as well 
as profitable. 


JOSEPHINE LITTLE 
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la Torre and the 14 other contemporary world 
citizens whose inspiring ‘‘profiles’’ appear in 
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What's 
Happening? 


Dennis Savage Accepts Call to California 


CHICAGO, Ill.—‘“It is with deep re- 
gret that we receive the resignation of 
the Reverend Dennis Savage from the 
staff. Mr. Savage has always been crea- 
tive in his work and has, through his own 
consecration and enthusiasm, challenged 
others to larger Christian service. Our 
prayers and best wishes go with him as he 
takes up his new work.” This statement 
was made by Dr. Wilbur C. Parry, associ- 
ate executive secretary of the Division of 
Christian Education when Mr. Savage, 
associate director of youth work of the 
National Council of Churches and asso- 
ciate executive secretary of the United 
Christian Youth Movement, announced 
that he was accepting a call to the pas- 
torate of the Orange Avenue Christian 
Church of Santa Ana, California. 


After studying at North Idaho Junior 
College and the University of Idaho, Mr. 
Savage was ordained in the Disciples of 
Christ ministry in 1942 and was graduated 
from the Disciples Divinity House of the 
University of Chicago in 1947. He di- 
rected the Christian Youth Conference of 
North America at Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, in 1948. Then he became director 
of youth council services for the United 
Christian Youth Movement. In 1950 he 
became associate director of the Depart- 
ment of Youth Work of the National 
Council of Churches and associate execu- 
tive secretary of the UCYM. In addition 
to his work with the Youth Department, 
Mr. Savage has carried important re- 
sponsibilities for the Division as Execu- 
tive of the Special Committee on Camps 
and Conferences. 

The Reverend A. Wilson Cheek, ex- 
ecutive director of the Department of 
Youth Work, states, “During his years 
of service Dennis Savage dedicated his 
unique combination of talents and abili- 
ties to the service of our nation’s youth. 
His finest contribution undoubtedly is 
in his direct contact with thousands of 
young people. Probably no adult leader 
in America is more widely known and 
deeply loved by young people than Den- 
nis Savage.” 

Mr. Savage will leave the staff in late 
October. His new address wil) be Orange 
Avenue Christian Church, 307 MacFad- 
den, Santa Ana, California. The Savages 
will arrive there in late November. 
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Dennis Savage 


Virginia Weekday Teachers 


Hold Meeting 


BRIDGEWATER, Va.—The Virginia 
Council of Churches announces its 
eighteenth annual conference for week- 
day religious education teachers to be 
held August 27 to September 3 at Bridge- 
water. In addition to the 75 teachers 
working in Virginia, weekday teachers 
from several neighboring states are ex- 
pected to attend. The program will in- 
clude religious addresses, discussion ses- 
sions, an orientation period for new teach- 
ers, and a consecration service. Guest 
leaders are Miss Ethel Smither, Rich- 
mond; Reverend Ward McCabe, Harri- 
sonburg; and Dr. Julian Price Love, 
Louisville, Kentucky. Miss Florence 
Hawes, president of the Virginia Week- 
day Religious Education Teachers’ As- 
sociation, and Miss Elizabeth Longwell, 
the Council’s Director of Christian Edu- 
cation, are responsible for the direction of 
the Conference. 


Religious Education 
Association Publishes 
Treatment of Revised 
Standard Version 


NEW YORK, N. Y.—The July-Au- | 
gust 1952 issue of Religious Education, — 


official publication of the Religious Edu- 


cation Association, is devoted to a treat- 


ment of the Revised Standard Version. 
It opens with the Preface to the Revised 
Standard Version, printed with special 
permission of Thomas Nelson and Sons 


and of Dr. Luther A. Weigle, chairman | 
of the Standard Bible Committee. It then | 
presents a symposium by five members 


of the Committee on the Revised Stand- 
ard Version and the work of the Com- 
mittee. These articles 
James, Harry W. Orlinsky, James Muilen- 
burg and John C. Trever. This is fol- 
lowed by another symposium on The Word 
of Life—What is It? Know It! Share 
It! Live It! 
John C. Trever, Ralph D. Heim, Merrill 
Powers and Rueben H. Mueller. 


——— eee 


Single copies of this issue are available © 
at $1.00 each. The Religious Education — 


Association, 545 W. 
York City. 


Ohio Council Developments 


111th Street, New 


COLUMBUS, O.—On July 1, Dr. J. 
Gorpvon Howarp, President of Otterbein — 


College, succeeded—in a volunteer ca- 
pacity—Dr. B. F. Lams, as President of 
the Ohio Council of Churches. Dr. Lamb, 
who has been devoting an increasing 


amount of his efforts in recent years to ' 


the proposed Temple of Good Will will 
now give his entire time to that project. 
Executive direction of the Council ad- 
ministration is in charge of Rev. W. 
HENRY SHILLINGTON, Executive Secre- 
tary. : 

A new Department of Christian Edu- 


— 


are by Fleming — 


These four articles are by | 


cation has been authorized by the As-~ 


sembly of the Ohio Council of Churches, 
which will combine the former Depart- 
ment of Religious Education and Youth 
Work. : 

Chairman of the Department of Chris- 
tian Education is Dr. W. T. Packer, 
Granville, who is Director of Christian 
Education of the Ohio Baptist Convention. 
Rey. Metvin Moopy, Directors of Youth 
Work of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church is chairman of the Youth Work 
Committee. Miss Doris STansBury, Di- 
rector of Children’s Work for the Ohio 
Baptist Convention, is Chairman of the 
Children’s Work Committee. Rev. J. AL- 
BERT CLARK, who formerly divided his 
time between the two departments, is Di- 
rector of the new Department. The De- 
partment of Christian Education is broad- 
ly representative of denominational Direc- 
tors of Christian Education, representative 
of city and county councils of churches, 
the members of the Executive Committee 
of the Ohio Christian Youth Movement, 
and representative of YMCA and YWCA. 
It plans to have spring and fall meetings 
with a four year plan of action being 
formulated. 


International Journal of Religious Education 


WANTED: DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION in active church, suburb of 
New York. Sunday School of 500. Begin 


January |. Salary $3,600—car allowance 
and pension. Experience preferred. Re- 


ply: International Journal of Religious 


Education, Box. |. 


| Introduction to Old 
Testament Ready 


| NEW YORK, N. Y.—An introduction 
to the Revised Standard Version of the 
| Old Testament, just off the press, is an 
‘important resource piece every minister 
and church school teacher will want. Pub- 
lished by Thomas Nelson and Sons, it con- 
tains excellent chapters by eleven members 
of the Revision Committee. Your denom- 
inational book store can supply copies at 
twenty-five cents each. 


Two new Bible courses 
introduced 


_ CHICAGO, Ill.—The completion of the 
_ Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
_ makes it important to provide now the best 
| possible opportunities in training for the 
use of the Bible in personal living and in 
teaching. Two new courses are being in- 
troduced this fall in the leadership educa- 
tion curriculum of the National Council 
of Churches and the denominations co- 
operating in it. They are, The Making 
of the English Bible (120.1b) The Use 
of the Bible with Youth and Adults 
(316b-416b). These will be used in many 
leadership schools this fall and next win- 
ter. 


YOUR BEST BIBLE BUY! 


Here’s a beautiful Bible for advanced stu- 
dents in the traditional King James version. 
60,000 center column references, presenta- 
tion page, family record, Bible study aids, 
concordance, atlas, full color maps, flexible 
covers. Ask for No. 163 in black leather... 
it's your best buy in Bibles! 

No. 163 RL same as 163 with words of Christ 
in red. 

Deluxe Gift Editions—Nos. 164 and 164 RL 
(red letter) contain 64 Hardy illustrations in 
full color. 
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jilm threading... no pressure plates—nothing to scratch filmstrip 
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National Council Staff 


of women and associate professor of fine 


Appointments 


_ Rev. Criaupe L. Pickens, Jr., from 
canon of St. Paul’s Cathedral, Hankow, 
China, to acting secretary of the Near 
East Committee of the Division of For- 
eign Missions. 

Mr. Davin M. STEVENS, from youth 
worker and member of the board of dea- 
cons for the First Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, to assistant secretary of bus- 
iness and finance of the Division of For- 
eign Missions. 

Rey. Wiuuiam E. ScHo wes, from direc- 
tor of Christopher House, Chicago, to 
supervisor of Midwest migrant work for 
the Division of Home Missions. 

Miss Heten K. Wa trace, from dean 


arts at Franklin (Ind.) College, to admin- 
istrative assistant of the Department of 
Stewardship and Benevolence. 

Dr. Rogpsins W. Barstow, from execu- 
tive director of the Department of Ecu- 
menical Relations, to executive director of 
the Department of American Communi- 
ties Overseas. 

Rev. Arnotp B. Vaucut, from execu- 
tive secretary of the Committee on Relief 
and Reconstruction Services of the Division 
of Foreign Missions, to associate executive 
director of the Department of Church 
World Service. 

Dr. WayYLAND ZWAYER, from assistant 
executive director of the Department of 
Church World Service, to associate execu- 
tive director of the Department. 
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Current 


Estimates Prepared by 
Independent Filmscores 


Films gauged to (but not necessarily rec- 
ommended for): 

M—Mature Audience 

Y—Young People 

C—Children 

*Outstanding for Family 

tOutstanding for Adults 


The Big Sky (RKO) Kirk Douglas, Ar- 
thur Hunnicutt, Dewey Martin. Drama 
based on portions of Pulitzer prize winning 
novel by A. B. Guthrie, Jr., about intrepid 
group of trappers and French boatmen 
who make first voyage by keel boat up 
Missouri and Yellowstone rivers to open 
trade with Blackfeet Indians in opposition 
to established fur companies. . . . Beautiful 
— in sometimes inappropriate — scenic 
backgrounds (film was made in Wyo- 
ming’s Teton mountain area) for story 
sweeping, broad in detail, but repetitive; 
the drinking bouts, brawls, arguments go 
on to point of tediousness. M,Y 


Captive City (UA) Joan Camden, John 
Forsythe. Melodrama. Small city editor 
discovers local tie-in with crime syndicate, 
pursues efforts to bring facts into open de- 
spite threats, reluctance of “respectable” 
elements to cooperate out of fear and self- 
interest in concealment. In brief appear- 
ance, Senator Kefauver points the moral. 

. An honestly handled, unpretentious 
film that avoids extraneous violence and 
heroics, manages to say some important 
things about civic apathy and expediency. 

M,Y 


High Noon (UA) Lloyd Bridges, Gary 
Cooper, Thomas Mitchell. Melodrama. 
Leaving on his wedding day for new post, 
marshal in frontier town hears that outlaw 
he “sent up” has been pardoned and is on 
way thither to seek vengeance. Despite pleas 
from his Quaker wife to try another way, 
from his formerly admiring fellow citizens 
whom caution and self-interest keep from 
his side, he stays on to vanquish his foes, 
with his wife deserting her convictions to 


Feature Films 


come to his aid. . . . Impressive in its taut 
direction, its grim, purposeful action, the 
sunbaked, stark atmosphere achieved,—but 
regrettable in its implication that resort to 
violence is only way out, the only standard 
worth upholding. 


Island Rescue (British; Rank) George 
Coulouris, Glynis Johns, David Niven. 
Comedy. When it is discovered that a val- 
uable pedigreed cow (with calf) is still on 
channel island occupied by Germans early 
in World War II, Britain takes official-no- 
tice and dispatches a force of three to 
rescue her. But the Germans recognize the 
cow’s worth, too, and it is only after fan- 
tastic adventure that the scheme comes off. 

. Has a bit of trouble deciding wheth- 
er to be comedy or melodrama, but is 
whimsical and ironic in restrained British 
comic style-—and suspenseful, too. M,Y,C 


*Ivory Hunters (British; dist. in U. S. 
by Univ.) Drama photographed in actual 
locale in East Africa and based partly on 
facts, relates persistent efforts of young 
game warden to implement plan he per- 
suaded government to start for conserving 
wild life through park system. With his 
family he goes to live in the primitive ter- 
ritory, where the plan is threatened by 
hunters, ivory poachers, disease, misunder- 
standing on part of natives. . . . Wonder- 
ful shots of native and animal life present 
material new and unique. Story line is 
trite but adequate. Presented with sym- 
pathy and good taste. In color. M,Y,C 


Never Take No for an Answer (British; 
Souvaine) Vittorio Manunta, Denis 
O’Dea. Drama built on fable about re- 
sourceful young orphan’s efforts to reach 
an authority high enough to permit him to 
take the ailing, beloved donkey on which 
his living depends down into crypt of St. 
Francis in hope of a cure. His trail leads 
at last to the pope himself. . . . Filmed in 
Italy, with Italian actors speaking English, 
production presents interesting  back- 
grounds (Assissi and the Vatican) and a 
beguiling performance by an appealing 
Italian lad. Story and dialogue are arti- 
ficial, forced but the setting makes the 
film very much worth seeing. M,Y,C 


*Olympic Elk 
mentary. Goes 


(RKO: Disney) 
with herd of 


Docu- 
elk on 
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Olympic peninsula in Washington through 
a summer during which they seek high 
grazing grounds, go through the rigors of 
the mating season as early autumn storms 
announce it is time to seek lower fields 
again. Another in the remarkable 
“True-Life Adventure” series of nature 
films produced in color by the Disney 
studios, (examples of previous entries: 
“Beaver Valley,’ “Seal Island”). Reveals” 
the incredible skill and patience of the 
photographers who made it. Although it. 
has been showing for some months, it may 
still be current and should not be missed. 

M.Y,C. 


Outcast of the Islands (British; dist. by. 
U.A.) “Wendy Hiller, Trevor Howard, 
Robert Morley, Ralph Richardson. Drama 
from Conrad novel about white renegade 
who flees for safety after being caught 
cheating his employer in East Indian port, 
goes to remote island where he betrays 
trust put in him by white trader, disinte- 
grates under the impact of the swarming 
native life around him. . . . Certainly far 
from pleasant, but convincing in its por- 
trayal of degenerating character, vividly 
presenting the contrast between the white’ 
overlords and the prodigal sights, sounds 
and temper of the East Indian jungles. 
Skilled performances in successful transfer 
of the atmosphere if not the significance 
of the novel. { 


*The Story of Robin Hood (RKO; Dis- 
ney) James Hayter, Martita Hunt, Joan 
Rice, Richard Todd. Melodrama. The well 
known legend photographed by Disney 
studios in actual Sherwood Forest setting, 
with British cast. . . . Painstakingly set 
and produced, presented with spirit, color 
and humor. M,Y,C 


Valley of the Eagles (British; dist. by 
Lippert) Nadia Gray, Jack Warner. Melo-. 
drama. Swedish scientist and detective 
pursue former’s unfaithful wife and _ his 
assistant as they make for Russian border 
with precious scientific secret. Amaz- 
ing documentary shots of Lapp herdsmen 
on trek through frozen terrain, of a rein- | 
deer stampede and.an avalanche, of the 
rescue of the party from wolf pack by 
strange Lapp hunters riding reindeer and_ 
making use of eagles trained to attack 
wild beasts. This portion of film is exotic, 
exciting—its excuse for being. The story 
it frames is so sketchy and contrived it’ de- 
tracts from the total effect. M,Y 


*Water Birds (RKO; Disney) Docu- 
mentary. Latest in Disney ‘“lrue-Life Ad- 
venture” series of nature films presents 
stages in lives of various kinds of water- 
fowl. The amazingly revealing shots, in 
color, show unique bird habits, while 
imaginatively synchronized musical back- 
ground adds to effect. Film is result of co- 
operation among the distributing studio, 
the Audubon Society, the Denver Museum 
of Natural History and various photog- 
raphers whose patience, skill and persist- 
ence is amply evident. M,Y,C 
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THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE 


Christendom's Most Comprehensive Commentary 
12 VOLUMES 


For every teacher and preacher of God’s 
Word, Volume I is one of the most important 
of all twelve volumes of THE INTERPRETER’S 
Brste. In addition to the complete commentary 
on Genesis and Exodus, it contains 436 pages 
of general and Old Testament articles — the 
equivalent of a good-sized book and an unsur- 
passed introduction to the Bible as a whole 
and to the Old Testament. 


The complete texts of both the new 
Revised Standard and King James 
Versions of the Bible are used in 
parallel columns throughout THE !N- 
TERPRETER'S BIBLE. 


oe! 


you 


“ ‘Required reading’ for everyone who 
would teach the Gospels with intelligence and 
with respect for the integrity of the text.”— 
International Journal of Religious Education. 


“For historical information, literary beauty, 
richness of illustrative material, and keen and 
profound spiritual insight, it is unsurpassed.” 

§ —United Presbyterian. 


NOTE TO TEACHERS: The Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School lessons from 
October 1952 through March 1953 are on 
“Matthew—Gospel of the Christian Life.” For 
this study unit Volume VII of Tue INTsER- 
PRETER’S BinBLE—227 pages of general articles 
on the New Testament, plus the complete 
NOW READY— commentary on Matthew and Mark—offers an 


almost inexhaustible store of rich and stimu- 


Volume I lati 
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PLEASE SEND ME free the complete Pros- 
pectus of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, publish- 
ed by Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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New Testament Articles, Matthew, Mark 
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